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PREFACE 


TO 


THE SECOND EDITION. 


ELIGION is the moſt important 

ſcience; and the knowledge of it 
ſhould be our greateſt concern. The 
theory, the buſineſs, and the comfort of it, 
lie in different things from what have 
been repreſented; and are to be found in 
a narrower compaſs than many have 
taken, The ſimplicity of religion is its 
beauty and energy; and by enlarging we 
enfeeble and deface it. In the early ages, 
a few comprehenſive words conveyed 
God's requirements, and his ſervants' 
duty. Faith in, God, and devotional 
intercourſe with him, is given us as the 
eſſence of patriarchal piety; and made 
the root of all the excellency and dignity 
of character which ſucceeding ages revere, 
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and are commanded to imitate: how 
unlike the later and longer deſcriptions in 
which the lovely form of religion has been 
loſt; and the vital part of it ſuffered to 
expire! Abſtract ſpeculations, however 
refined; ſcholaſtic ſyſtems, © graven with 
as much of art, and man's device,“ as they 
can be; and bodily ſervices, be they as 
many and as regular as they will, are not 
religion. The unparalleled peace, honour, 
and happineſs that are peculiar to her 
high and holy paths, are not to be found 
in them. Religion is an inward, and a 
{ſpiritual thing; the intercourſe of our 
ſpirits with the great Father of ſpirits: 
the moving as under his eye; and with 
the ſatisfactions of his preſence and 
favour. If this religion belongs to us, 
we have all that is good and happy in us; 
and may leave the ſuperſtitious, diſputers, 
ane formaliſts, to their jejune obſervances, 
vain imaginations, and heartleſs labours. 


What was the religion that God pre— 


ſeribed to the man that he called his 
friend ? 


* 
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friend? We cannot take religion from a 
higher authority; or as given with more 
truth and goodneſs. 


© I am the Almighty God: walk before 
me, and be thou perfect!“ 


Surely, that which is perfection with 
God, ſhould be perfection of character 
with us: and what he makes ſo, is, the 
reverence and love of himſelf, under a 
perſuaſion of his glory and all- ſufficiency. 


Here 1s the religion, that has all thoſe 
circumſtances to recommend it, that we 
have ever attached attention and reſpect 
unto. 


How great a matter have ſome thought 

* antiquity” in religion to be! Here is the 

oldeſt religion of all: that which -ani- 

mated holy men from the beginning of 
the world; and * ſhone into their hearts, 
when God firſt commanded the light to 
A 4 ſhine 
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ſhine out of darkneſs: that warmed their 
boſoms, cheered their ſouls, and guided 
their ſteps, before prophets declared 


the will of heaven, or God ſpake by 
Moſes. 


The religion of walking with God, and 


before him, is a religion of continuance 
and perpetuity, 


© The ſon of man, when he cometh, 
ſhall find this © faith' in the earth,“ what- 


ever © forms” ſhall be deſtroyed. Enthu- 


ſiaſm conſumes by its own fervors. For- 
mality periſhes in its own coldneſs: and 
the religion of authority and ſplendour 
faints under a load of ornament ; or the 
weight of the armour we give it for de- 
fence ; but faith, and reverence, devotion, 
and love, are unoppreſſed, and unencum- 
bered things: they are too æthereal for 
injury; and live through the felicity of 
their own nature, and mutual influence. 
Nothing prevails againſt them 


This 
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This is a complete religion. It ſhall 
never wax old or vaniſh away,“ at the 
bringing in of any perfecter form, or 
brighter hope. Metaphyſical ſubtelties, 
and logical diſtinctions, philoſophical and 
theological ſyſtems, and dogmas, give 
way to one another in endleſs ſucceſſion ; 
and every ideal building that 1s raiſed 
upon them tumbles in its turn ; what 1s 
done by one hand is daſhed in pieces by 
another; and it is the work, and perhaps 
the invidious pleaſure, of a following age 
* to ſweep away the fine-ſpun cobwebs of 
a former: or to carry off its ponderous 
rubbith, and lumber: but who ſhall fo 
account of the good treaſure of a good 
mind: of an enlightened underſtanding, 
and a devotional heart? Who ſhall bring 
us better things than aſſimilation to Deity, 
and union with him? Here, that which is 
perfect, is already come.” 


Let every ſyſtem go, but the primitive 
ſyſtem of divine light, and love, and 
heavenly fellowſhip: for, true it is, how- 

ever 
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ever melancholy the conſideration, that 


we muſt abjure the ſyſtems that have diſ- 


turbed the world; provoked the worſt 
tempers of men, and filled chriſtendom 
with confuſion and blood, before we can 
upon ſatisfactory foundation, eſtabliſh the 
peace and ſecurity of a liberal and ingenu- 
ous mind, 


The religion of divine friendſhip, and 
heavenly intercourſe, is the moſt engag- 
ing, and ſelf-recommending religion. Had 


religion been always ſo conſidered, ſurely 


we ſhould never have heard of perſecu- 
tion ; or ſeen any of its follies and cruel- 
ties; for then it would have fully come 
up to the ſaying of the firſt wiſe diſuader, 
and been a fighting againſt God:“ which 
is what no perſecutor would confeſſedly 
be. We add to the things that are 
written in God's book:“ and incorporate 
ours with his better things: and then we 
contend, and ſtrive, and flay, about ſuch 
additions; or think it wondrous charity 
if we do not. But how does the friend 


of 
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of God, or the things that make him ſo, 
need my charity? This is the great kind- 
neſs we do to religion; we ſuperadd to it 
that which makes it want the charity we 
all ſeverally too much refuſe. Divine 
love, and divine ſimilitude; exalted affec- 
tions, and heavenly converſe, can have no 
foe, and need no candour. 


The religion of friendſhip with God, 
and devotional intercourſe with him, 1s 
the © eaſieſt” religion: and this is another 
recommendation of it, and mark of its 
ſuperiority. This is the religion that we 
may mind, not only in God's houſe, but in 
our own ; and that will do for the crowded 
city, as well as the retired ſolitude. We 
may attend to it in the hours of buſineſs, 
as well as at the ſeaſons of leiſure. A 
man that is poſſeſſed with a ſuitable ſenſe 
of the preſence and perfections of God, 
may ſay, on thee do I wait all the day 
long! Not that he is all the day in a 
church, or that he has any occaſion to be 


ſo: ſome are, and to very little purpoſe. 
Faith 


0 
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Faith and love, and the ſpirit of devotion, 
make a good man that living temple, that 
ſpiritual houſe, where ſpiritual ſacrifices 
are offered up continually. The ſupreme 
reverence and love of God, conſecrate us, 
and all that we do; make religious acts 
of common offices; and life, a continued 
homage to the God of our life, This 
bleſſed pervading leaven, * leaveneth the 
whole lump;' and there is more of reli- 
gion in one day of that man's common 
and ordinary conduct, who is full of God, 
and a defire to pleaſe him, than in the 
longeſt courſe of formal obſervances, and 
pompous celebrations. We may have no 
religion at all, in what paſs for religious 
performances: and there may be much of 
the ſpirit and felicity of it, in what ſeem 
but common attentions. It is the ſpirit 
that quickens,' and exalts. Paul ſpeaks 
of © doing all things to the glory of God.“ 
We do fo, when we eat and drink, as well 
as when we bend the knee and worſhip, 
it we have the true ſpirit of devotion and 
gratitude in us. It is a happy and a 
divine 
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divine art, not to make religion a diſtinct 
thing from common and ordinary charac- 
ter, the acts and exertions of it, conſidered 
as occaſional and infrequent; but to bring 
it into daily life and conduct; and to have 
our general manners exhibit the heighten- 
ing and commanding impreſs of it. This 
will be living the natural, and ſpiritual 
life together: the excellence, and happi- 
neſs of the one, relieving us under the in- 
firmities, and infelicities of the other : and 
where is the impracticability or difficulty 


of this? 


A no inconſiderable character of our 
own nation, thought religion, and eſpeci- 
ally the chriſtian religion, to be a ſort of 
divine philoſophy that was to exiſt in the 
mind, but was incapable of being exem- 
plified in real and active life.” But whence 
this ſingular apprehenſion ? Chriſt thought 
otherwiſe when he bid his diſciples © learn 
of him: and Paul, when he ſpake of the 


Sir Walter Raleigh. 
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life of Jeſus being made manifeſt in our 
mortal fleſh.” © The tongue of an angel 
cannot pronounce any things more weighty 
and excellent than the chriſtian virtues.” 
How much 1s attributed to them! With 
them, we ſhall never fall: for them, have 
an entrance adminiſtered unto us into the 
everlaſting kingdom: but they are prac- 
ticable and familiar virtues alſo : fortitude, 
and knowledge; temperance, and pati- 
ence; godlineſs, brotherly kindneſs, and 
charity. What man of God may not be 
perfect in theſe things? Let us love the 
religion that inſpires theſe at once mild 
and magnificent qualities; and grow up 
in them, unto him, who 1s our moſt wor- 
thy, and venerable head; even Chriſt. 
They will give us union with him, and 
the father now ; and union cternally. 


Will it be any ſatisfaction to thoſe who 
pronounce the religion of Jeſus defective 
in that it does not more exprelsly incul- 
cate human friendſhip, to be told that the 
deſign, 


wt © 
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deſign, and the ſpirit of it, is to eſtabliſh 
the divine! 


Devotional intercourſe produces divine 
ſimilitude: and ſo becomes the religion 
which a great philoſopher wiſhed for. 
* I could with for a religion, ſaid Cicero, 
which inſtead of aſcribing the imperfec— 
tions of men to the Gods, would bring 
a portion of God's perfection and purity 
to men *.” 


It is five and twenty years ſince this 
book was firſt publiſhed. Its ſubject gave 
it acceptance with many ſerious perſons 
of different ſentiments and perſuaſions in 
religion: and it is now re- printed at the re- 
queſt of ſome ſuch. Of whatever church or 
communion we are, we all feel a great- 
neſs and pleaſure in the thought of be- 
longing to God; and welcome that which 
reminds us of the connection, and ſeeks 
to eſtabliſh it: as this book is meant to 


do. 


Divina mallem ad nos. 


It 


xvi Preface. 


It was tranſlated into Dutch, in the 
year 1774, and I was informed was well 
received, and had ſome ſpread in that 
language. 


Some additions, and tranſpoſitions, have 
made it, in a manner, anew book; though | 
the original form of it has been preſerved. | 
I have been willing to make it in this | 
new edition as entire and uſeful as I 
could. May it promote the friendſhip of 
which it treats ! 5 


3 
Greenwich, 


July 26, 1797. 
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FRIENDSHIP WITH GOD: 


AN ESSAY. 


INTRODUCTION. 


And he was called the Friend of God. 


JAMES li. 23. 


LL men talk of the excellence and 
pleaſure of friendſhip ; but how few 

are acquainted with it in this its nobleſt 
kind, and happieſt exerciſe! © Friend of 
God,' is an appellation that would do an 
infinite honour to the moſt glorious angel ; 
but it is given to a man like ourſelves: 
and to evince the reality of the character, 
and the juſtice of the name, he is ſtiled 
ſo by God himſelf: © Abraham, my friend! 
This is a title of ſingular, as well as tran- 


ſcendent honour. In the Bible we read 


B of 
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ot ſome others, that they were * juſt men, 
upright in their generation, and that they 
walked with God:' Abraham has the 
appropriate dignity, © Friend of God:“ 
and it was amidſt all the imperfections of 
frail humanity that he lived in ſuch devo- 
tional habits, and ſuch exalted intercourſe 
with Deity, as made him worthy to be ſo 
denominated. Let us conſider this matter 
with a generous emulation ; and hence, 
form a higher, and a truer apprehenſion, 
of what we are capable of being and 
enjoying! 

Friendſhip with God, is an incom- 
parable theme: it beſpeaks the pureneſs, 
greatneſs, and happineſs of the mind in 
which it dwells; and is above all human 
compoſures: upon this theme, a celeſtial 
creature might preach, and beings of an 
higher order than men, might attentively 
and joyfully hear: but the dignity of the 
ſubject does not forbid it to be treated in 
our inferior way; nor muſt we decline 
giving it our beſt conſideration, though no 
tongue or pen of man is adequate to its 


ſublimity and extent. 
Jeſus 


1 
| 
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Jeſus Chriſt lived and died “to bring 
us to God;' to the knowledge, love, and 
fellowſhip of him in this world, and to his 
acceptance and preſence in the world to 
come : he has left his religion amongſt us 
for the ſame good purpoſe ; and the mini- 
ſters of his religion cannot better ſerve 
the deſign, both of that religion and its 
author, than by recommending an holy, 
humble, and habitual communion with 
God, as the eſſence of chriſtianity, the 
fountain of honour, and the ſource of very 
high and permanent pleaſure. This 1s 
what is attempted in the following pages. 
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CHAP. I. 


OF FRIENDSHIP IN GENERAL. 


RIENDSHIP has always been held a 
dear and ſacred name; and reckoned 

a chief article of human happineſs: we 
find it in ſome forms and degrees every 
where; and men affect it for their credit, 
as well as their comfort: diſregard is con- 
ſidered, as in a meaſure, diſhonour ; and 
to be unnoticed, is thought to carry in it 
an implication, that either worth, or ami- 
ablenefs, 1s wanting. 
Friendſhip, 1s what a noble and long 
admired writer calls it, © the real prin- 
ciple of life; the end of life, and not (as 
ſome philoſophers would have it) the 
means. Let who will deſpiſe friendſhip, 
or deny a ſocial principle, they will, if 
they are any thing ingenuous, be urged, 


one time or another, to confeſs the power 


of it: and if they enjoy it not themſelves, 
will admire or envy it in others: and 
when they have inverted the whole matter 


of 
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of life, and made friendſhips, and ac- 
quaintances, and alliances, ſerve only as a 
means to the great and ſole end of in- 
tereſt; they will find, by certain tokens 
within their own breaſts, that they are 
ſhort of the true and real intereſts of 
human life“. 

Friendſhip has always been the ſtrongeſt 
in the beſt minds: and it has led to deeds 
that are almoſt incredible. What ſelf- 
denial, what endurance of hardſhip, what 
fortitude in danger, what defiance of 
death, has not friendſhip produced ! it is 
indeed ſimilar to faith, that lofty principle, 

ſo magnificently celebrated in the ſcrip- 
| tures; for the contempt of the world 
which it has inſpired; the ſuperiority to 
all private and partial attachments which 
it has created; for the arduous taſks 
which have been undertaken, and the 
benevolent ſacrifices that have been made 
under the influence of it. 

Friendſhip is what philoſophy cannot 
over-rule by any of its rigours ; or give us 
a ſubſtitute for in any of its bounties. 


Lord Shaſteſbury's Letter to a Student. 
B 3 Seneca, 
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Seneca, ſtoic as he was, could expatiate 
upon the bleſſings of friendſhip ; lay him- 
ſelf open to its impreſſions, and ſeek his 
relief in its ſeveral offices: and Cicero 
and Pliny do to this day charm the world 
with what are no other than its genuine 
and intereſting effuſions. 

No elevation of rank can ſet mankind 
above its {weetneſs and uſe; and without 
it, the higheſt and moſt ſhining conditions, 
are dull vacuity, or ſplendid infelicity. 
Kings have laid aſide their crowns and 
robes of ſtate to indulge to its familiar 


exerciſes. Alexander conquered the 


world ; but would have found the vaſt 
wilderneſs of it uncomfortable, in com- 
pariſon of the narrower incloſure of ſocial 
and friendly connections. The man whoſe 
ambition and ſelfiſhneſs graſped the whole 
earth, could acknowledge another ſelf in 
his friend“. 


z Epheſtion accompanying Alexander to the tent of 
Darius, was by ſome of the captives miſtaken for 
Alexander: Apology being made for the miſplaced 
homage, the conqueror anſwered, * Indeed you were 
not deceived, for he alſo is Alexander.” 

The 
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The tyrant that could be held by no 
other bands, was awed and conquered by 
the Power of Friendſhip : found his heart 
ſoftened, and his arm unnerved by its all- 
prevalent operations; and with admiration 
and reverence ſolicited admiſſion into the 
hallowed fraternity he had prepared to 
break ?. 

Neceſſary as friendſhip is to the great 
and powerful of the earth, it is not their 
excluſive privilege, or appropriate ad- 
vantage, as to its ſalutary offices, its ſoul- 
ſatislying gratifications, and engaging 
charms. The ſupporting and comforting 


Damon and Pithias were two Pythagoreans: tliey 
had ſuch an affection for each other, that Dionyſius 
having ſentenced one of them to death, the other 
became ſurety for his punctual return on a certain 
day, till which the tyrant had given bim a leave of 
abſence, for ſettling his affairs, at fome diſtance; to 
ſubmit to death, in the room of his companion, if he 
ſhould fail of appearing—the condemned perſon re- 
turned with fidelity and exactneſs. The tyrant, 
charmed with the generofity of this noble pair, par- 
doned the condemned perfon, and begged to be 
received as a third of their ſociety. 


Cicero Offic. 1iL 10. 
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influence of friendſhip, cheers and bleſſes 
the humble and the low. Friendſhip 
dwells in the cottage, without diſdain or 
reſerve: it animates the dead calm of 
poor, unoccupied, and unambitious lives, 
and ſupplies the privation or loſs of co- 
veted enjoyments: for it is not from the 
houſe full of filver and gold, that ſome of 
the moſt amiable exertions and kindeſt 
vouchſafements of friendſhip are fetched: 
with the good treaſure of a good heart, 
ſincerity and tenderneſs, ſelf-denial and 
faithfulneſs, we may ſhew its ſpirit, and 
diſcharge its excellent and acceptable 
duties :. theſe lovely qualities will create a 
ready, and a ſufficient ſtorehouſe unto us : 
and theſe have been amongſt the children 
of poverty and pain, thoſe intereſting and 
endearing expreſſions of friendſhip, that 
challenge our affectionate admiration, and 
upbraid the indifference and inſenſibility 
of thoſe who have ampler reſources at 
command. They who could not divide 
an eſtate, have divided their morſel, and 
given a ſigh, or a tear, to ſorrow, when 


filver or gold they had none to give. 
There 
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There have been thoſe, who, preſſed with 
their own wants, have pitied and relieved 
the wants of others. They have caſt in of 
their penury. They have given, what for 
the moment was all their living. The 
hours unclaimed by labour and hard ne- 
ceſſity, they have allotted to the ſick 
neighbour's chamber: have foregone the 
ſleep that their toil made as expedient as 
ſweet unto them; and held their own 
eyes waking, becauſe another's were 
cloling in death. Abundant love, with 
that competent knowledge which vir- 
tuous, if unlettered perſons, ſeldom fail to 
poſſeſs, have ſupplied words, in ſeaſon, 
beyond the tongue of the learned; and 
which have encouraged to enter the dark 
valley without fearing evil. Many ſuch 
exemplifications and interchanges of con- 
ſtancy and fidelity, of gratitude and pity, 
in poor and humble ſtations, paſs under 
our obſervation, or are brought to our 
hearing ; and I doubt not but there are 
innumerably more exertions of theſe 
amiable qualities in the unnoticed paths 
of life, which will never be proclaimed to 

B 5 men, 
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men, till their energies, their merit, and 
their recompence, are proclaimed toge- 
ther; the ſmalleſt kind offices, done in 
the obſcureſt corners, being graciouſly 
acknowledged, and infinitely heightened, 
by that wonderful declaration of the 
judge himſelf, © Inaſmuch as ye did it, to 
the leaſt of theſe, ye did it unto me!' Let 
the poor man lift up his head: the offices 


of friendſhip are in his power; and the 


remunerations of friendſhip may be his 
inheritance ! Love and ſympathy have the 
healing of the Sun of Righteouſneſs in 
them; they make us like him who bore, 
and anſwered, that glorious name; and 
they compoſe a balm for the bleeding 
intereſts of humanity, that may be applied 
by thoſe who cannot pour in oil and wine. 
We may have the honour and reward of 
the good Samaritan, without being able to 
command an equally ready, various, and 
plentiful ſtore “. 


4 More intereſting exemplifications of love and 
ſympathy, in bumble and afflicted life, have no where 
been witneſſed, than at thoſe houſes of mercy, which 
in this land of mercy are raifed for the relief of thoſe 
whole 
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The barbarous Scythian has reverenced 
the name of friendſhip, as well as the 


whoſe hard lot it is to be at once fick and poor. I 
was at one of them on the day that men come to be 
healed. In the cloiſter, as once in Betheſda's porches, 
lay a great multitude of impotent folk, waiting the 
doubtful ſelection, and the beckoning hand of charity. 
There were all the diſeaſes which Jeſus cured when 
he went about doing good on the earth. There was 
the man ſick of the palſy, lying on his couch, borne 
of four. I ſaw the halt, and the maimed, and the 
withered; the waſted, and the ſwolen; thoſe that 
were ſpent with grief, and thoſe that cried out for 
anguiſh, My eye affected my heart, and, moiſtened 
at this miniature of ſorrowing humanity ; a ſecret 
murmur ſtole from my boſom—Bleſſed God, art thou 
indeed our father, and are theſe thy children! I found 
myſelf betrayed into the almoſt rebellious expoſ- 
tulation, 


— | Can thus 
Th' image of God in man, created once 
So goodly and erect, though faulty fince, 
To ſuch unſightly ſufferings be debaſed 
Under inhuman pains? why ſhould not man, 
Retaining ſtill divine ſimilitude 
In part, from ſuch deformities be free, 
And for his Maker's image-ſake exempt ? 


Par. Loſt, xi. 


All the power of man was preſent to heal; and while 
B 6 I bleſſed 
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poliſhed Greek: ſubſcribed to its obliga- 
tions, and yielded to its power: and with 
the point and ſpirit of Lucian, is made to 
contend for its ſupremacy,as well as reality, 
amongſt his own rude and uncultivated 
tribes; and to oppoſe their ſtranger 
pledges, and even extravagant examples 


I bleſſed the names, and memories, of thoſe friends of 
human kind, whoſe munificences had reared the noble 
ſtructure, or given extent and permanency to its hoſ- 
pitalities and comforts, I was proportionately moved 
with the quick and amiable ſenſibilities of thoſe that 
brought their ſuffering ſubjects for health and cure, 
and * preſſed to the pool to put them in! They wiped 
the weeping eye, and clammy cheek : ſuſtained the 
falling head, and fainting heart: they cheered the 
drooping, ſtayed the flitting, and fetched back the 
ſeemingly departed ſpirit. Their kind accompany- 
ments, and perſevering attachments ; their pledged 
remembrances, and promiſed aſſiduities, ſupported 
under the approaching parting; and encouraged to 
paſs that door, where happily for themſelves, afflicted 
creatures are committed to others, of ſalutary ſkill, 
and leſs embarraſſing ſuſceptibilities ! May your pious 
and faithful attentions, ſaid I, be recompenſed ! Whe- 
ther you are fathers, ſiſters, friends, or brothers, may 
you receive your dead raiſed to life again; your fick, 
every whit whole! That cup of cold water you are 
at this moment tendering, ſhall not loſe its reward ! 


of 


Of Friendſhip in General. 13 


of it, to the correcter and calmer examples 
of civilized and refined nations. The 
people, whoſe ſword or bow was their 
greateſt Deity, could pay divine honours 
to friendſhip: they invoked her as a god- 
deſs: they raiſed to her an altar: they 
built temples to thoſe who moſt illuſ- 
triouſly diſplayed the ſtrength, and the 
ſpirit of friendſhip : and charged the rights 
and duties of it on their children, with 
more zeal and ſolemnity than thoſe that 
aroſe out of any other connections. 

The neareſt and deareſt relations of life, 
do not, and cannot ſuperſede friendſhip. 
To the names of father, wife, child, or 
kinſman, the name of friend muſt be 
added, to make the ſum of our Social 

comfort complete. 

Friendſhip is the delight of ſanguine 
youth ; and the prop of tottering age : 
without it, proſperity has no bloom; and 
with it, adverſity diminiſhes in its burthen : 
© a friend is born for adverſity:“ the 
anxious heart expands at his approach, 
and the tear ceaſes at affliction's eye. 


5 To Oreſtes and Pylades, Lucian's Toxaris. 
Next 
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Next to the providence of God, the 
boſom of a friend is our refuge, and his 
counſel our guide, amidſt the dangers and 
difficulties of our expoſed and ſtruggling 
ſtate : and therefore he who wrote, © vanity 
of vanities, all is vanity,” upon every thing 
elſe in this world, charges a perſeverance 
in friendſhip upon us, as our readieſt and 
ſureſt reſource. © Thine own friend, and 
thy father's friend, forſake not.” 

Solitarineſs, where affected, is conſider- 
ed as a diſadvantageous ſingularity; and, 
where forced, as an infelicity. This made 
Adam's condition imperfect, and his para- 
diſe defective, in the eſtimation of God 
himſelf: he who ſaid of all his other 
works, that they were very good,” alſo 
ſaying, © that it was not good for man to 
be alone.” With theqoys of innocence, 
the pleaſures of intelligence, the plenty 
and beauty of Eden, the works and won- 
ders of a magnificent world to entertain 
his admiring eyes, and the condeſcending 
vitits of its bounteous Maker to his terreſ- 
trial abode, fociety, and its intercourfes, 
were wanting to complete the happineſs 

of 
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of this new formed, favourite creature. 
And if Adam wanted ſociety in the day of 
his original rectitude, and wanted it in that 
lovely garden where the Lord God placed 
him, and where he ſaw nothing but what 
furniſhed occaſion for peace, hope, and 
devotion, how much more muſt we want 
it, in this reduced ſtate of humanity, 
where we have continually ſomething to 
diſturb our repoſe, to cloud our proſpects, 
and break in upon the orderly, harmoni— 
ous, and religious frame of our minds! It 
ſociety, and the pleaſures of it, were ne- 
ceſſary to the firſt man, when ſecluded 
from every evil, how more neceſſary to us, 
who are ſurrounded with, or ſuffering 
under, fo many evils! 

The ſecond Adam, the Lord from hea- 
ven, found his conſolations in thoſe inter- 
courſes of ſociety, and friendſhip, which 


were declared thus neceſſary to the firſt : 


and from conſidering the great inward 
happineſs of ſo ample and excellent a ſpirit 
as he poſſeſſed, we may infer the impor- 
tance and neceſſity of Friendſhip to the 
moſt intelligent and virtuous of the earth. 


His 
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His mind was light; his heart was love; 
his will was righteous; his affections ele- 
vated and pure; and in that connection 
with heaven, which devotional habits 
eſtabliſh, he was never alone, for the father 
was with him; and yet, notwithſtanding 
all theſe divine effentials of bleſſedneſs 
within him, he ſought, and indulged to, 
the additional ſatisfactions of Friendſhip 
from without. I have called you friends! 
Of the little band to whom he ſaid this, 
one, was a devil: the reſt, with a general 
ſincerity and fidelity of attachment, were 
of dull and heavy ſpirits; of miſtaken 
apprehenſions; and ſo wanting in courage 
and ſteadfaſtneſs, as to forſake him in the 
hour of danger. He who knew what 
was in man,' and what was in theſe men, 


anticipated every particular of their un- 


ſuitable and unworthy behaviour. One 
of you ſhall betray me! © Wilt thou lay 
down thy life for my ſake? I ſay unto thee, 
that this day, even in this night, thou ſhalt 
thrice deny that thou knoweſt me!' All 
ye ſhall be offended becauſe of me this 
night! 

Jeſus 


1 
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Jeſus enjoyed friendſhip no otherwiſe 
than with all the leſſening and qualifying 
circumſtances that we do: with all the 
allays of hypocriſy, and ſiniſter intereſt, in 
ſome; of timidity, and human infirmity 
in all: but yet, it was friendſhip ſtill ; he 
called theſe diſciples, friends; and paſſed 
many happy hours with them: making 
no difference in his outward carriage to 
any, from his perfect knowledge of all. 
How engaging his addreſs at meeting 
them for the laſt time; With deſire 
have I deſired to eat this paſſover with 
you before I ſuffer.” What an elegance, 
both of friendſhip, and devotion, when 
taking leave of the refreſhments of the 
preſent life in their company, and antici- 
pating future and happier interviews! 
I will not drink henceforth of this 
fruit of the vine, until that day when 
I drink it new with you in my father's 
kingdom!“ In all his diſcourſe in the paſ- 
ſover chamber, there are ſuch juſt ſenti- 
ments, endearing expreſſions, and fine ele- 


vations of friendſhip, as manifeſt the pureſt, 
kindeſt, 
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kindeſt, and moſt generous heart; and, at 
this diſtant day, they excite the moſt pleaſ- 
ing emotions. 

Of the twelve diſciples, three ſhared 
his confidential regards more than the reſt; 
and were taken by him into his moſt 
devotional retirements: and of the three, 
one was ſtill further diſtinguiſhed, and 
called © the diſciple whom Jeſus loved.” 

In the tavoured houſe at Bethany, and 
at the grave of Lazarus, we fee the 
Friendſhip of Jeſus in every circumſtance 
in which it can impreſs and pleaſe us. 
We ſee the ſenſibilities of grief, and the 
dignity of it: the tenderneſs, and the 
correctneſs. of ſorrow: the ſympathy of 
him that calls us brethren, and the great- 
neſs of the Son of God; of high intereſt 
with heaven, and of power over all fleſh, 
to give preſent life, and life eternal; hav- 
ing at once God's glory, and the comfort 
of a mourning family in view; and to 
ſerve both, aſſuming, and exemplifying a 
name that tranſcends every other name ; 
and commands everlaſting veneration : * I 
am 
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am the reſurrection and the life; he that 
believeth in me, though he were dead, yet 
(hall he live!“ 

From this ſhort account of friendſhip, 
who would not wiſh to cultivate it, in its 
higheſt improvements, and with the beſt 
and worthieſt characters: and, if the diſ- 
tance between heaven and earth ſhould be 
found not to forbid, to maintain it, with 
nobler and happier creatures than our- 
ſelves! But is friendſhip with God to be 
had ? 


CHAP II. 


OF FRIENDSHIP WITH GOD. 


a WII. God, in very deed, dwell with 

men on the earth!” was the ex- 
clamation of a mighty monarch: not 
made in doubt, but in the joyful ſurpriſe 
of a humble and devotional ſpirit. Solo- 
mon, though himſelf a ſovereign, had that 
juſt ſenſe of the tranſcendent greatneſs of 
God, which annihilates all human diſtinc- 
tions; and had not yet degenerated into 
thoſe paltry notions of Deity, that pre- 
pared him for his mean, and impious, 
idolatries. 

That divine condeſcenſion, which is 
here made the matter of queſtion and 
wonder, has always been realized for our 
eſtabliſhment and delight. 

God hath ever been converſable with 
mankind, in a way of religion and favour, 
Adam, we have reaſon to believe, had 
conſtant 
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conſtant communion with God: and in- 
ſtead of being loſt by his tranſgreſſion, we 
find it, fully and freely continued to his 
children. The patriachs were favoured 
with immediate revelations, and that, not 


only in the higher matters of religion, but 


in thoſe of common and ordinary occur- 
rence. They had their verbal converſes 
with Deity ; they ſought divine direction 
and inſtruction, and they had it; they 
vowed, and God accepted their vows; 
they entered into ſtipulations of duty and 
virtue, and were dealt with in a way of 
compact and covenant; they received 
promiſes, and had their fulfilments. 

Iſrael was the nation that had God 
always nigh unto it. The Iſraelites he 
attended in all their unſettled, and wander- 
ing ſtates. He had an ambulatory taber- 
nacle, and mercy-ſeat, in the wilderneſs 
with them, for forty years; his own tent 
moving with theirs; and reſting when 
theirs did. © He ſpake unto them in the 
cloudy pillar, and guided them in the 
wilderneſs like a flock :' and when, by a 


train of mercies and miracles, he had 


brought 


tr 
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brought them to the promiſed land, he 
kept up a continual, viſible, intercourſe 
with them. How ſublime a miniſtration 
was it that he eſtabliſhed ! Prophets, and 
holy men, let into the counſels of the moſt 
high, opened the book of his decrees to 
this people; and made known the aſtoniſh- 
ing revolutions that were to come to paſs 
in all the great nations of the earth ! How 
ſublime, and how encouraging a miniſtra- 
tion; that was the connecting medium 
between the upper world and the lower : 
made preſent and future time to meet: 
and brought the deſigns and proceſſes of 
almighty and governing providence into 
clear and immediate view : ſhewing to the 
Jews their ſhare, and benefit, in the mighty 
changes that were to take place in all the 
kingdoms of the world ; comforting them 
under preſent calamities, and predicting 
the certainty, and the period of their de- 
liverance : they ſaw the value and honour 
of this moſt glorious diſpenſation, as they 
ſaw the value of other things, in their in- 
termiſſion, or withdrawal, only: and in 
their temporary dereliction of God, they 

expreſſed 
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expreſſed their ſorrowful ſenſe of their 
loſs: we ſee not our ſigns: there is no 
more any prophet, neither is there any 
that knoweth how long“. 

The chriſtian diſpenſation, 1s, in an eſpe- 
cial degree, a ſyſtem of converſableneſs and 
intercourſe with heaven: it conveys the 
knowledge of God ; invites into fellowſhip 
with him, and ſupplies us with athſtance 
and courage in the whole courſe of our 
duty, and obligations to him. 

But beſides maintaining converſable- 
neſs and intercourſe, God has vouchſafed 
| friendſhip to men; and had his friends 
amongſt them. Enoch walked with 

God; ' and after the habitual, familiar 
piety which the word denotes, © God took 
him.“ | 

As to Abraham, God is deſcribed as | 
coming to his houſe : communing with 
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6 The plaintive ſimplicity of this verſe, is well 
preſerved in Dr. Watts's verſion: 
No prophet ſpeaks to calm our woes, 
But all the ſeers mourn : \ 
Nor is there one amongſt us knows, 
The time of thy return. 


him; 
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him; and imparting to him the majeſtic 
and dreadful deſigns of his juſtice and 
power: his deſolating judgments upon the 
wicked cities; the temporary hell that he 
was about to kindle upon the earth : mani- 
feſting the moſt wonderful condeſcenſion, 
and confidence, on his part; and giving 
the patriarch an opportunity of addreſſing 
him in the very fineſt form of interceſſion ; 
and which, for the proportionate honours 
it does to the greatneſs, purity, and mercy 
of God, may be held forth to imitation for 
ever. | 

When the fiery vengeance was ready to 
deſcend, God notified it to Lot by an 
embaſly of angels ; who, with friendly vio- 
lence, drew him from his dwelling ; and 
haſtened him beyond the limits of the 
devoted plain; aſſigning as the cauſe, 
* that they could do nothing till he was 
departed ;' and making their vehement, 
and forcible methods to ſave, keep pace 
with the impatience of deſtruction for re- 
ceiving and executing their commiſſion. 

With Moſes, God ſpake as a man 
ſpeaketh to his friend.” 


Daniel 
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Daniel had an angel ſent to him, who 
accoſted him with the honourable ſaluta— 
tion of a © man greatly beloved of God.) 

Theſe men, together with Job, Noah, 
and Samuel, were, for their ſuperior worth, 
conſtituted and acknowledged mediators 
between God and other men. * Go to 
my ſervant Job ; he ſhall pray for you, and 
I will accept him: and the power of their 
interceſſions is ſufficiently ſet forth, when 
in after times it is repreſented as what 
would have been then overcome by 
nothing, but that which almighty goodneſs 
itſelf was obliged to yield to; that is, the 
incorrigible wickedneſs of the Jewith 
people: „ Though Moſes and Samuel 
ſtood before me ; though theſe three men, 
Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in the land, 
my mind could not be towards this people: 
their righteouſneſs ſhould deliver only their 
own fouls !' How much is attributed to 
holy men, to ſhew us their high account 
with almighty God! They open and 
(ſhut heaven ;* and reſtrain the arm of 
deſerved vengeance! ſuch ſuperior intereſt 

C with 
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with God does ſurely include ſubliſting 
friendſhip. 

This was the original ſtate of man: he 
was obedient, and God was friendly. Re- 
bellion on the one part, and diſpleaſure on 
the other, came in afterwards ; and were 
not from the beginning. God made man 
tor triendſhip with himſelf; to adore him 
for his perteciions, and bleſs him for his 
works; to lift up to him an admiring and 
a gratetul eye, and to receive his viſits 
and his commands with reverence, and a 
devotional pleaſure ; and while man con- 
tinued in honour, it was ſo: from heaven 
to Adam's garden, was a frequented road : 
and man met his Maker with confidence 
and joy: till transgreſſion induced fear 
and ſhame, concealment and flight : then, 
afraid of God, and unhappy in himſelf, he 


ſought to hide, from a once welcome pre- 


ſence, amongſt the trees of the garden. 
But God ſought the fugitive ; and con- 
tinued the friendſhip that was forfeited. 
He dealt tenderly with the firſt tranſ- 
greſſor, as he ever has done with all ſuc- 
ceeding 
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ceeding ones. Who told thee that thou. 


waſt naked?” Whence this ſelf-deſpiſiency, 
this ſenſe of loſt innocence, honour, and 
happineſs? *© In the cool of the day,“ the 


emblem of rebated diſpleaſure * God 


came to deal with his diſobedient crea- 
ture; and to tender him a bleſſing, when 
he was vainly endeavouring to hide him- 
ſelf from a curſe : and accoſted him with 
a promiſe, the developement and accom- 
pliſhment of which make up our Goſpel ; 
which is all compriſed in the glad tidings, 
that God is in Chriſt, reconciling the 
world to himſelf :* God preached this doc- 
trine to Adam, and the Goſpel of Jeſus 
preaches it to his children. 


* The pleaſing turn of Dr. Groſvenor, * Temper of 


Jeſus, 17.“ ſeemingly ſuggeſted by the following lines 
ot Milton : 


Now was the Sun in weſtern cadence low 
From noon; and gentle airs, due at their hour 
To fan the earth, now waked, and uſher in 
The evening cool, when, he from wrath more cool, 
Came the mild judge, and interceſſor, both, 
To ſentence man. 


Par. Loſt, x. 92 —6. 
2 It 
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It is © the deſign of chriſtianity' to 
eſtabliſh friendſhip with Deity; and to 
ſettle the moſt amiable and advantageous 
meaſures of it between God and man. 
Chriſtianity 1s the means whereby God 
works, for rooting out of his human crea- 
tion all enmity to him, and to his laws ; 
and in a proportionate degree, all intelicity. 
So far as its doctrines have their influence, 
and its propoſals acceptance, man poſ- 
ſeſſes the honour and happineſs of his firſt 
eſtate, and the world is a paradiſe not 
entirely loſt. We have the divine com- 
munion and fellowſhip, which were the 
glory of that primeval condition. * If any 


man keep my words, my father will love 


him ; and I will love him; and we will 
come unto him; and make our abode 
with him.“ He that abideth in the doc- 
trine of Chriſt, he hath both the father 
and the ſon :' the preſence, the fellowſhip, 
the love of both. We are ſons of God,” 
in receiving of Jeſus Chriſt: * ſons and 
daughters to the Lord Almighty,” if we 
come out from a prophane world, and 
perfect holineſs in his fear. If we eſcape 


the 
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the pollutions that are in this world 
through luſts, we are © partakers of a di- 
vine nature: and by the ſpirit of love, the 
ſpirit of chriſtianity, © dwell in God, and 
have God dwelling in us.“ Surely theſe 
expreſſions denote that union with Deity 
that may be called friendſhip! I will 
dwell in them; and walk in them; and I 
will be to them a God, and they ſhall be 
to me a people.“ The Goſpel deligns 
friendſhip with God; and the ſpirit of it 
is that friendſhip. 


CHAP. III. 


OF FRIENDSHIP ON GOD'S PART: OR. 
THAT GOD 1S A FRIEND TO US. 


HIS is the voice of nature and ſcrip- 
ture; the language of heaven and 
earth; and the uniform teſtimony of every 
creature. The moſt glorious and excel- 
lent God, addreſſes us by each; and ſays, 
call me friend !' The declaration ſhould 
inſpire us with joy and confidence, and 
make the ſtrongeſt and grandeſt impreſſion 
upon our ſpirits. 

Creation aroſe from his boundleſs be- 
nignity, and is at once the evidence and 
gratification of it. A lovelier thought 
cannot enter the heart of man, than is 
conveyed by the hymn of the celeſtials: 
Thou art worthy to receive glory and 
honour, for thou haſt made all things; 
and for thy pleaſure, they are, and were 
created! All was made from, and for, 
the 
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the pleaſure of a benevolent God; in 
unſolicited, ſelf-complacential goodneſs ; 
delighting in its own purpoſes, and fatis- 
factorily reſting in its own productions. 
With what an additional charm does this 
thought deck the creation! God's good- 
neſs was gratified, as well as man's hap- 
pineſs ſerved by it. The creation ſhould 
be further endeared to us by this conſi- 
deration, and we ſhould have a greater 
delectation from every thing that we ſee, 
and enjoy. 

The prophet, meaning to do an exclu- 
ſive honour to the power and wiſdom of 
God, in creation, aſks, with whom took 
he counſel, and who inſtructed him,” in 
that amazing work? Creation is all his 
own, in point of beneficence alſo. God's 
goodneſs had, and needed, no other cauſe. 
All is to be reſolved into © the good plea- 
iure of his goodneſs.” 

As men call up their contrivance and 
ſkill, and uſe care and exacttneſs when 
employed about ſome darling and long 
meditated object; God is deſcribed as 
doing the ſame in his formation of the 

Cc 4 world. 
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world. Je meaſured the waters; meted 
the land, and ſpread his line upon it. 
All was to be done in order and ſymme- 
try, and becoming that great and almighty 
architect, who, to expreſs the proportion 
ot his works, as well as the power of his 
hand, is ſaid to have © weighed the moun- 
tains in ſcales, and the hills in a balance.” 
In ſuch ſelf-complacency did God deſign 
the world, and with the ſame complacency 
beheld the ſtructure of it, when com- 
pleated according to the model that his 
wiſdom drew: and as men felicitate them- 
ſelves upon the accompliſhment of a 
favourite undertaking, and bleſs the day 
that brought it to perfection; ſo God 
bleſſed both his work, and the day 
on which he reſted from it. And as at 
firſt, ſo ſtill, © God rejoices in his works: 
and his joy, and his glory, in them, ſhall 
endure for ever: for notwithſtanding all 
its ſins and calamities, its varieties and 
contrarieties, to this day, his glory is in 
all the earth.” 

The creation of man eſpecially diſplays 
the benignity of God. It is diſplayed in 
the 
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the pattern after which he is formed. 
Let us make man after our own image! 
Man was to be not only God's work, but 
his image : not only his creature, but his 
child; a partaker of his intelligence, and 
capable of his converſe and bleſſedneſs: 
and. the production was according to the 
pattern ; *ſo God created man in his own 
image: in the image of God created he 
man!” Beſides dominion over the crea- 
tures, which God ſpecifies as his image, 
and by inveſting him with which he 
adorned man with a flower of his own 
crown, he made him like himſelf, as in 
intelligence, ſo in choice, or liberty of 
will; in executive powers for reducing 
his purpoſes and intentions into act and 
exerciſe; and in a capacity for governing 
the inferior faculties: made him innocent, 

and with a poſſibility of continuing ſo. 
David viewed his own frame with ad- 
miration, as a monument of divine good- 
neſs as. well as wiſdom, and therefore 
commanding both wonder and praiſe : 
and Job, with apparent reverence of him- 
ſelf, but a greater reverence of his Maker, 
C 5 | prefaces 
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prefaces his admiring contemplation of his 
own form and figure with this moſt ſuit- 
able acknowledgement; thy hands have 
made me, and faſhioned me together round 
about!“ Here, is both a confeſſing of the 
author, and a magnifying of the work: 
none but thou couldſt have made ſo ex- 


cellent a creature. After theſe examples, 


let us learn to reverence God's workman- 
ſhip in us: if we conſider what is external 
in our make; what is internal; what is 
uſeful; and what ornamental; we ſhall 
diſcover the higheſt indications of power, 
ſkill, and goodneſs that are divine; and 
ſhall not refrain from that curious wonder, 
and devotional gratitude, of which we find 
ſo many expreſſions in the Bible. In his 
preſent degeneracies, and imperfections, 
man is ſtiled the image and glory of 
God, and demands and deſerves ſelf- con- 
templation, and ſelf- attention. 

The original diſpoſal of man ſhews 
that he was dear to God; and the object 
of the Creator's eſpecial regard. The 
Lord God planted a garden eaſtward in 
Eden, and there he put the man that he 
had 
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had made.“ This conveys the idea of 
peculiar beauty, fruitfulneſs, and uſe: 
of a ſpot diſtinguiſhed, firſt by the divine 
eye, and then by the divine culture and 
bounty : here is a preparation, on God's 
part, as for the introduction of a ſuperior 
and beloved creature: and what muſt not 
have been Adam's admiration at himſelf, 
and confidence in his God, when walking 
forth in innocence, ſimplicity, and a ſimili- 
tude of his Maker's majeſty, his eye 


beheld and appropriated the charming 
ſcene ! 

A garden, ſays Sir William Temple*, 
was the habitation of our firſt parents 
before the fall: if we believe the ſcrip- 
ture, we muſt allow, that God efteemed 
a life paſſed there the happieſt life he 
could give them.” That exemption from 
care and ſolicitude, he adds, which ſuch 
a life does ſtill afford, ſeems equally to 
favour both contemplation and health; 
the enjoyment of ſenſe and imagination; 
and thereby the quiet and eaſe both of the 


3 Spectator, and Eſſay on Gardening. 
c 6 body 


36 Friendſhip with God : 


body and mind: for this reaſon Epicurus 
paſſed his life wholly in his garden ; ſtudy- 
ing, exerciſing, and teaching his philoſo- 
phy there; no other abode contributing 
ſo much to the tranquillity of mind, and 
indolence of body, which he made the 
chief ends of his lite and lectures. 

And there is triendſhip in the Creator's 
diſpoſal of us, as well as of the firſt man. 
Eden, indeed, 1s no more; and Paradiſe, 
relinquiſhed by Adam, is ſince waſhed 
away by the deluge: ſo far, all things are 
not as they were from the beginning of 
the creation. But let us view the world 
with a ſmall ſhare of that benign ſpirit in 
which God made it, and with half the 
grateful affection we owe to him, and we 
ſhall find that we have great reaſon to 
* rejoice in his love.“ © The earth hath 
he given to the children of men;' and 
a magnificent gift it is; and a comely 
and delectable dwelling. The material 
world is a ſtately and lovely fabric; 
the brightneſs of its Maker's glory, and 
the image of his perfections: for com- 
bined ornament and grandeur, it meets 

the 
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the prophet's deſcription, Beauty ſet in 


Majeſty :* and its benefits and bleſſings 


correſpond to the richneſs and fulneſs of 
their ſource; the unlimited goodneſs of 
God. Behold the world, at that carly 
and bleſſed hour when the paſſions of men 
are not awake to agitate it, nor their ini— 
quities active to defile it, and all will ap- 
pear tranquillity and felicity. 

When the day-ſpring from on high viſits 
us through the tender mercies of our God; 
and light, like a golden cordial, Powe 
itſelf over the creation : 

When the diforders and woes of one 
day are paſt;. and thoſe of another not 
tully come : 

When the mad joys of wine are over; 
and they that have made a noiſe through 
wine, are ſunk into ſtupefaction and 
ſilence: 

When revel has dropt her tumultuous 
tongue; riot reclined her tired and fran- 
tic head; and the wolves and lions of 
mankind, like the lions of the wood, have 
gathered themſelves together, and laid 
them down in their dens, from the face 


of 
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of that witneſſing morning that is as the 
{ſhadow of death unto them : 

Before the ſtateſman riſes to embroil 
the world ; or the children of the world 
begin their emulous and diſtracting ſtrug- 
gles; ſeeking every one his gain from his 
quarter : 

Before Mammon opens his temples to 
the haſty ſteps, and eager deſires, of his 
wakeful, anticipating votaries : 

Or pride ſows her contentions, and 
puts forth her foot, to cruſh or vex the 
humble and the poor : 

When we riſe at the voice of the bird; 
and before the beaſt, that has forgiven 
and forgotten his yeſterday's ſufferings, 
renews his ſubjection to the ſorrowful 
empire of man: 

At this early and bleſſed hour, the 
world appears as God made it. Paradiſe 
is not loſt! The fins and miſeries of ſix 
thouſand years, have left no veſtiges 
behind them! We ſee the recent impreſ- 
ſion of the Creator's hand upon his works: 
we have his benediction over them in our 
ears: we partake of the complacential 

ſatisfac- 
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ſatisfaction that he expreſſed; and ſay, 
* all is, indeed, very good!“ © His glory is 
in the heavens, and his mercy in all the 
earth!“ | 

High and admiring thoughts of the 
world, and the God that made 1t, there 
have been without the advantage of the 
Bible; and the correct and elevated ſen- 
timents and forms of praiſe, which that 
contains, to the great Creator. The hea- 
thens have expreſſed their wonder, thank- 
fulneſs, and triumph. Cicero calls na- 
ture, and the works of nature, the proofs, 
the maſter-pieces of divine art; and makes 
man born to contemplate, imitate, and 
wonder at the world?. The like compla- 


cential 


9 Ars divina. Ipſe autem homo natus eſt, ad 
mundum contemplandum, imitandum, et mirandum. 
(De Nat. Deo. ii. 14.) By * imitating? the world, I 
ſuppoſe, he means, bringing the order and beauty of 
the material world into our moral conduct: he has a 
ſimiliar paſſage in his treatiſe de Senectute. Credo 
deos immortates Sparſiſſe animos in corpora humana, 
ut eſſent, qui, cœleſtium ordinem contemplantes, imi- 
tarentur eum vitæ modo atque conſtantia : or he may 
mean to recommend an imitation of God by the 
expreſſion; many philoſophers, as he in that book 
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cential thoughts and views of the world, 
and ſimilar profeſſions of, or calls to, ad- 
miration and delight i it, we find in other 
writers '; and we thould not come ſhort 
of their juſt ſentiments, nor diſregard 
their reaſonable ſuggeſtions. Paul con- 
veys his ſenſe of the beautiful and har- 
monious effects of creating power, by 
ſaying, the worlds were * framed” by the 
word of God: a word that denotes the 
excellent order that appears in the viſible 
ſyſtem: and it is worthy of obſerving, 
that the very © name' of the world, in the 
language of the ancients, imports it to be 
a ſyſtem of regularity, ſymmetry, and 
beauty. The Greeks called it by a word, 
that with them was * ornament ;' and the 
Latins, by one which they uſed for a 


informs us, holding the world to be God. * Miran- 
dum, in the above quotation, is not in every copy of 
Cicero; but is in ſome. ' 


1 Seneca has the words, animus contemplator, ad- 
miratorque mundi: alſo, cœlum, fidera, lunamque 
miramur. We believe in God, and a providence 
from the things that we wonder at;* ſaid a Greek 
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* neatneſs' and elegance' of form, figure, 
or apparel *. 


Fond Atheiſt! could a giddy dance 
Of atoms, lawleſs hurl'd, 
Produce to regular, fo fair, 
So harmoniz'd a world? 


Why do not Arab's driving ſands, 
The ſport of ev'ry ſtorm, 

A palace here, the child of chance, 
Or there, a temple form ? 


A God! A God! creation ſhouts, 
A God! each inſet cries: 

He moulded in his palm the earth; 
And hung it on the ſkies. 


Let us make man! O voice divine ! 
And ſtamp a God on clay; 

To govern nature's humbler births, 
And bear an earthly ſway. 


He ſaid: with ſtrength and beauty clad, 
Young health in ev'ry vein; 

With thought enthron'd upon his brow, 
Walks forth majeſtic man! 


So Pliny remarks: Equidem et conſcenſu gen- 
tium moveor; nam quem xo5uor” Graci, nomine 
ornamenti, appellaverunt, eum, nos, a perfecta, abſo- 
lutaque elegantia, mundum.“ The laſt word, and 
ſome of its varying forms, are uſed for the exactneſs, 
delicacy, and beauty of female attire. Mundum : 
munditiæ. 

Around 
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Around he turns his wond'ring eyes; 
All nature's works ſurveys : 

Admires the earth, the ſkies, himſelf; 
And tries his tongue in praiſe ;— 


„Ve hills and vales, ye meads and woods, 
„ Bright ſun, and glittering ſtream, 
Fair creatures! tell me if you ſaw, 
& From whence and what I am! 


© What parent power, all great, all good, 
„ Do theſe around me own ? 

Tell me, fair creatures, tell me, how 
© To adore the vaſt unknown! 


„% By whom ye crop the flow'ry food, 
« Or through the foreſt ſtray ; 

*« By whom I feel unknown delight, 
And drink the golden day! 


Gay are the ſunny plains; how fair 


« Each tenant of the ſhade; 
“And ſomething whiſpers me within, — 
« All theſe for thee were made! 


„What parent pow'r, all great, all good, 
„Do theſe around me own? 

« Tell me, fair creatures, tell me, how 
46% To adore the vaſt unknown! 


Who gives the wondrous tongue to found, 
© The wondrous eye to ſee; 

Who gives the amazing thought to ſoar, 

«© The amazing ſoul to be!“ 


And 
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And as the © beauties,” ſo eſpecially the 
* bounties,” of the world, ſhew God to be 
the friend of man. As he has reared for 
him a delectable dwelling, he has alſo 
filled it with good things, How liberal 
a proviſion 1s everywhere made for human 
happineſs; in heaven, and earth, in air, 
and ſea : how liberal a proviſion, and how 
conſtant! © My father worketh hitherto, 
and I work !' Jeſus had cured a ſick and 
lame man: the Jews, with that littleneſs 
of mind which always ſticks cloſe to pre- 
eiſions and hypocrites, who magnify the 
obſervance of days and times, and the 
performance of a rite, above the ſubſtan- 
tial acts of piety and charity, objected to 
him, that he had healed on the ſabbath- 
day. Jeſus thus anſwered their cavil: 
divine benignity keeps no ſabbath :* nor 
ever has done, from its firſt inſtitution, at 
the beginning of the world! God has 
always ſo far diſpenſed with his own com- 
mand, as to give his goodneſs its energy 
and influence on the ſabbath, as well as 
on other days: and I am herein the image 


of 
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of his tender mercies. * The ſon of man 
is greater than the ſabbath ;” and © Lord 
of the ſabbath-day;' making its prohibi- 
tions and rigours, bend to thoſe benefits 
of ſoul or body which it was originally 
appointed to befriend ! A divine ſentiment, 
and worthy the lips from which it dropped. 
If, ſays Mr. Addiſon, © we conſider the 
world in its natural beauty and harmony, 
one would be apt to conclude it was made 
for our pleaſure ; but when we conſider it 
in its ſubſerviency to man, we ſee that it 
is made for our uſe.” All is contrived to 
ſerve us, as well as to pleaſe us; the earth 
yields her increaſe, as well as exhibits her 
attractions and charms. See the perpetual 
agency of God for the ſupport and com- 
fort of man; for him the rains deſcend ; 
and the dews fall; and the graſs flouriſh- 
eth; for man, are the fields covered with 


corn; and the cattle upon a thouſand hills 


fed. God feeds the inferior creatures, that 
they may miniſter unto man: and they 
meet our neceſhties, and furniſh out our 
entertainments, and render us their differ— 
ent 
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ent and peculiar ſervices, as if by a deſigned 
appropriation and a common agreement : 
no previous caſt of characters, and offices, 
could have produced a lovelier variety, 
and juſter aſſortment of benefits from 
them. Not a ſparrow is forgotten before 
God: and this, becauſe man is remem— 
bered : ſo that in the iſſue, all the tender 
mercies of God that are over all his works, 
do terminate in us: and we ſay of every 
ſupport and blefling vouchſafed to the 
creatures beneath us, © that is mercy to 
me:“ an effort of the Creator's kindneſs 


to make my life in this world deſirable 


and happy to me. 

Beſides the mercies that come with 
obſervation,” how many are there that ſteal 
upon us in filence; inſinuate themſelves 
into our very frame; and imperceptibly 
refreſh and bleſs us: overlooked for what 
ſhould make them the moſt noticed : their 
ſpeedy return, or rather their uninter- 
rupted perpetuity? Life is God's gift 
and favour ; in its hourly duration, as truly 
as in its firſt beſtowal. It is the breath of 
the almighty that is in us: and he con- 

tinues 
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tinues our breath; and feeds us with 
bread : and we live by his bleſſing, as well 
as by his bread. The refreſhment of our 
ſleep, as well as the nutriment of our food, 
is his vouchſafement; and is attributed to 
his benignity. There is a conſtant viſita- 
tion of God that preſerves our ſpirits. 
We live under the protection of his wing, 
and upon the too unheeded proviſions of 
his bounty. He is with us in every place; 
and we know it not. His left hand 1s 


. under our head ; his right hand embraces 


us; and his banner over us is löve, at all 
ſeaſons ; and when we are not apprehen- 
five either of his kindneſs or his preſence. 
That God is near, his ſuſtaining influences 
do every moment declare ; and we ſhould 
hear their ſmall, ſtill voice, as well as the 
louder calls to acknowledgement and 
thankſgiving, that are made by great and 
ſpecial benefits and deliverances. 

What have we that we have not re- 
ceived? What is it we eat; what is it we 
drink; what is it that clothes us, warms 
us, nouriſhes and delights us; are not all 
the vouchſafements of our divine bene- 
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factor ; that while we are candidates for 
a better world, we may have ſuitable 
comforts in this! There is nothing in our 
poſſeſſion, nothing in our houſes, but we 
may write upon it, © From above: from 
the father of lights! His good and perfect 
gift!” ſo men inſcribe each other's tokens 
of remembrance and love; at once owning 
the giver, and taking pleaſure in the gift. 
God is the friend that gives us all things 
with the pureſt intentions ; not to enſnare, 
but to bleſs us to the utmoſt. When it 
happens otherwiſe, the cauſe and the 
blame is with ourſelves. We put a ſting 
to the honey, and a thorn to the roſe, of 
the delights which he ſends us; and he 
gives with pleaſure to himſelf, as well as 
with purity of deſign to us; and with felt- 
gratulation in all the exertions of his 
goodneſs, as previouſly determined, and 
as actually made: ſo he took pleaſure in 
making the world, in giving it to man; 
and in the enjoyment it afforded him. 
Hear how God proclaims himſelf: the 
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Lord that created the heavens: God him- 
ſelf that formed the earth, and made it: 
he eſtabliſhed it; he created it not in 
vain ; he formed it to be inhabited! 

Beſides fulneſs and ſufficiency, there 
are in all the works of God ſuch marks of 
his diſpoſition to entertain, as well as to 
ſerve us, by them, as greatly demand our 
wonder and our joy. 

«Trees pleaſant to the ſight, and good 
for food, were what he firſt planted 
Paradiſe withal: and he ſtill keeps the 
ſame union of beauty and uſe: in ſome 
inſtances to a degree of enchantment ! 
Why muſt one object pleaſe ſo many 
ſenſes: and with ſervice in one article, 
charm us in many more? Why muſt the 
pine and the peach have ſhape for the 
fancy, colour for the eye, and fragrance 
for the ſmell, as well as richneſs and 
deliciouſneſs for the palate; and the pear 
and the apple be flowers, before they are 
fruits? Why muſt that, which at its per- 
fection is our food, firſt conſtitute a gar- 
den of beauty, or a field of perfume? 
Why muſt the numerous progeny of 
goodly 
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goodly creatures whom God has conſe- 
crated to our uſe, and ſubjected to our 
dominion, have figure to attract, as well 
as ſtrength to ſupport? The anſwer is 
plain; becauſe a good God made the 
world; who defires to endear himſelf to 
us, in every bleſling that he ſends us; and 
who means delight, as well as advantage, 
from every object that ſurrounds us. The 
embroidered coats and ſkins of animals; 
the rich and various plumage of birds, 
muſt be attributed to the ſame benevolent 
cauſe. Before they give us their fleſh to 
eat,“ they delight us with their delicate or 
majeſtic forms; their variegated, and in- 
finitely changeable hues ; or their cheerful 
and melodious ſongs: and the fluttering 
inſect, and the creeping thing, has its 
gloſly black, or ſcaly gold, in which to 
pleaſe and ſhine upon our fight. The 
birds of the heaven ſing among the 
branches: and if it be true, that the firſt 
notes of mulic were learnt from theirs, 
how great an advantage and favour is it, 
to have ſo many little maſters of melody 
in our ſervice, without having them in our 
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pay !' Beauty gives additional acceptable- 

neſs to benefit and worth: even virtue 

| itſelf is ſaid to be the more engaging in a 
| comely and well framed body“. Let us 
feel the ſentiment here; and appreciate 

the ſervices tendered us, by all beneath 

us, under the direction of it. It is a ſenti- 

ment that has bcen felt by philoſophers ; 

and prettily expreſſed by poets; who 

have magnified their ready and emulous 

attentions and offices, by the gayneſs of 

the liveries which they have ſhewn and 

performed them in*. It is moſt evident 

| = goodneſs in God, that the ſame living 
| creatures that are made for our ſuſtenance, 
ſhould raiſe pleaſing ideas in us by the 
delightfulneſs of their appearance. The 
ſame kind attention to us has God pre- 
ſerved in the inanimate part of the crea- 
F tion : © fountains, lakes, and rivers, are as 
4 refreſhing to the imagination as to the 


+ Gratior et pulchro veniens in corpore virtus. 
| Virg. v. 344. 
5 Certavere feræ, picturatæque volucres, 


Dona ſuo vati que potiora darent. 
Claud: ad Serenam. 
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foil which they paſs through.” Bleſſed 
God! why are we not kept in a general 
enthuſiaſm of admiration, delight, and 
gratitude, ſurrounded as we are with the 
multitudes of thy loving-kindneſſes? Let 
no gloom gather about my mind, to hide 
from it the benignity of thy nature and 
proviſions for me! Let no cares of this 
life, make the love and lovelineſs of thy 
creation be vain unto me“! 

Too often it is ſo. Divine goodneſs, with 
all its ſelf- evidence, cannot force convic- 
tion; nor, with all its power, enter our 
ſouls with comfort. Man walks forth at 
the brighteſt ſeaſons, and at the happieſt 


5 Some of the Pſalms celebrate the tranſcendent 
grandeur and awful magnificence of the works of 
God: others their conſummate beauty; infinite 
variety; curious arrangement; beneficial uſes; and 
apparent deſigned ſubſerviency to the delectation of 
man, as well as the glory of God. Some are paſ- 
torals; and ſuperior to thoſe of the Roman poets 
which are moſt admired. They were written by men 
of ſentiment and devotion; and may be read with 
great advantage, for that livelineſs of ſpirit, and well- 
pleaſedneſs with the world, that we ought always to 
preſerve. See Pſa. viii. Ixv. civ. cxlv. 
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hours, inſenſible of all that ſurrounds him. 
A glorious world is loſt upon him] Some 
care corrodes his heart; ſome diſappoint- 
ment fits heavy upon his brow ; ſome fear 
or deſire, ſome uncertain intereſt or hon- 
our, engroſſes him, and depreſſes him; 
and hides God and his good things from 
him. While pride, or ambition, or covet- 
ouſneſs, make their claims and ſtimulate 
us to their objects and meaſures, nature 
will inſpire no ſerenity, nor afford us any 
enjoyment: the ſun will ſhine in vain; 
flowers diſcloſe their ſweets, and open to 
cheer us in vain, We have repellents, 
within, to all that ſtrives to bleſs us with- 
out. We turn from the objects which 
God and nature ſet before us, for our 
eſtabliſhment and delectation, and con- 
verſe only in the diſquieting region of our 
own vain imaginations; and we feel the 
ſad, though natural iſſue. Let us ſee the 
friendſhip that God has for us in his 
works; and let us read it in his word : 
he has contrived for our ſerenity and joy 
in all things: and we owe much to his 
divine wiſdom and goodneſs, that he has 
done 
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done it in thoſe things that are moſt obvi- 
ous and common ; ſo that we need but 
open our eyes, to be in a meaſure cheer- 
ful and happy. It has been remarked, 
that the © blue' that arches the ſky, and 
the © green' that carpets the ground, are 
the moſt enlivening colours; and that 
ſtrengthen and refreſh the eye, inſtead of 
weakening or grieving it. This looks like 
the kind diſpoſition of the Creator of all; 
that whether we raiſe our eyes to his 
habitation, or confine them to the ſurface - 
of our own, we ſhould meet a united 
benefit and pleaſure. God has not ex- 
empted the world from imperfections and 
ſorrows; but his preſence is its conſola- 
tion; and his mercy its medicine. One 
of his names is, he that hath mercy on 
his ſervants!” 

With his works and his word we our- 
ſelves witneſs, becauſe we experience it, 
that God is the friend of man. 

Love is his eſſence, as well as his 
name: his paths are mercy: his thoughts 
are precious: his benefits, the fruits of his 
thoughts, are multitudes: more than we 
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can count tor number, or ſet in order tor 
variety, When we awake we are ſtil] 
with him: his, is the light of the morning, 
and the friendly ſhade of the evening. 
His friendly counſels guide us: his friend- 
ly rebukes awaken and correct us: as 
many as I love, I rebuke and chaſten :* he 
leads us through all our uncertainties ; 
and 1s better to us than our fears; carries 
us above trouble as on eagles wings, or 
hides us from it in the ſecret of his pre- 
ſence: in ſickneſs he is near us; in death 
he is with us; he keeps us from both, or 
cauſes that neither ſhall do us any harm. 
When death has ſet up his pale ſtand- 
ard, and ſure of victory, began to triumph 
in his ſpoil: when the faded form, and 
fainting heart, have announced a ſpeedy 
failure of the fleſh: when the blood has 
forſaken our cheeks; the pulſe weakened 
and flackened in its movements; and the 
lips been forced to drop the words of 
devotion or friendſhip they would have 


uttered; God has come to us in the 


character and power of, the preſerver 
of men:“ ſtopped the conflict, and diſ- 
x played 
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played afreſh the enſigns of life: we con- 
tinued the living, the living, to praiſe him; 
and with ſuch deliverance from death, he 
may have made another deliverance to 
follow: deliverance from the fear of 
death; ſo that it may be, we can now 
look down with compoſure and courage, 
into that grave that was once diſmaying 
and affrighting. 

And in the interval, between the fick- 
neſſes God has raiſed us from, and that 
{ickneſs which, when it comes, will be 
our laſt, we have his promiſes to ſweeten 
life ; to ſupport us under infirmity ; to cheer 
and invigorate age ; and enable us to meet 
death with ſteadfaſtneſs and tranquillity. 

The © laws' of God, as well as his pro- 
vidence, and its kind and endearing mea- 
ſures, ſhew his friendſhip to man. 

Diſobedience to heaven was ſoon fol- 
lowed by outrages upon earth. The cry 
of injury was ſoon heard in the tents of 
Adam's children: they doing violence to 
one another, as he had done violence to 
God and to himſelf. - Inſtead of renounc- 
ing the care of a rebellious race, and 
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leaving their paſſions without check or 
puniſhment ; he interpoſed with his poſi— 
tive law againſt murder; given in terms 
of condeſcenſion and goodneſs, that ought 
very much to impreſs us. At the hand 
of man, at the hand of every man's brother, 
will T require the life of man: whoſo 
ſheddeth man's blood, by man ſhall his 
blood be ſhed: for in the image of God 
made he man!' The ground of this law 
was man's enmity to his own ſpecies, 
which manifeſted him to have become a 
moſt depraved creature: yet the benevo- 
lent Creator acknowledges his image in 
man, ſunk as he was; owns the natural 
when he had loſt the moral image The 
image of God, though then impaired and 
defaced, was not to be touched with im- 
punity. | 

Of the ſame friendly nature with this 
expreſs and poſitive law, are the ſeveral 
ſtrong inviſible reſtraints which God has 
laid upon the ſpirits of men; and which 
they are uſually held under; and kept 
from deſtroying and injuring one another 
by. There are impreſſions ſtamped upon 

man 
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man which are called, the laws of na- 
ture.” Paul intimates, that for their 
ſtrength and clearneſs, they are ſufficient 
for thoſe who are under no expreſs cove- 
nant to be governed and judged by. 
Now theſe are all written on the heart by 
the finger of the great legiſlator ; and as 
the tendency of them is to keep the world 
in order, they muſt be acknowledged ſo 
many marks of his care for man ; that his 
exiſtence in this world may be rendered 
ſafe and ſecure to him. To ſtrengthen 
theſe original impreſſions, is one great end 
of religious inſtitutions. We are to eſtab- 
Iiſh and improve upon the laws of nature, 
by the law of Chriſt. That man finds 
himſelf under an inward reſtraint from 
doing evil; that he has a diſpoſition to do 
good; that he has love in his boſom ; that 
he is under the impulſes of compaſſion ; 
that he feels ſympathy ; that he is tender 
of property, chaſtity, and reputation ; and 
that he fears an oath; all are inſtances of 
the goodneſs of God, and his friendly 
regard to the race of man. 

D 5 * Redemp- 
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* Redemption,” moſt of all, evinces the 
friendſhip of God for men. 

* He remembered us in our low eſtate, 
according to his mercy that endureth for 
ever; and having at no time, and by no 
decree, appointed us to wrath, ſent us 
ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt. This is the 
greateſt proof of God's love, and ſhould 
conciliate ours. Indeed, this unſpeakable 
gift of God is deſcribed as ſufficient, not 
only to conciliate our love to him, but to 
conſtrain and force it. © One of the poets,' 
ſays an excellent writer”, © hath an ingeni- 
ous fancy to expreſs the paſſion wherewith 
he found himſelf overcome after a long 
reſiſtance: ſaying, that the God of love 
had ſhot all his golden arrows at him, but 
could never pierce his heart till he put 
himſelf into the bow, and darted himſelf 
ſtraight into his breaſt. This doth ſome way 
adumbrate God's dealings with men: he 
had long contended with a ſtubborn world, 
and thrown down many a blefling upon 
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mortals; and when all his other gifts 
could not prevail, he at laſt made a gift of 
himſelf to teſtify his affection, and engage 
theirs.” God ſo loved the world that he 
gave his only begotten Son! So loved! the 
matter is repreſented in this indefinite form, 


as if to leave all men amazed; and to 


ſupply, from their own imaginations, that 
greatneſs of munificence which he could 
find no words to expreſs. 

We have © redemption,” even the re- 
miſſion of ſins: and the fulneſs of the 
remiſſion is implied in the terms by which 
it is declared: © removed as far as eaſt and 
weſt: to as great a diſtance as heaven and 
earth: not remembered of God: caſt be- 
hind his back : buried in the depths of the 
ſea: ſought for but not found: done away 
as a cloud!“ © I, even I, am he that blot- 
teth out thy tranſgreſſions for my name's 
ſake!” The great God coming to us with 
ſuch words as theſe upon his lips, ſhews 
friendſhip unqueſtionable. This is * re- 
demption begun: the completion of it is 
eternal life. 
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And now what is the inference ? what, 
but that as the heavens do not confine 
God in his friendſhip, the earth ſhould not 
confine us in ours: and that ſince heaven 
is deſcribed as the place of his moſt glori- 


ous reſidence, we betake ourſelves thither, 


with our love and praiſe, our dependence, 
truſt, and complacency, and all thoſe vir- 
tuous and devotional qualities, which are 
more particularly deſcribed in the follow- 
ing Chapter. 


CHAP. IV. 


OF FRIENDSHIP ON OUR PART: OR, 


WHAT MAKES US FRIENDS OF GOD. 


SECTION I. 


Of Reconciliation to God as the Foundation of 
Friendiliſi. 


C ECONCILIATION' to God, car- 

ries in it an implication, that there 
is ſuch a thing as * enmity” to him in the 
world: and heinous as the guilt, and 
dreadful as the charge, it is but too true 
that there is. In contemplation of divine 
holineſs and goodneſs, Jeſus ſaid, © O right- 
eous Father, the world cannot hate thee !' 
A fair preſumption ; and in the pleaſure 
and rapture of a devotional hour, an ir- 


reſiſtible concluſion : but this ſame Jeſus 


did alſo ſay, © ye have both ſeen and hated 
both me and my father: and Paul, in his 
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black catalogue of offenders has theſe, 
* haters of God.“ 

The Atheiſt would deſtroy the exiſtence 
of God: and this is the very height of 
enmity: of enmity not to God only but 
to men too: whom he would rob of all 
heavenly protection ; and of the only ſure 
ground of joy, truſt, and hope. And the 
enmity of the Atheiſt, both to God and 
men, appears the more unpardonable, 
when it is conſidered for what purpoſe it 
is conceived and maintained; even that 
he may enjoy his own guilty ſecurity : live 
with the ſenſuality of a brute, or the ma- 
lignity of a devil, and then die in defpair, 
and have no one to call him to an account. 
For ſo worthy an end, the world muſt be 


without a ruler, and man without a God. 


God muſt loſe his throne, that he may 
break the orders of it; and the virtuous 
part of the creation muſt loſe its heaven, 
that he may eſcape his own deſerved hell. 
What is this but the moſt provoking en- 
mity firſt againſt God, and then againſt the 
beſt intereſt, the natural hope, and the 
true honour of mankind! And in what a 
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pitiful and ſordid ſelfiſhneſs is the enmity 
founded! God and man, heaven and 
earth, muſt all give way, that a child of 
pride or oppreſſion, of vanity or profane- 
neſs, may have his own will and courſe ; 
and be free from all wiſe, reaſonable and 
merciful reſtraint. The Atheiſt is an ene- 
my to his own ſtock and race, as well as 
to his Maker; and the oppoling of his 
debaſing tenets, and diſconſolate ſyſtem, 
ſhould be made a common intereſt and 
cauſe. © The fool hath ſaid in his heart, 
there is no God.“ He is to be oppoſed on 
a double account: both as a fool and an 
adverſary. 

But enmity to God is not to be confined 
to the Atheiſt and the blaſphemer : there 
is no occaſion to deny God, burn the bible, 
and do an outrage to all that is ſacred, to 
become his enemy. The imputation falls 
upon other characters, the ſound of which 
do not ſhock and alarm us in an equal 
manner. 

There is the libertine : he would take 
the ſceptre out of God's hand ; and con- 
troul his natural and juſt authority, when- 


ever 
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ever any fooliſh or wicked luſt claims the 
gratification. 

The revengeful man would take the 
ſword out of the hand of God, as the 
libertine would the ſceptre: he would 
invade the tremendous prerogative which 
God Almighty excluſively claims: Ven- 
geance is mine, I will repay, faith the 
Lord.“ So far as his own intereſts go, he 
would be ruler, judge, and executioner : to 
the neglect and dethroning of the ſupreme 
ruler : the proceſſes of whoſe government, 
his paſſion, his humour, or his honour, will 
not let him ſtay for. 

The unforgiving man is an enemy of 
God, as neither minding his rule, nor fol- 
lowing his example of forgiveneſs. * Let 
not the ſun go down upon your wrath ! 
Here is a limitation of our anger, and a 
preſumed tendency of the ſcene to ex- 
tinguiſh it. One ſetting ſun is enough to 
tranquillize the moſt diſturbed and reſent- 
ful boſom. | 

When I think of that one line, he 
maketh his ſun to ariſe on the evil and the 
good; and ſee this miniſter of his Maker's 
love, 
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love, after having communicated the ful- 
neſs of his influence, retiring in all the 
mildneſs of majeſty ; and with infallible 
certainty of returning to cheer and bleſs 
me as before ; can I ſtand untouched with 
his unwearied goodneſs; and without the 
calm which his withdrawing, awful, boun- 
teous, preſence creates? or ſhall I keep 
up the meridian heat and torment of ma- 
lignant paſhons in my own ſoul? Ye 
children of wrath,” take your walk at 
evening tide; and ſee if you can withſtand! 
His unſufferable brightneſs puts out all 
other fires: let his ſetting mildneſs and 
greatneſs, extinguiſh or cool the rages and 

fervours of your little and guilty hearts! 
Among the enemies of God, I reckon 
the hard-hearted man: who never knew 
what it was to do good to men for God's 
ſake : though often entreated by that very 
conſideration. © He that loveth not his 
brother whom he hath ſeen, how ſhall he 
love God whom he hath not ſeen?*' With 
ſuch a perſon all goes into the whirlpool 
of ſelfiſhneſs: nothing paſſes his hands, by 
way 
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way of gratitude to God, or charity to 
men. 

And what are all unthankful and un- 
grateful men, but enemies of God? Paul 
ranks theſe alſo with the very worſt of 
ſinners. Unthankful, ungrateful.“ Their 
alienation from God increaſes with the 
number and value of his favours. Thus 
are God's benefits and bleſſings perverted 
from their proper and intended uſe. God 
means to allure men by them to his intereſt 


and ſervice, and men take occaſion from 


them to deſert his intereſt and ſervice: he 
means them as ſo many motives to obe- 
dience; and they diſobey with the higher 
hand. 

The covetous man's name is followed 
by a dreadful appendage. * The covet- 
ous whom the Lord abhors! Such de- 
clared abhorrence on God's part, muſt 
infer great guilt on man's. Paul proclaims 
every covetous man an idolater : and what 
is enmity more than idolatry ; which is 
moving God to jealouſy, by giving his 
glory to another; and, in the preſent in- 

| ſtance, 
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ſtance, transferring to gold that reverence, 
dependence, and truſt, which are due only 
to infinite power, perfection, and goodneſs. 
* They ſay unto gold, thou art my hope; 
and to the fine gold, thou art my confi- 
dence.' 

All competitions are offenſive according 
to the inferiority and unworthineſs of the 
oppoſed object or character. God himſelf 
ſpeaks with ſimilar juſt reſentment : they 
have moved me to jealouſy with them that 
are no gods.” And what rival does the 
covetous man ſet up? Who, and what is 
his Deity ? Not the brightneſs of the fir- 
mament ; or the ſtars that are for ever and 
ever: not the ſun travelling in the great- 
neſs of his ſtrength ; the God of Perſia and 
the Eaſt: not the moon walking in bright- 
neſs; the queen of heaven, who ſetteth 
her troops in the ſtories of heaven ; moving 
in conſcious beauty, and ſeeming to in- 
dulge to the admiration that ſhe challenges: 
not the hoſts of heaven, nor the moſt 
magnificent things of the earth; not the 
ancient mountains, the everlaſting hills, 
or 
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or the great and wide ſea*; but © Cæſar's 
image and ſuperſcription :* gold, loved for 
its own ſake, and not for its deſigned uſes: 
and therefore equally loved in every form; 
whether as the ſleeping medal, or the 
circulating coin; whether bearing the 
impreſs of Titus, the delight of human 
kind, or of Caligula, or Nero, the ſcourges 
and curſes of it: the metal all; wanting 
no conſecration of impreſſed characters; 
no concomitant or aſſociated charm ; nor 
loſing endearment and value from bearing 
names and faces, whoſe crimes will for 
ever be remembered at the fight of them?. 


Beſides 


* © Mountains have that which is auguſt and ſtately 
in the beholding : that inſpireth the mind with great 
thoughts and paſſions : and we naturally think of God 
and his greatneſs.” The Romans made a God of 
Tellus, or the earth. Ocean was a God; and the 
father of the Gods. The Egyptians worſhipped their 
Nile; and the Indians their Ganges. 


9 And round about him lay on every fide 
Great heaps of gold that never could be ſpent! 
Of which ſome were rude ower, not purifide 
Of Mulciber's devouring element: 

Some 
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Beſides that, covetous men have great 
infelicity in their unworthy defires, and 
miſplaced affections, they have God's 
diſpleaſure; they experience their leading 
views to be wrong ; and they feel them- 
ſelves unhappy ; but have no conviction 
of their ſpirit and temper, being matter 
of frown and puniſhment. 

The men of pleaſure and diſſipation, are 
reckoned harmleſs characters: no ones 
enemies but their own.“ Yet the ſcrip- 
ture impleads them alſo as enemies of 
God: and very juſtly: their pleaſures 
having that ſupreme attention and affec- 
tion which are due to God alone. We 
read of lovers of pleaſure, more than 
lovers of God ;' and ſuch a preference can 
never ſubſiſt with duty. Conſider what 
the preference conſiſts in: time is devoted 


Some others were new driven, and diſtent 

Into great ingots, and to wedges ſquare : 

Some in round plates, wihouten moniment : 

But moſt were ſtampt, and in their metal bare, 

The antique ſhapes of kings, and Keſars ſtrange 
and rare. 


Spencer, F. Q. ii. 7. 
to 
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to pleaſure more than it is to God. Money 
is more devoted to pleaſure. Self-denial 
is more ſubmitted to for pleaſure than for 
God. What if God required of men as 
much as pleaſure does? What if God 
required us to be up all night, and ſick 
all day, for his ſervice? What if he drove 
us through noon-day heats, and midnight 
damps? What if his ſervice broke in upon 
the hours of reſt and refreſhment; and 
allowed but tranſient ſlumbers, and haſty 
meals; and we, after all, found ourſelves 
deluded into the bargain; and mocked 
with repeated diſappointments? We 
ſhould call God a hard maſter; but we 
take all this from pleaſure; and pay her 
compliment, as well as yield ſubmiſſion ! 
We appear obliged to her, for wearing 
our ſpirits; and waſting our fleſh ; con- 
ſuming our ſubſtance; and deſtroying our 
ſouls ! 

In addition to the above characters, 
there are the proud, whom God knoweth 
afar off: the lying lips, that ſhall be put to 
ſilence: the falſe balances, and them that 
hold them; which are an abomination 

| unto 
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unto the Lord : and the unrighteous, that 
thall not inherit his kingdom. 

The life of every diſobedient perſon is a 
continual reſiſtance to the laws and com- 
mands of God. And what is reſiſtance 
but enmity? A kind of enmity that is 
ſeverely threatened and condemned : 
* Woe to him that ſtriveth with his 
Maker!“ 

I need not inſtance, in particular claſſes 
of offenders: all ſin is enmity to God; 
and every ſinner is an enemy: ſo Paul 
ſtates the matter. Enemies in your minds 
to God, by wicked works.' And God is, 
on his part, an enemy to ſinners. Angry 
with the wicked every day. A permanent 
anger: called in the emphaſis of ſcripture, 
* the wrath of God abiding on them.” 

There is no one perfection in God, how- 
ever excellent and admirable, but ſin- 
ners are enemies to: they would diſarm 
him'of his power, becauſe they know they 
have incenſed it againſt them, and that it 
is too hard for them. They hate the un- 
limited preſence of God, which is the 
conſolation and triumph of the righteous, 


becauſe 
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becauſe it follows them into the ſecret 
receſſes of their iniquities: they cannot 
endure his holineſs, though it is the ground 
of confidence in his government, becauſe 
it is contrary to, and will condemn their 
unholineſs: and as to his very goodneſs, 
which they have ſo much occaſion for, 
and will ſometimes affect to magnity, they 
treat that both with neglect and contempt; 
to their Maker's diſpleaſure, and their own 
aggravated guilt. © They deſpiſe the riches 
of his forbearance and patience ; thus 
treaſuring up to themſelves wrath againſt 
the day of wrath.“ Friendſtftp with God 
ſuppoſes reconciliation to him as its foun- 
dation; reconciliation to his exiſtence, per- 
fections, and government; ſo that we have 
nothing to object to either ; but are per- 
fectly well pleaſed that there is a God, 
and that he is ſuch a God as his word 
deſcribes him. 

In order to © reconciliation,” to God, we 
muſt have theſe notions of enmity to 
him : | 

* It is unreaſonable.” To be an enemy 
to God, is to hate light and love darkneſs: 

to 


2 


at on our Part. 73 


to loathe beauty, and difreliſh harmony: 
to fly in the face of goodneſs and patience; 
and to be averſe to perfection itſelf : it is 
to ſtrike at the power through which we 
live and move: and to direct our breath, 
and lift our hand, againſt him who gave 
and continues the uſe of both : © The up- 
right love him: and ever have loved, and 
ever will love him : and nothing but guilt, 
that all-perverting thing, can make to him 
a foe or an alien. 

Enmity to God is alſo a“ deſtructive' 
thing: 1t will provoke his diſpleaſure ; 
and then our wretchedneſs is completed. 
Conſider what an adverſary God may be- 
come, if we make him one! His wiſdom 
will diſcover and deſpiſe all our folly. His 
power can always command inſtruments 
for puniſhing our affronts. His very good- 
neſs will condemn us for the abuſe of it. 
His truth will accomplith all his threaten- 
ings. His eye will find us out wherever 
we go: and his eternity can give an awful 
permanency to his diſpleaſure! A man is 
angry with me, and he dies: but fit is a 
fearful thing to fall into the hands of the 

E living 
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living God: who can deſtroy both ſoul 
and body; and who, it 1s-intimated, will 
do it, if we perſevere in a cauſeleſs, and 
guilty hoſtility againſt him. 


* 


SECTION II. 


Some other Articles which conſtitute Friendſhih with God 


on our Part : or by which we aftfrrove ourſelves Friends 


of God. 
KNOWLEDGE—CHOICE—DELIGHT. 


I. Knowledge is the foundation of all 
valuable human friendſhips. We make 
friends of thoſe in whom we diſcern great 
and amiable qualities, and our eſteem and 
attachment is proportioned by them. 

God has all excellencies, and we ſhould 
diſcern and know them ; that we may be 
attracted by them ; and bleſſed in them. 
* Acquaint thyſelf with him ;' for thine 
own good, as well as duty, is concerned 
in it. 

The more clear and comprehenſive our 
knowledge of God is, the more ſhall we 
ſee of the deſirableneſs of his friendſhip : 

and 
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and the more applaud ourſelves for enter 
ing into the bonds and obligations of it: 
and ſhall charge it upon ourſelves with 
increaſing ſolemnity and earneſtneſs, my 
ſoul, wait thou only upon him!“ 

The knowledge of God ſhould be an 
object of natural deſire to man: we are his 
offspring: and it ſhould be our firſt re— 
queſt, ſhew us the father. 

And yet God is but little known in the 
world; nor do men chooſe or care to 
know him: they like not to retain God 
in their knowledge.” With all our creeds 
and formularies, he remains too much the 
unknown God' amongſt us. Careleſs men 
know juſt enough of God to diſpleaſe him: 
to make free with his name, and ſhew 
their pleaſantry at the mention of his per- 
fections and providence: and as to men of 
more conſideration and collectedneſs, in 
the general, we find but little of a proper 
ſenſe of God upon their ſpirits: few grave 
impreſſive notions of Deity, that have a 
happy influence upon duty and comfort : 
and fo they loſe the pleaſure which a right 
view of the greatneſs and gloriouſneſs of 
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the divine attributes would give then; 
and are ſo far © without God in the world,” 
as to experience a great deal of that infe- 
licity which the ſuitable apprehenſions of 
him would have kept them free from. 
And, as I have hinted, mens' Ignorance 
of God is not unavoidable or neceſſary, but 
affected and choſen. Of this, they are 
willingly ignorant,” ſays Peter: of this, of 
what? Of God, as the Creator of the 
world, and the Creator of themſelves. 
Some men will admit any abſurdities into 
their heads, rather than admit God into 
their hearts. The world ſhall be made by 
chance, or be eternal; and ſo not made at 
all; rather than God ſhall be owned for 
the architect. There ſhall be no govern- 
ing providence, rather than he ſhall have 
the direction of it. No future rewards 
and puniſhments, that he may be ſhut out 
from the diſtribution of them. They will 
moreover groan under any burthens, rather 
than ſo far admit a God, as to invoke him 
for their deliverer. The affected ignorance 
and wilful neglect of God, in this matter, 
is well deſcribed in the book of Job: 
* they 
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they cry out by reaſon of the arm of the 
mighty; by reaſon of the multitude of 
oppretlions ; but none ſaith, where is God 
my Maker?” Nature itſelf dictates, © cry 
to him for help who gave thee life: but 
here are men who would rather periſh 
under others ſevereties, than own a God 
above themſelves, and above their op- 
preſſors. Such choſen ignorance of God 
is a moſt debating crime of humanity: a 
moſt notorious violation of the law, and 
duty of our creation. 

Friendthip with God ſuppoſes the know- 
ledge, and the pleaſant acknowledgment 
of him. | 

We ſhould be willing to know God, 
and take pains to know him; * ſeeking 
after him, it haply we may find him:” 
making thoſe continued endeavours that 
conſtitute * the following on to know the 
I ord:' how excellent he is in himſelf; 
how related to us; and how ſuitable a 
portion for us. 

The knowledge of God is enriching to 
us. This is life eternal. Suitable ideas 
of infinite power, goodneſs, wiſdom, and 

E 3 faithtul- 
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taithfulneſs, will ennoble and adorn our 
{pirits; and God himſelf allows us to 
glory in the poſſeſſion of them: „let him 
that glorieth, glory in this, that he know- 
eth me; the attributes of my nature, and 
the methods of my government. 

Let us contemplate, and uſe, all the 
works of God, as means for attaining the 
knowledge of him; and helps to us for 
acquiring it. Every devotional man does. 
Jo him there is a tranſparency in every 
* thing, through which the divine artificer 
* ſhines: to him, the works of God are fo 
* many windows, for letting in the moſt 
© captivating beams of his perfeCtions : 
* while to inconſiderate and ſenſual men, 
* they are ſo many curtains, for ſhutting 
God, and his perfections out!“. 

Every thing great and beautiful in the 
creation, ſhould bring the image of God 
to our minds: for he is the firſt cauſe of 
* all things; and the exiſtence and excel- 
© lence of every thing elſe, is only the effect, 
pledge, and proof of his exiſtence and 
glory *. 

1 Mr, Mead. David Hartley. 
To 
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To a devotional mind, the world is © a 
book of meditation; and furniſhes a pſalm 
of praiſe :' the grazing beaſt and chirping 
bird, bring to remembrance that bountitul 
Lord, © who gives to the beaſt his food, 
and to the young ravens that cry.“ The 
painted flower exhibits the heavenly wiſ— 
dom that contrived its tints and colours ; 
and is endeared to it for its Maker's ſake, 
as well as for its own. 


Thus God in ev'ry creature ſhines, 
Fair 1s the book of Nature's lines; 
But fairer is the book of grace. 


For it is from the word of God, that we 
derive our fulleſt, and moſt delectable 
knowledge of him: thoſe views of al- 
mighty power, tranſcendent mercy, tender 
compaſſions, and long-ſuffering patience, 
that create a heaven of tranquillity, de- 
light, and confidence within us; and 
ſupply ſtrength and conſolation, for cheer- 
ful obedience, 

Have I been ſo long time with thee, 
and yet haſt thou not known me?” God 
has been long time with us, by his won- 
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derful works and tender mercies: never 
far from us: let us dread the imputation 
and charge of not knowing him. 

II. Choice, or ſejection, is one of the 
firſt ſteps and acts in human triendthips ; 
and it 1s fo in the divine. 

Man is a ſociable creature: he has a 
natural propenſity to ſociety, and con- 
verſe: his qualifications for ſociety, thew 
that he was intended for it: and friend- 
ſhip is the directing and determining this 
propenlity to ſociety in general, to ſome 
ſpecial preferred individual. 

Friendſhip with God is the choice of 
him, in the room of any, and above every 
creature. 

God is * worthy” of our choice. * I am 
the almighty God! Here God ſpeaks of 
himſelf : and he ſpeaks like himſelf: with 
a divine greatneſs, and all-ſufhciency. 
His perfections contain all that we can 
imagzpe : and more than we can imagine: 
all knowledge; all goodneſs; all happi— 
neſs; all that is defirable, of whatever 
kind; and in the greateſt poſſible degree. 
All other objects of our choice are inade— 

quate 
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quate to our neceſſities and ſatisfactions; 
but © the portion of Jacob is not like unto 
them. 

God is the *© ſuitable,' as well as the 
worthy object of choice to us: and, there- 
fore, if we chooſe him not, we do an in- 
jury to ourſelves, as well as put a ſlight 
upon him. A man may lament his own 
condition, if he does but duly apprehend 
it: inaſmuch, as though there is but one 
perfect being, but one ſatisfying good, but 
one ſuitable and all- ſufficient friend of man- 
kind, he makes no choice of him; and 
therefore has no portion in him. 

Wiſe and good men think of the choice 
they have made of God, with full appro— 
bation of it, and of themſelves: no re— 
pentings here: O my ſoul, thou haſt 
ſaid unto the Lord, thou art my Lord!” 
And they glory in it, as well as approve 
it: exhibiting the great object of their 
choice, to the view and admiration of all : 
Lo, this God is our God! Our God 18 
in the heavens, he hath done whatſoever 
he pleaſed, and can do whatſoever we 
want.“ This God! fee how excellent he 
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is, and how ſecure and happy we muſt be 
in him! 

The adorable God *« offers' himſelf to 
our choice: he © claims' it: and he ex- 
poſtulates' with us as to whom we would 
chooſe to the neglect, or in preference of 
him. To whom will ye liken God, and 
to what ſimilitude will ye compare him?” 
* My ſon, give me thine heart!' © Chooſe 
whom you will ſerve' and truſt; me, or 
vanity. 

The choice of God, as our friend and 
portion, is * juſtified' by the commands of 
ſcripture: by its repreſentations of God: 
by its congratulations: and by its de- 
clared experience of righteous men: the 
fountain of life is ſaid to be with him; 
and fulneſs of joy in his preſence : he that 
has God for his help, and whoſe hope the 
Lord 1s, it pronounces happy: and they 
that have taſted that the Lord is good, 
bleſs every man that truſts in him like 
_ themſelves. 

A choice of God, as our almighty friend 
and ſovereign good, let us make: let us 
repent of every unworthy choice we may 
have 
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have made againſt him, or in preference of 
him: and adopting the ſentiment and 
ſaying of the penitents in Iſaiah, confeſs 
and reſolve: * O Lord, our Lord, other 
Lords, beſides thee, have had dominion' 
over our underſtandings, our affections, 
our ſubmiſſions, and our ſervices; but 
we will now make mention only of thy 
name. | 

III. Delight, is a part, and a bleſſing, 
of human friendſhip : by that we expreſs 
it; and evidence the ſincerity and ſtrength 
of it: and it ſhould evidence a nobler 
friendſhip; and bleſs us in the maintain- 
ing it. | 
God is worthy of being delighted in; 
which every mortal friend is not. There 
may be great qualities to excite eſteem : 
ſhining talents to raiſe admiration ; and a 
good heart to engage confidence: and 
yet, that may be wanting that is neceſſary 
to produce delight. But God is a friend 
every way delectable: and they that know 
his name, * drink of the river of his plea- 
ſure.” 

E 6 We 
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We are commanded to delight in God: 
and a promiſe is annexed to the com- 
mand: delight thyſelf alſo in the Al- 
mighty, and he ſhall give thee the deſires 
of thine heart.” It is ſo much the will of 
God we ſhould do it, that he will grant us 
all we can aſk for it. Let us lay our 
minds open to thoſe impreſſions that God's 
perfections, providence, and government 
muſt make upon every good and attentive 
mind, and then delight in him will be 
irreſiſtible: and will ſpring up in our 
boſoms of itſelf ; without our wanting a 
poſitive command to cheriſh it. Think of 
God: not to be troubled, but gladdened. 

© It is the good-natured advice of an 
admired ancient, to think over the ſeveral 
virtues, and excellencies. of our acquaint- 
ance; when we have a mind to indulge 
ourſelves and be cheerful.“ With him, it 
ſeems, friendſhip made one common ſtock 
of virtues and excellencies; that each one 
of the band might take the ſatisfaciions of 
as he wanted them. If ſuch a feſtivity is 
furniſhed to us from the recollection of 
human, 


What on our Part. 85 


human, ſcanty, excellencies, how much 
more muſt the remembrance of God, and 
of his perfection pleaſe! * If the fancied 
preſence of diſtant friends affects our 
minds, and raiſes our ſpirits, both in 
thought and action;' in what greater 
degree ſhould not that real preſence of 
God, which ſurrounds us when we think 
of his glories, exalt our minds; and fill us 
with ſtrength and triumph! Are the great 
and good qualities of a friend fo far my 
own, that I can cheer a gloomy hour with 
them, and with his imagined company ; 
what greater joy ſhould I not allow myſelf, 
in that higher Being that is ever at my 
right-hand ; and in whoſe perfection I am 
ſo intereſted, as to be taught to call it my 
own ; to all the purpoſes of protection 
and happineſs! We may make God an 
exceeding great joy to ourſelves: and, 
that peace, which paſſeth all underſtand- 

ing. | 
Delight in God 1s the evidence of a 
religious ſpirit; and diſtinguithes the ſin- 
cere ſoul from the hypocrite: © will he 
delight himſelf in the Almighty :' he may 
think 
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think of God with dread ; mention him 
with ſeeming reſpe&t ; ſerve him for an 
intereſt; and come to church for faſhion ; 
to get on in the world, or to get off a dull 
and heavy hour ; but as to delight in God, 
his nature, and will, dominion, and provi- 
dence, he is no ſuch friend as that comes 
to. 
In human friendſhips, the delight is 
mutual; and, wonderful as it may ſeem, 
it is ſo in the divine. © The upright are his 
delight: their prayer, and their proſperity, 
is ſo: he taketh pleaſure in them that fear 
him; and his countenance doth behold 
them ;* as we direct our eye, and keep it 
fixed, upon what gives us any particular 
eſpecial pleaſure. The lofty, holy, happy 
Jehovah, has his delights with the children 
of men! Let all the ſons of God ling toge- 
ther; and, hke the morning ſtars, ſhout 
aloud for joy ! 


SECTION 
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SECTION III. 


Some further Articles of this Friend/hif: : or by which we 
aſihirove ourſelves Friends of God. 


DEVOTIONAL INTERCOURSE: CHEER- 
FUL SERVICE: PERSEVERING AND 
UNCHANGEABLE CONSTANCY. 


IV. Devotional intercourſe. This fol- 
lows from that delight in God which has 
juſt been treated of. Delighting our- 
ſelves in the Almighty,” and calling upon 
God,“ are therefore put in cloſe con- 
nettion : the one very naturally producing 
the other. 

We do not long refrain the converſe of 
thoſe we delight in, if we have liberty of 
indulging in it. Complacency in the 
heart will reſpire through the lips; and 
where God 1s the object, will teach the 
tongue the language of adoration and 
prayer; of gratitude, thankſgiving, and 
afhance. 

The communication of ſentiments, and 
interchange of endearments, are the great- 

| eſt 
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and without opportunities for them, the 
improvements of the underſtanding, and 
the virtues of the heart, would afford a 
very diminiſhed ſatisfaction ®. 

This has its parallel in divine friendſhip: 
and mutual communication 1s maintained 
in that; by devotional ſentiments, affec- 
tions, and exerciſes, on our part ; and by 
condeſcending goodneſs, on the part of 
God: called, a meeting of him that 
worketh righteouſneſs; and them that 
remember God in their way: a © bowing 
the heavens, and coming down.' 

God allows us in the ſpirit, and agree- 
ably to the laws of friendſhip, to come 
near unto him, even to his ſeat; to order 
our cauſe before him ; to fill our mouths 


Si quis in ccelum aſcendiſſet, naturamque mundi, 
et pulchritudinem ſiderum perſpexiſſet, inſuavem illam 
admirationem ei fore, quæ jucundiſſima fuiſſet, fi ali- 
quem, cui narraret, habuiſſet. Sic natura ſolitarium 
nihil amat, ſemperque ad aliquod tanquam admini— 
culum annititur: quod in amiciſhmo quoque dulciſſi- 
mum eſt. 


Cic. de Amicitia, 5 23. 
with 
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with arguments ; and to plead his power, 
his faithfulneſs, and his goodneſs for our 
ſecurity or our deliverance. This is called 
in the Pſalms, © a pouring out the heart 
before God:“ not that he wants any infor- 
mation from us, as to our circumſtances, 
proſpects, or ſtate of ſpirit: © | know thy 
work, and labour, and patience :' he 
knows all in us, and all about us: but that 
ſuch communication is ſuitable to the hope 
we have in him; and the dependence we 
have upon him. God * allows' us devo- 
tional intercourſe with himſelf, and he 
commands' it: call upon me in the day 
of trouble: and he © encourages' it; aſſum- 
ing ſuch names as, God of our life; God 
of our mercies; God of our hope; God of 
our ſalvation ; the Comforter of them that 
are caſt down; our tender Father, and 
faithful Shepherd. Our prayer is fo ac— 
ceptable to him, that he takes one of his 
titles from his readineſs to hear it. Our 


tears, whether of penitence or ſorrow, he 


is ſaid to put into his bottle; our ſilent 
weeping has a voice that reaches him; 
and the ſighs that eſcape us, from op- 
preſling 
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preſſing and inexpreſſible grief, come up 
before him. Our grateful acknowledge- 
ments, he dignifies with the name of praiſe; 
and accounts the impotent breath with 
which we render them, an addition to his 
glory. IJ will deliver thee, and thou ſhalt 
glorify me:“ by adoring ſentiments ; by 
pleaſing reflections, on my power, wiſdom, 
and faithfulneſs. Let it endear the God 
of heaven to us, that he will take any part 
of his glory from us; and that ſuch addi- 
tion to his glory ſhould ariſe from any 
devotional frame and poſture of our ſpirits! 

The maintaining this devotional com- 
munication with God, which he allows, 
encourages, and thus wonderfully honours, 
is friendſhip with him; and is the cha- 
racteriſtic and joy of every good and recti- 
hed mind. 

The wicked call not upon God; and 
reſtrain prayer, and every devotional exer- 
ciſe before him. From them, no thanks 
that God is at hand, to be praiſed, or 
prayed to; to inſpect their ſpirits, or re- 
ceive any expreſſions of love and duty. 
Satan called to the ſun, to tell him how 
he 
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he hated his beams“: ſo would a child of 
Satan, in the ſpirit, if he had but the deſ- 
peration of his father, tell God himſelf, that 
he hated him; his perfections; and his 
government; they being all againſt his 
guilt and ſafety. Give me a corner, wrap 
me in a cloud, encompaſs me with dark- 
neſs; let all ſight of Deity, and communica- 
tion with him, by ſome means or other, be 
intercepted ! © Cauſe the holy one of Iſrael 
to ceaſe from before us ;' ſaid a rebellious 
people to their prophet : remove the glo- 
rious object out of ſight: his brightneſs 
and purity confound us! But it is the 
conſolation and triumph of the righteous 
man, that heaven is always open, and God 
always near; that his mind may at all 
times meet the great parent mind; and 
that, by divine omnipreſence and influence, 


O thou that with ſurpaſſing glory crown'd, 
Look'ſt from thy ſole dominion like the God 
Of this new world ; at whoſe fight all the ſtars 
Hide their diminiſh'd heads; to thee I call, 

But with no friendly voice; and add thy name, 
O ſun, to tell thee how I hate thy beams, 


Par. Loft, iv. 32. 
heaven 
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heaven and carth are made to be one: he 
is glad that there is ſuch a thing as devo- 
tional intercourſe with Deity to be had ; 
and he reſolves to maintain it. 

I ſhall only under this head exhibit the 
king of Iſrael, as an example of that con- 
verſe with God, which I am deſcribing as 
a branch of Friendſhip with God. As 
tor me, I will call upon God, and the Lord 
ſhall ſave me: evening and morning, and 
at noon, will I pray and cry aloud, and he 
ſhall hear my voice. He reſolved, that in 
this moſt noble and moſt pleaſing emplov- 
ment, he would prevent the morning, and 
that he would wait for God to ſpeak to 
him, and do homage at his throne more 
than they that waited for its earlieſt beams: 
I fay more than they that wait for the 
morning. Nay, midnight was to be wit- 
neſs to his adoring diſpolitions and ex- 
preſſions: my mouth ſhall praiſe thee with 
Joyful lips, when I remember thee upon 
my bed, and meditate on thee in the night 
watches. He coveted the ſanctuary for 
the ſake of its divine inhabitant, and wel- 
comed its ſervices with the moſt pious and 

exalted 
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exalted affections. How amiable are thy 
tabernacles, O Lord of Hoſts! my ſoul 
longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of 
| the Lord : my heart and my fleth crieth 
out for the living God. One thing have I 
defired of the Lord, that will I ſeek after, 
that I may dwell in the houſe of the Lord 
all the days of my life, to behold the 
beauty of the Lord, and to enquire in his 
temple. When ſhall I come and appear 
before God ? 

V. Friendſhip with God includes our 
cheerful ſervice done to him, and for 
him. 

It enters into the notion of friendſhip, 
that we ſerve and aſſiſt each other to the 
utmoſt of our power. Properly ſpeaking 

indeed, our divine friend needs no ſervice, 
and can receive no aſſiſtance from us: it 
muſt be of his own that we give him. 
The earth is the Lord's, and the fulneſs 
thereof; the world, and they that dwell 
therein. God that made the world, and 
all that is therein, ſeeing he is Lord of all, 
dwelleth not in temples made with hands, 
neither is worſhipped with mens' hands, i 
as 
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as though he needed any thing : the foun- 
tain of life is with him ; the fountain from 
whence we all participate. But God 
puts this dignity upon us, that he aſks our 
ſervice, and challenges our aſſiſtance. 
Who is on the Lord's fide? Whom ſhallI 
ſend with my meſſages and inſtructions, 
and who will go for us? As he dignifies 
what we ſay of him, and to him, with the 
name of praiſe, ſo he dignifies what we 
do for him with the name of ſervice: 
and he calls it not only ſervice, but 
honour ;—Them that honour me, I will 
honour. There ſhall be honour for ho- 


nour, only of a more excellent and valua- 


ble kind. If any man ſerve me, him will 
my father honour, And ſhall we refuſe 
our ſervice to God, our divine friend, when 
he puts it upon the footing of our doing 
him honour? It is not becauſe he wants 
us, but becauſe he would do us a favour, 
by employing us, and by receiving from us 
again, as our gift to him, that which he 
firſt gave us: as a prince or a noble ho- 
nours a poor peaſant, by firſt enabling him 
to offer gift and ſervice, and then conde- 

ſcendingly 
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ſcendingly accepting, and kindly reward- 
ing it. And what ſhould be the return, 
I will not ſay of our generoſity, but of our 
equity? Should it not be © Lord ſerve 
* thyſelf of me, and by me, as thou ſhalt 
* pleaſe: my body, my ſoul, my time, my 
liberty, my life, all are thine; all were 
* given by thee, and I would keep back 
nothing from thee.” This is the lan- 
guage of friendſhip, and it ſhould be our 
language to our high and everlaſting 
friend: we receive from him upon all 
occaſions; we conſtantly lean upon his 
power; derive from his bounty; ſerve 
ourſelves of his creatures; and are reple- 
niſhed out of his fulneſs: and ſhall we 
not ſerve his cauſe ? Shall we enjoy breath 
and being from him, and yield back no- 
thing to him? Is this thy kindneſs to thy 
friend? 

VI. True friendſhip ſuppoſes perſever- 
ing and unchangeable conſtancy : and this 
muſt enter into our friendſhip with God. 

God is conſtant in his friendſhip for us: 
his promiſe is, I will never leave thee, nor 
forſake thee : and his condutt is of a piece 

with 
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with his promiſe: for thou, Lord, haſt not 
forſaken them that ſeek thee. Let us be 
conſtant in our friendſhip to him. We 
read concerning David and Jonathan, that 
they entered into a covenant of friendſhip 
with each other, and that they ſware to 
that covenant. Something of this kind 
ſhould paſs, ſomething of this kind has 
frequently paſſed, between God and us. 
Every vow, every act of ſelf-dedication, 
every ſacrament, is a covenant of friend- 
ſhip. with God. The very word ſacra— 
ment, ſignifies that oath of fidelity that 
every ſoldier took to his general. So far 
we have vowed unto the Lord, and can- 
not go back, and therefore muſt perform 
our vows. I have ſworn, and I will per- 
form it, that I will keep thy righteous 
zudgments. 

Conſtancy and perſeverance in our 
friendſhip with God, is every way adviſe- 
able. He is neceſſary to us, and we can- 
not do without him: that is one reaſon : 
O keep thy God thy friend, for mot 
* certain 1t is, thou wilt have occaſion for 
him again, and thou knoweſt not how 
* ſoon : 
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* ſoon: keep thy intereſt in him, and 
* eſtrange not thyſelf trom hims.” It is 
very unreaſonable and fooliſh, when a pre- 
ſent turn is ſerved, to deſert God, as 
though we ſhould never want him again: 
as though we ſhould never more be in 
neceſſity, fear, or trouble. We ſhall want 
him as our friend in every ſtep and ſtage 
of our journey through lite: we ſhall 
eſpecially want him at death, and the 
approach of eternity: things that will 
come, and muſt be provided for. The 
keeping our intereſt in God as our divine 
friend, will always be an advantageous, 
and therefore a wife piece of conduct. 
This is the good part that ſhall never be 
taken from us. Here we ſhall always be 
on the right fide, for as God's cauſe muſt 
be triumphant, his friends muſt always 


come off with honour. Behold, all they 
that forſake thee ſhall be aſhamed: but 


ſteadfaſt adherence to God 1s equally our 
duty and our glory. They ſhall not be 
aſhamed in an evil time, and in the days of 
famine they ſhall be ſatisfied.” 


5 Lord Chief Juſtice Hale's Contemp. | 
F Of 
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Of this ſteady, perſevering, unchange- 
able conſtancy, the true ſervants of God, 
and more eſpecially his ſuffering ſervants, 
have been examples. Hence ſprang the 
noble deeds and wonderful atchievements 
of that bright liſt of heroes which is given 
us by the writer to the Hebrews. The 
whole life, of thoſe men upon earth, was 
one continued ſtruggle with ſuch evils as 
are moſt terrible to the apprehenſions of 
mankind : but they waxed valiant in the 
fight by Keeping near to their divine 
leader: the ſtorm that was raiſed to drive 
them to a diſtance from him, drove them 
ſo much the cloſer to him: and they 
behaved themſelves, in all reſpects, as 
became the heirs of that moſt excellent 
portion that they looked for: ſhewing us, 
and all the world, how to live as ſeeing 
him who is inviſible : and chooſe preſent 
afflictions, rather than ſinful pleaſures, 
from a reſpect to God, as the rewarder of 
them that ſeek him. 

But when I am enumerating the things 
which conſtitute us the friends of God, it 


would be a manifeſt omiſſion not to ex- 
hibit 
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hibit the diſtinguiſhing and characteriſtical 
virtues of Abraham, to whom this title, 
friend of God, was originally given. This 
I will do in the following ſection. 


SECTION IV. 


The claracteriſtical Virtues of Abraham, the Friend 
of God. 


FAITH—RESIGNATION—ZEAL. 


God would no more deſtroy the world, 
but reform it. Abraham is choſen as the 
head of the family and nation, in which 
the true knowledge and pure worſhip of 
him ſhould be preſerved: and is com- 
manded to leave his own country, a coun- 
try of idolators; and go to a land which 
was to become the ſcene of moſt ſplendid 
heavenly diſpenſations. 

This patriarch ſtands at the head of 
both covenants: the chriſtian being only 
the continuation and perfection of the 
Abrahamic: and he is ſo far the father of 
us all. It is no foreign or alien matter 
then, for us to enter into the particulars 
of his venerable character; and there is 
an eſpecial propriety in doing it, when 

F 2 we 
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we are conſidering what virtues will entail 
upon us his name, friend of God. 

Faith,“ was his firſt, and moſt promi- 
nent virtue. 

Faith ſignifies, a ſtrong and ſteadfaſt 
belief in God; as the maker and ruler of 
the world : whoſe preſence pervades, and 
whoſe wiſdom guides it: who works all 
things according to the counſels of his 
own will; true to his word, and good to 
the righteous. This was Abraham's 
faith: a comprchenſive, noble, influential 
principle: for its fruits it was imputed to 
him for righteouſneſs; and obtained for 
him his honourable and ſingular name. 
He is ſtiled, © the father of them that 
believe; and © faithful Abraham.“ By 
faith Abraham, when he was called to go 
out to a place which he ſhould afterwards 
receive for an inheritance, obeyed, and he 
went out, not knowing whither he went.” 
'The original call to which theſe words 
refer, you have in the book of Geneſis. 
No the Lord had ſaid unto Abraham, 
get thee. out of thy country, and from thy 
kindred, and thy father's houſe; and get 
thee 
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thee unto a land that I ſhall ſhew thee! 


and I will make of thee a great nation: 


and I will bleſs thee, and make thy name 
great; and thou ſhalt be a bleſſing. And 
in thee ſhall all families of the earth be 
bleſſed.” This is the promiſe that was 
made to Abraham, when he was firit 
called to ſet out; and it was renewed, 
and amplified to him, when in the land of 
Canaan, in this lofty and munificent way. 
© Look now towards heaven, and tell the 
ſtars; if thou be able to number them: 
and he ſaid to him, ſo ſhall thy ſeed be! 
Thou ſhalt be a father of many nations: 
a father of many nations have I made 
thee: kings ſhall come out of thee: and I 
will eſtabliſh my covenant between me 
and thee, and thy ſeed after thee in their 
generations; for an everlaſting covenant ; 
to be a God unto thee, and to thy ſeed 
after thee: and I will give to thee, and 
to thy ſeed after thee, the land wherein 
thou art a ſtranger: all the land of Canaan, 


for an everlaſting poſſeſſion; and I will be 
their God“! 


o See X11, xv. xvii. Chapters of Geneſis. 
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What a conveyance is here! This is a 
deed of inheritance, that makes all rolls 
and charters, all bequeſts and transfers of 
eſtates and dominions, thrones, principali- 
ties, and powers, look minute and beg- 
garly! Whom will ye liken to this father 
of nations; made ſo by the ſovereign of 
all nations: the grant ſtill good : the line 
ſtill extant: the right indefeaſible : the 
children of the promiſe, at ſome future 
glorious period, to recover and retain to 
the end of time; the gifts and callings of 
God being without repentance ! 

Here 1s a promiſe, ſeemingly like to 
fink under its own weight: by its magni- 
tude, to preclude faith and ſhake hope; 
and, by exceeding, kill all expectation! 
To believe himſelf a father of nations, and 
to anticipate to himſelf a poſterity, numer- 
ous as the ſtars of the heaven, or the duſt 
of the earth, while as yet he was childleſs, 
and likely ever to remain ſo: to appro- 
priate Canaan to this his promiſed ſeed, 
while he himſelf was but a pilgrim and a 
ſtranger there, without a foot of ground 
that he could call his own: and to look 
forward 
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forward to their ſafe and advantageous 
ſettlement there, after many wonderful 
previous changes, and a bondage of four 
hundred years: What dependence upon 
God! what perſuaſion of his faithfulneſs 
and power muſt not all this argue! 

Abraham, however, believed God, and 
obeyed: confided in his protection, and 
believed, him faithful who had promiſed : 
and under the impreſſions of faith and 
piety, © departed as the Lord had ſpoken 
to him ; and Lot went with him; and all 
their ſubſtance that they had gathered ; 
and all the ſouls they had gotten in 
Haran : and they went forth into the land 
of Canaan; and into the land of Canaan 
they came.“ 

And when got to Canaan, the ſacred 
hiſtorian takes notice of the pure humility, 
and the ſelf-annihilation, that Abraham 
preſerved. *© By faith, and with all this 
faith in his ſoul, he ſojourned in the land 
of promiſe, as in a ſtrange country.” 1 
am a ſtranger, and a ſojourner among you, 
ſaid he, when he ſtood up before his dead ; 

. a correct, 
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a correct, elegant, and ſentimental mour- 
ner. My Lord, thou art a mighty prince 
among us: ſaid the children of Heth: 
he takes no name but ſtranger. How 
different is the greatneſs which religion 
creates in the ſoul, from that which world- 
ly advantages communicate. It fills the 
mind, without inflating it; and ſuffers 
nothing ſelf-ſufficient, or unſuitable, to 
eſcape it. 

Let into the vaſt and tranſcendent de- 
ſigns of divine Providence; ſtanding at the 
head of a new divine diſpenſation; to 
open in that Canaan, into which he was 
now brought; and which had been given 
to him and his poſterity, by the great ſove- 
reign of all things; how natural and inno- 
cent, if not comely, might not ſome 
modeſt aſſumptions have appeared: ſome 
indications of his apprehended future 
greatneſs: ſome anticipations of the deeds 
and atchievements of his poſterity : ſome 
ſymbolical appropriations of the land; 
and intimations of his children's conqueſt 
of it, and property in it? Theſe things 
we 
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we find in ſimiliar circumſtances, in an- 
cient poetic deſcription”; they are al- 
lowed to be natural, and they offend not, 
but pleaſe. But nothing of this Kind is 
ſeen. ©I am a ſtranger among you: I 
have no property; and will not have a 
tomb among you, but by purchaſe: Sell 
me the cave of Macpelah.“ See the ami- 
able reſerves of faith and piety! The 
original in the grant, dwelling in a tent, 
where his children were to have a city of 
foundations: * dwelling in tents with 
Iſaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the 
ſame promiſe :' and who lived and died 
with a ſimplicity, and faith, like his own; 
perſuaded of promiſes which they did not 
receive. This faith of the patriarchs was 
common and hereditary. Some, that 
did not die in Canaan, would have their 
ſepulchres there; as an evidence of their 
belief that God would, at the appointed 
period, give their deſcendants that inheri- 
tance of it, that themſelves could not 
poſſeſs. * Bury me with my fathers, ſaid 
Jacob, in the cave that Abraham bought: 


7 Virg. Zn. viii. 
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and he was carried out of Egypt to it, 
according to his direction: and Joſeph, 
making mention of the departing of the 
children of Iſrael, gave commandment, 
© Ye ſhall carry my bones from hence: 
| and took an oath for performance. No 
" mauſoleum, or pyramid, amongſt the kings 
* of Egypt, where he himſelf had been a 
king, and even a God unto Pharaoh, was 
ſo coveted by him, as his length and 
breadth in the promiſed land; the future 
glorious ſcene of divine power, truth, and 
goodneſs. Here is the faith and patience 
of the patriarchs!' Here are they that 
keep the commandments of God;' and 
believe his word: every indication of afh- 
ance in him is pleaſing *®. 
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8 Perhaps, faith, as well as fancy, might be con- 
cerned, when a late daughter of Iſrael ordered her 
remains to be conveyed from the great city to Jeruſa- 
lem for burial. She might do this under a perſuaſion 
of the reſtoration of the Jews to Paleſtine, as the Pa- 
triarchs did it in belief of their original ſettlement: if 
ſo, it is well that ſhe had fortune to aid her faith; and 
do as that directed: and it is not a child of Abraham, 
only, that will find himſelf impreſſed with the recital. 
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Abraham's faith we muſt have, if we 
would approve ourſelves friends of God, 
as he was: and our faith ſhould operate, 
as his did: that 1s, it ſhould reconcile us 
to all God's commands to us, and diſpoſals 
of us, and make us willing to meet any 
changes, under his promiſed protection 
and proviſion. All the changes of place, 
habitation, employment, and friends too, 
ſhould be willingly ſubmitted to, and 
acquieſced in, ſo long as we have reaſon 
to believe that we are under the order 
and guidance of our Almighty friend on 
high. He can command us no where, but 
he can take care of us; for the world is 
all his own; and every creature can be 


A rich Jewels, of St. Mary Axe, who died a few 
days ago, made a ſingular will. She directed her 
body to be buried in Jeruſalem; and twelve Jews, 
who were to accompany it, to have four hundred 
pounds each for their trouble : two on departure, and 
two on their return to England, after executing their 
commiſſion. This will is to be literally obeyed; and 
the body is now ready for departure, with all its funeral 
honours,” 

Whitehall Evening Poſt, Dec. 24, 1795, 
and other prints of the time. 
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made a miniſter of his providence. He 
can provide a table in the wilderneſs: and 
ſatisfy, as with marrow and fatneſs, where 
we ſhould fear the being deſtitute of all 
ſupply. There 1s pleaſure in the thought, 
and to God there is infinite eaſe in the 
work. Let us then not look at any cir- 
cumſtances of apprehended hardneſs or 
grievouſneſs that his calls may in their firſt 
aſpect wear; but let us look at the power, 
truth, and goodneſs of him that makes 
them. How ſtrong, how numerous, and 
undeſcribable, are the bands that attach 
us to old friends, accuſtomed dwellings, 
and eſpecially to native foil?; and yet all 
theſe bands have been broken with ſafety, 
and advantage too, where the happier 
band of divine favour has remained ſtrong 
and ſure. No connections, dwelling, or 
country, limit the holy one of Iſrael, or 
bound his communications of goodneſs. 
We have a dwelling-place in him, every- 
where, and 1n all generations: we have a 


9 Neſcio qua natale ſolum dulcedine mentem, 
Tangit, et immemorem non finet eſſe ſui. 
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home wherever his eye, providence, and 
mercy reach. Let us not ſtraiten him 
who has never ſtraitened himſelf. Is a 
* brave' man at home everywhere, much 
more is a *good' man, Our abode can 
never be made wider than God's bounties ; 
nor caſt beyond the limits of his vouchſafe- 
ments. He is now near at hand; and he 
will be with us when we are afar off, 
Let us have an amplitude of mind, correſ- 
pondent to the amplitude of his goodneſs ; 
and we ſhall no where be forſaken. Let 
the divine love that goes beyond the 
bounds of our habitation, releaſe us from 
all laviſh fear in paſſing them; and inſpire 
us with a generous confidence in him, 
whoſe eyes are in every place. One ſpot 
has been rendered happy to us, by divine 
favour ; another will be made ſo: both 
ſhould appear alike good ; and we ſhould 
not dread the one, nor cling vehemently 


Omne ſolum forti patria eſt, ut piſcibus æquor: 
Et volucri, vacuo quicquid in orbe patet. 


OVID, 


to 
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to the other“. The pilgrim patriarchs, 
had pilgrim affections: they pitched their 
tents, and ſtruck them; with equal readi- 
neſs and ſatisfaction; perſuaded of God's 
preſence attending them in every ſtage of 


their pilgrimage; in the next, as much as 


in the preſent; or the paſt: and we ſhall 
make all the removes and changes we are 
called to make in this world, with ſimilar 
facility and pleaſure, if we have but their 
juſt conviction of a univerſal preſence and 
protection; care and goodneſs: and withal, 
a due ſenſe of our being ſojourners on the 
earth, as they, and all our fathers were. 
We may have ſome changes to make in 
the world, as long as we live in it. When 
we think ourſelves moſt eſtabliſhed, the 


2 Should fate command me to the fartheſt verge 
Of the green earth, to diſtant barbarous climes, 
Rivers unknown to ſong — — 

| tis nought to me ; 

Since God is ever preſent, ever felt, 

In the void waſte as in the city full; 

And where he vital breathes, there muſt be joy. 

THOMSON. 


diſpoſals 


What on our Part. 111 


diſpoſals of Providence, like a voice behind 
us, may ſay, Ariſe, and go hence! And 
if it ſhould, only let us obey in the ſpirit of 
Abraham's faith, and then, whether we 
know, or like him, do not know, whither 
we go; comprehending more, or leſs, of 
God's purpoſes and meaſures towards us, 
we ſhall, in the iſſue, find that they have all 
been worthy of his wiſdom ; and declared 
kind attention to us. He can ſerve our 
happineſs in one place, as well as in ano- 
ther; and perhaps beſt in that which we 
think moſt diſadvantageouſly, and un- 
favourably of. The ſafety of Abraham, 
in obeying an extraordinary divine order, 
and his after proſperity for his obedience, 
are propoſed for the encouragement of his 
children, in all their uncertainties, heſi- 
tancies, and fears: © look unto Abraham, 
your father: for I called him alone, and 
bleſſed him, and increaſed him.” 

II. Reſignation was another eminent 
virtue in Abraham's character. The won- 
derful inſtance of it, which is recorded, is 
the readineſs he manifeſted to offer his ſon, 
in ſacrifice, at God's command ; that ſon, 

the 
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the gift of whom was the beginning of the 
fulfilment of God's comprehenſive promiſe 
to him, and upon whoſe lite the complete 
fulfilment abſolutely depended. *© By faith, 
Abraham, when he was tried, offered up 
Iſaac ; and he that had received the pro- 
miſes, offered up his only begotten ſon, of 
whom it was ſaid, that in Iſaac ſhall thy 
ſeed be called.“ What an act of Friendſhip 
to God, and truſt in him, was this! In pro- 
portion to the degree of our friendſhip 
with men, we reſign ourſelves to them, 
and put our all into their hands: in our 
carriage towards our great and heavenly 
friend, our reſignation ſhould be entire; 
becauſe his goodneſs and wiſdom are in- 
finite. He firſt gave us all we poſſeſs, and 
ſtill knows how to make the beſt uſe of 
all, both for us and for himſelf. He takes 
as well as gives with the kindeſt intention, 
and therefore is in each caſe equally in- 
titled to our bleſſing him. It was ſpoken 
like a friend, though he lay me, yet will I 
truſt in him. I will put my life in his 
hands, nor abate my confidence if he take 
even that away. Conſider the circum- 

ſtances 
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ſtances of him who made this noble decla- 
ration. His ſubſtance was deſtroyed: his 
children were ſlain: his body tormented 
with the ingenious cruelty of a devil: and 
nothing was left him but a few falſe and 
miſtaken friends, ſome of whom tempted 
him to renounce his religion, and others 
would have perſuaded him that he had no 
religion to renounce: at one time urging 
him to revile his God, and at another to 
revile himſelf: and yet, in the midſt of all 
theſe trials, Job tinned not, nor charged 
God fooliſhly.— Acknowledging God's 
right to all, Friendſhip muſt not be offend- 
ed if he take ſome. There is a ſpeech of 
the pious Archbiſhop of Cambray, that 
might have come from the inſpired volume. 
If there needed no more than to move a 
ſtraw to bring him back to life again, I 
would not do it, ſince the pleaſure of God 
is otherwiſe 3,” | 

When David and Jonathan had made a 
covenant of friendſhip with each other, 


3 Said concerning: his royal pupil, the Duke of 
Burgundy. 


Life of Fenelon, 
the 
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the next thing we read 1s, that Jonathan 
ſtripped himſelf of the robe that was upon 
him, and gave it to David, and his gar- 
ments, even to his ſword, and to his bow, 
and to his girdle. He gave him all he 
had, whether for covering, ornament, or 
defence. Something of this kind ſhould 


be our behaviour towards dur divine friend. 


We thould be willing to ſtrip ourſelves of 
all mortal advantages and delights for his 
fake, holding nothing too dear to part 
with at his bidding ; nothing our own 
when he calls for it from us: and this in 
imitation of the reſignation and Friendſhip 
of the Redeemer of mankind, who ſtripped 
himſelf to clothe us: emptied himſelf to 
fill us: put on our nature, that we might 
be adorned with the divine excellencies of 
his. © Brethren, ye know the grace of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who when he was rich, 
for our ſakes became poor, that we by his 
poverty might be made rich.“ Reſignation 
is the true temper of chriſtianity ; it is that 
taking up the croſs of Chriſt, without 
which we cannot be worthy of him: and 
it is moreover the certain mark of a great 
and 
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and heroic mind. To be exceſſively cling- 
ing to our mortal comforts, as if a ſepara- 
tion were our inevitable and immediate 
deſtruction, argues a little mind, that has 
never been enlarged by the hope of eternal 
objects: but when we can quit the beaten 
road of preſent ſelf-ſeeking, and ſelf-gratifi- 
cation, which moſt men walk in, and in a 
ſteady and placid manner ſubject the diſ- 
poſal of all our bleflings to the God who 
beſtowed them all; this is a great ſpirit ; 
it is that overcoming both the world and 
ourſelves, which is the higheſt victory we 
can attain in our militant ſtate here upon 
earth, and which ſhall be followed with 
the hundred-fold reſtitution of all that we 
now loſe in heaven. 

Reſignation, has reſpect to © privation,' 
as well as © loſs :* and ſhould be preſerved 
by us, as to what 1s denied' us, as well 
as what is © taken from' us. We ſhould 
ſubmit to God when he withholds ;' as 
well as when he © withdraws.” This vir- 
tuous men do; through that abſtemiouſ- 
neſs of defire that is the reſult and dictate 
of genuine goodneſs. Good men are 

generally 
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generally ſatisfied with much leſs than 
others are. They covet not as others do: 
nor luſt, as they luſt: and viſible, and 
intereſting is the contraſt, between the 
bold and impetuous preſumptions and 
demands of inſignificant, and even vicious 
characters; and the moderation, acquieſ- 
cence, and ſubjection, of thoſe, who in the 
eſtimation both of God and man, have the 
faireſt and juſteſt claims upon the world, 
for all that it can do for their happineſs, 
during the ſhort time they have to live 
in 1t. 

Reſignation is moſt reaſonable. It is 
due to the ſupremacy of God: and beſides 
making us happy, 1s truly ornamental. 
How pleafing is a ſubjection to the father 
of ſpirits! A good man is lovely in proſ- 
perity: gratitude to God, and the good 
fruits of righteouſneſs to men, growing 
out of it; and being incorporated with it. 
And reſignation makes him lovely in ad- 
verſity: clothed with that, he is © not 
found naked; however ſtript of any 
mortal delights. Trouble comes to him, 
as the tempter did to Jeſus, but finds 
nothing 


What on our Part. 117 


nothing in him: no turbid ſediment at 
the bottom of his ſoul, which moved, or 
ſtirred, occaſions ferment, and gives him 
an unlovely or diſguſting appearance. 
Trouble clarifies, and dignifies him: he 
attracts veneration ; and ſeems to ſtand in 
a hallowed circle, commanding a reſpect- 
tul and a revering look. Such is the re- 
ſigned, afflicted righteous. 

How different the unſubdued, and re- 
fractory wicked! A wicked man in ad- 
verſity, is a man ſtriving with God; reſiſt- 
ing his will; and gainſaying his provi- 
dence : what ſhould ſubdue him, enrages 
him; and like the ſmitten, irritated ſavage, 
he is the fiercer for every ſtroke: he at 
laſt dies in a ſtorm : and his turbulent ſoul 
leaves his body under the impreſſions of 
the wretched conflicting paſſions that had 
agitated and tormented it! 

That we may have the bleſſing, and 
ornament of a reſigned ſpirit, when we 
come to want it, let us in time get the 
grounds and principles of it eſtabliſhed 
within us. 

Nothing can be done in a minute: 

| would 
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would the mariner, when the tempeſt 
comes, have to get his tackle from land to 
weather it? The world is an open ſea; 
agitated, as it has always been, by the 
paſſions and vices, the extravagant luſts, 
and the contending intereſts of men. Re- 
ligion furniſhes with compaſs and ballaſt, 
and every article for guidance, ſecurity, 
and defence. Paul ſpeaks of a whole 
armour of God, wherewith we may ſtand 


in any evil day; and with the anchor of 


hope, and the breaſt-plate of righteouſneſs, 
preſcribes © the goſpel of peace: or the 
peace and tranquillity, which the goſpel 
ſettles in the ſoul of man. © Have your 
feet ſhod, ſays he, with this preparation ;' 
better able to keep them unhurt in a 
thorny and rugged path, than the gold or 
brazen ſhoes and ſandals of ancient heroes 
and warriors. The armoury, where all 
the articles of defence he recommends, 


are prepared and kept, is always open; 


and we may provide ourſelves with them, 

as we want them; and with reſignation, 

and the principles of it, among the reſt. 
III. Zeal was another diſtinguiſhing 


virtue 
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virtue in Abraham's character: Zeal for 
God and his honour amongſt men. 

Zeal is inſeparable from true friendſhip, 
What! is it my friend's cauſe? T'll ſerve 
the cauſe of my friend to the utmoſt of 
my power. And this ſhould be our re- 
ſolution with reſpect to God our almighty 
friend on high. God himſelf bears teſti- 
mony to Abraham on this head. He 
gave this as one of his reaſons for com- 
municating to him the terrible judgments 
he was about to execute upon the ancient 
ſinners: Shall I hide from Abraham the 
thing that I am about to do? And why 
not from Abraham as well as others? It 
was becauſe of the good uſe he would 
make of the intelligence, and the manner 
in which he would apply it, for the 
ſpreading a reverence for God and his 
government, all around him. * I know 
him, and he will command his children, 
and his houſehold after him, and they 
ſhall keep the way of the Lord, to do 
juſtice and judgment.“ I know Abra- 
ham: I can truſt him for ſo doing. Al- 
mighty God has a cauſe in this apoſtate 


world: 
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world: and he expects that we defend 
and ſerve it: and we ſhall do fo, if our 
friendſhip for him is ſincere. Our pen, 
our purſe, our learning, our authority, all 
the ſeveral advantages of our ſtations and 
callings, muſt be directed to this end. 
To enlighten the ignorant, to reclaim the 
wicked, to convince gainſayers, confirm 
the wavering, and encourage and ſtrength- 
en in the road to eternal life: this is zeal 
for God; and attention to the beſt in- 
tereſts of men; and it we are friends of 
God, we ſhall be the friends of men, in 
our conſcientious and diligent attention 
to theſe things that belong to their peace 
and ſalvation. Our ſerving his cauſe, is 
our honouring God; our negleCting to do 
it, he reſents, and will puniſh: and how 
juſtly! A liberal and ingenuous perſon 
would be very deeply wounded by ſuch a 
recrimination as this, You have not uſed 
me well: you have not treated me like a 
friend! Let us take care that the great 
God have not any ſuch charge to bring 
againſt us. A friend, and ſee my ſervice 
_ declined, my name diſhonoured, my au- 
thority 
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thority trampled upon, and my bounty 
perverted and abuſed! No care to pro- 
mulge my laws, to aſſiſt and comfort in 
the. obſervance, and to correct in the vio- 
lation of them | 

We have the perfections, providence, 
and government of God to vindicate and 
honour ; not amongſt heathens and idola- 
ters; but againſt equal enemies, the pro- 
fane and the profligate. Let us ſerve a 


cauſe that ſo much wants our help, and ſo 
much merits 1t. 


G CHAP. 


CHAP. V. 


Some moſt excellent Perfections of God, which make his 
Friend/hif: moſt deſirable. 


POWER: OMNIPRESENCE: FAITHFUL- 
NESS: ETERNITY. 


þ P This is a venerable, and 
pleaſing attribute of Deity. 1 
know that thou canſt do all things! God 
had propounded to Job ſome queſtions, 
ariſing out of the grandeur and variety of 
his own works: © Canſt thou command 
the morning: canſt thou bring forth the 
hoſts of heaven: and bind or looſe the 
influences of them: will the lightnings 
come at thy command: and canſt thou 
open or ſtay the bottles of heaven?” Job 
knowing what all tended to, the evincing 
the power of God, and the weakneſs of 
man, in obedience and humility, ſo con- 
feſſed: © I know that thou canſt do every 
thing! And he made a ſimilar acknow- 
ledgment, 
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ledgment, If I ſpeak of ſtrength, lo, he is 
ſtrong : and, power belongeth unto God !' 
Creature claims muſt be excluded ; all being 
weakneſs when ſet in compariſon with his 
might. Beſides extraordinary exertions of 
the power of God, which have in all ages 
commanded the attention and fear of the 
children of men, the ſtill and uniform dil- 
play of it, in upholding the frame of the 
earth, and the orbs of the heaven, chal- 
lenges our admiration, and we may daily 
ſtoop and adore it. And in this power of 
God, the friend of God has an intereſt. 
God is deſcribed as in a manner poſſeſſing 
it for his fake, and he is encouraged to 
make his humble claims upon it. The 
eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout 
the earth, to ſhew himſelf ſtrong in behalf 
of them whoſe heart is perfect towards 
him. Armed with the omnipotence of 
the God they ſerved, with what ſuperior 
grandeur did three youths reply to the 
threats of an angry monarch ! We are not 
careful to anſwer thee in this matter : our 
God, whom we ſerve, is able to deliver us, 
and he will deliver us out of thine hand, 

G 2 O king. 
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O king. Nebuchadnezzar's enraged and 
diſtorted viſage, the moſt mighty men of 
his army that he called about him to re- 
venge this inſult, his claim of uncontroul- 
able dominion, and his fiery furnace for 
all that diſputed it—convey but a poor 
idea of greatneſs in compariſon with this 
compoſed but elevated ſpeech. And as 
in this memorable inſtance, ſo on more 
common occaſions, he giveth power to the 
faint, and to them that have no might he 
encreaſeth ſtrength : he fortifies the ſpirits 
of his ſervants within, and carries them 
through and above all temptations and 
afflictions without: his power extends to 
all worlds: he can change and controul 
the courſe of this for the benefit of his 
friends, and he has done it in very aſtoniſh- 
ing particulars, and can conduct them 
ſafely and advantageouſly to a better: 
with him is everlaſting ſtrength: and this 
is what we want, becauſe we are made for 
an everlaſting exiſtence. Give me the 
friend that can conduct me through all 
the clianges of life, death, and the reſur- 
rection ! 


II. God 
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H. God is Omnipreſent : and this makes 
him a moſt deſirable friend. 

Amongſt men, diſtance makes many a 
break in thoſe friendſhips which death 
will ſhortly diſſolve. But our divine friend 
is ever near. We cannot fee thoſe dif- 
conſolate borders that are not filled with 
his preſence and bounty, or from which 
the expreſſions of our duty and joy cannot 
reach him. A virtuous heathen once con- 
ſoled himſelf with this perſuaſion, that 
whitherſoever he ſhould go, he ſhould till 
be able to admire the works of God, and 
to maintain converſe with God. This 
makes every place alike good to the friend 
of God; and in every place he is alike 
happy. His prayer can no where be loſt 
in the wind, nor his profeſſions of reſpect 
ſcattered with the duſt. God is near to 
all them that call upon him : near to ſup- 
ply, near to juſtify them. And as his 
preſence, ſo his knowledge 1s univerſal 
and infinite: he can judge of our appeals 
from men: of our appeals to himſelf: fo 


* Vide title page. 
G 3 that 
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that we may at all times, and in all places, 
have the divine ſatisfactions of conſcious 
innocence, and an approving God: thou 
that knoweſt all things, knoweſt that I love 
thee. 

Let us a little further indulge to the 
pleaſure of this thought, that God is a 
friend ever preſent with us: there are 
ſeveral kinds and inſtances of ſolitude to 
which it may be moſt charmingly applied. 
Sometimes we chooſe to be alone, for reſt 
of the body, or refreſhment of the ſpirits : 
in this inſtance how pleaſing is it that we 
have our heavenly friend with us, ſo as to 
be able to ſay, I will both lay me down in 
peace and ſleep, for thou, Lord, only makeſt 
me dwell in ſafety. When I awake, I am 
ſtill with thee. Solitude may be choſen 
for improvement in knowledge and devo- 
tion: now as this ſolitude eſpecially in- 
vites the preſence of God, fo it is made 
highly delightful and improving by it. 
Our father ſeeth in ſecret; and a good 
perſon, at ſuch a ſeaſon, has both meat to 
eat, and company to keep, that the world 


knoweth not of. 
And 


Perfectious that make it defirable. 127 


And as ſolitude may in ſome caſes be 
choſen by us, ſo it may in others be forced 
upon us. There is a ſolitude occalioned 
by diſtance from home: by loſs of friends: 
lover and friend haſt thou put far from 
me, and mine acquaintance into darkneſs. 
There is the ſolitude of a ſick chamber: 
and above all, the ſolitude of death. Then 
we muſt be alone. I don't mean without 
company near us, or attendance upon us; 
but without any one dying with us, and 
accompanying us in the unknown path to 
the world of ſpirits. No, no: dying is a 
tranſaction that paſſes wholly between 
God and ourſelves : to have him then with 
us as a friend: to have him come to us at 
death, as to Paul in the ſtorm, ſaying, 
Fear not, for | am with thee !' This is ſuf- 
ficient for courage, as well as tranquillity ; 
and for ſtrength of heart, when our fleſh 
fails. Art thou with me, bleſſed Lord? 
then I will fear no evil. 

III. The © Faithfulneſs' of God, is ano- 
ther attribute, that makes him a moſt 
deſirable friend to us. 

A man who was very unfaithful himſelf 
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could bear this teſtimony to God: © he is 
not a man that he ſhould lie : hath he ſaid, 
and ſhall he not do it?” In this atteſtation 
of the faithfulneſs of God, there is an ad- 
mitting the unfaithfulneſs of men. They 
impoſe upon our credulity ; fail us in our 
dependencies; and diſappoint us in our 
expectations. It 1s an old complaint, that 
the faithful fail among the children of 
men : but who, O Lord God of Hoſts, is 
a ſtrong Lord like unto thee, and. to thy 
faithfulneſs round about ?” 

God is © ſincere” in his friendſhip ; which 


men always are not. We believe God to 
be ſincere from his own declarations ; and 
we may believe it from his all-ſufficiency, 
He can enter into friendſhip with us for 
no reaſon but to bleſs us. Dependence 
upon one another, 1s a ground of human 
friendſhips ; but God is independent: he 
needs nothing out of himſelf: he com- 
municates happineſs, but can receive no 
increaſe to his own: his friendſhip muſt 
therefore be pure and ſincere : and how 

does this prove its value! 
Inſincere friendthips are our greateſt 
ſorrows. 


aur oa „„ 


Perfectious that make it defirable. 129 


ſorrows. O deliver me from the unjuſt, 
and the deceitful man:* a petition well 
preferred, in all the vehemence of it; for 
deceit is the very greateſt injuſtice we can 
ſuffer by ; and what we cannot be pro- 
vided againſt. We can meet the pride of 
man, and bow before it, and its ſtream 
may go over us, without hurting our ſouls. 
Amidſt the ſtrife of tongues we may find 
a pavilion for hiding; but how ſhall we 
be ſhielded from the ſecret arrows, and 
ſtiller miſchiefs, of the treacherous and 
perfidious man. Open enemies meet us 
in the way, but are not in the houſe with 
us: falſe friends are ; when their falſhood 
is known; and themſelves diſcarded. 
They can be ever with us for injury. 
The doors that keep their perſons out, do 
not preclude the operations of their ſpirits. 
Their full knowledge of us, makes all 
eaſe, and ſucceſs unto them. We have 


Jet them into our hearts, as well as our 


houſes; and they have us in conſtant poſ- 
ſeſſion. If we are in the ſecret chamber, 
they are with us; if we go into the deſert, 
they follow us; and like the preſence of 

| G 5 God, 
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have no unknown or unapproachable re- 
treat: © Judas alſo knew the place! How 
ſhall we ſtand againſt this continual all- 
pervading, malignant influence? It has 
been ſaid, live with friends, as ſuppoſing 
that they may be your enemies.“ A pitt- 
ful maxim; and fit only for a little and a 
wretched mind ; incapable of a genuine 
friendſhip, and deſerving all the vexations 
that it counts upon, and prepares for, from 
an artificial one“. 

But God is ſincere. The rock of Iſrael 
w1ll not deceive. | | 

God is © conſtant' in his friendſhip, as 
well as ſincere; and this is another branch 
of his faithfulneſs. Mens affections are 
deſultory : they profeſs inviolable attach- 
ments; but we often ſee that they ſhould 
not. God's friendſhip remains longer 
than theirs: and is not broken by what 
deſtroys theirs. 


It is one particular in the rare and excellent cha- 
racter of Epaminondas, that he could bear the injuries 
of friends. Non ſolum populi, ſed etiam amicorum 
ferens injurias. | 

COR. NET. 


What 


1 
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What ſad work is often made in human 
friendſhips by cauſeleſs jealouſies, evil re- 
ports, ſlender ſurmiſes, and the imagina- 
tion of neglects and offences, which were 
never real; but our divine friend both 
knows our ſincerity, and pardons our 
infirmity ; and therefore with him we can 
never ſuffer from ſuch cauſes. Above all, 
what bonds of faith and friendſhip have 
been broken by wants and cares, and 
calamities on one fide, and wealth, and 
honour, and elevation on the other! How 
few will know a man in trouble, or be 
willing to renew or acknowledge former 
connection with him! © I looked on the 
right-hand and beheld, but there was no 
man that would know me; refuge failed 
me, no man cared for my ſoul. All my 
inward friends abhorred me!' Job's crime 
was, that he was become afflicted, and 
poor. This made a diſciple deny his 
maſter. © I know not the man! Not 
know me, Peter! You knew me once, 
and was forward enough to declare your 
knowledge: thou art Chriſt, the Son of 
the living God! But now that I ſtand 

G 6 an 
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an inſulted priſoner, at the bar of the 
high prieſt, you know me not! this was 
Paul's cafe too: * no man ſtood by me, 
but all men forſook me.” So little will 
the beſt cauſe ſecure the world's attach- 
ment to one in diſtreſs. Let Paul be in 
the lion's mouth; Chriſt near the croſs, 
or Job among the aſhes, and then, * fare- 
well!“ Friends, and fortunes, come and go 
together: and none prove it more than 
they that have been as high as fortune 
could elevate them. Pompey, after his 
ſad overthrow in battle, fits upon a ſoli- 
tary rock of Cilicia, to conſider whither 
he ſhould betake himſelf: and at laſt, 
upon the ſcore of gratitude, determines 
upon Egypt: he had done ſervices to the 
father of the infant king“; and preſumed 
they would procure him a favourable re- 
ception with the ſon. Received from his 


5 Tum puero quam juveni, propior. The hiſtorian 
makes ſuitable reflections: Sed quis in adverſis bene- 
ficiorum ſervat memoriam? aut quando fortuna non 
mutat fidem ? 
VELL. Par. II. 53. alſo, 


FLoR. HisT. IV. 2. 
Own 
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own tranſport ſhip into a veſſel, that with 
ſeeming hoſpitality had been ſent to meet 
him, he is aſſaſſinated arid ſlain in preſence 
of his wife, by the apparently courteous 
miniſters, and orders of the obliged, and 
therefore confided in, monarch! So he 
who but a little before, wanted field-room 
for his victories, now wanted a ſpot of 
earth for his dead body. 

But © God's ways are not as our ways; 
he is with us while we are with him, 
whatever changes we experience. There 
is no variableneſs with this father of 
lights. The luminaries of heaven, as well 
as the men of the earth, do vary: they have 
their different aſpects, and appearances; 
they comfort us with a fuller, or a fainter 
ray; and in their approaches, and receſſes, 
caſt their different ſhadows: but the 
father of lights, has an invariable tenour 
of glory and goodneſs; caſting no ſhade, 
and ſuffering no mutation, from thoſe 
human calamities that ſo much need the 
plenitude of his power and mercy. Trou— 
ble invites his help and draws it down; 
conciliates his preſence, and engages his 

promiſe. 
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promiſe. I will be with him in trouble.” 
His direction is, © Call upon me in the 
day of trouble, and I will deliver thee ;' 
and the righteous man's reſolve correſ- 
ponds to the direction: In the day of 
trouble, I will call upon thee; for thou 
wilt anſwer me.“ In conformity to the 
direction, and the reſolve, a divine com- 
placency is alſo expreſſed in the applica- 
tion, and the ſucceſs of it. Thou calledſt 
in trouble and I anſwered thee.” Trouble 
is made the plea for God's attention, and 
nearneſs to us; and vain as it often 1s 
with men, it has its power and prevalence 
with God: © he is nigh unto them that 
fear him; he alſo will hear their cry, and 
will fave them.“ No place too forlorn 
for him to come to his ſervants in. He 
met Jacob, and David in a wilderneſs, and 
followed Joſeph into a priſon. He came 
to Paul when in the caſtle of the chief 
captain: and to add dignity to deliver- 
ance upon another occaſion, ſhook the 
foundations of the place he was confined 
in by an earthquake. The reſt of the 
Apoſtles were perſecuted, but not for- 

ſaken. 
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ſaken. John, in his baniſhment to a diſ- 
conſolate iſland, was entertained with the 
revelation of celeſtial glories: and Jeſus, 
in his unparalleled ſufferings, was never 
alone, the Father being with him. Thus 
faithful is God in his friendſhip and fa- 
vour: O let us be faithful to him in 
return: let us not break with him, who 
will never break with us: and whoſe pro- 
miſe is, be thou faithful unto death, 
and I will give thee a crown of life.” 

Moreover, © God notices, and will re- 
ward every ſervice we do for him;' and 
this, with the ſincerity, and conſtancy, of 
his affection for us, manifeſts that faithful- 
neſs of his friendſhip, which makes it in- 
finitely deſirable. 

Nothing we do for him, is loſt or for- 
gotten. God is not ſo far unrighteous, 
as to forget any work, or labour, that we 
do for his name, under the impulſe of 
faith and love.” Paul challenges the 
world to produce any inſtance of an un- 
grateful return. Who hath firſt given 
to him, and it hath not been, or ſhall not 
be, recompenſed to him again?“ © What- 

ſoever 
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ſoever good thing any man doeth, the 
ſame ſhall he receive of the Lord: a book 
of remembrance is written before him ; 
and the record of it is on high. 

When ZEneas, after his ſhipwreck, en- 
tered the temple of Juno, in the riſing 
city of Carthage, he found the ſad events 
of the Trojan war, and with thoſe of 
others, his own actions, and ſufferings, 
pourtrayed upon the walls of it”: and, 
what, ſaid he, have my name and mis- 
fortunes reached this foreign coaſt? Are 
they written in this diſtant temple? The 
active, and the ſuffering righteous will 
find their names, and deeds, and ſorrows, 
recorded in a higher, and a nobler tem- 
ple; and the Lord of that temple ready 
to give them a bounteous remuneration. 


7 


Videt iliacas ex ordine pugnas, 

Bellaque jam fama totum vulgata per orbem; | 
Atridas, Priamumq, et ſævum ambobus Achillem. 
Conſtitit, et lachrymans: quis jam locus Achate, 
Quæ regio in terris noſtri non plena laboris? 

En Priamus : ſunt hic etiam ſua præmia laudi, 

Sunt lachrymæ rerum, et mentem mortalia tangunt. 


VII. An. I. 460. 
The 
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The faithfulneſs of God to his friends 
conſiſts in the fulfilment of his word: 
the conſtancy of his care: the ſufficiency 
of his ſupplies: the guidance of his pro- 
vidence; and his preſence, in life and 
death. And in all theſe things, good men 
will own that God has been faithful to 
them. At the cloſe of life, they will own, 
as the Iſraelites on the edge of Jordan 
were called to do, © that not one thing 
hath failed of all the good things that God 
had ſpoken concerning them: all are 
come to paſs : not one hath failed.” 

Now will they ſay, we ſee the truth 
of his word; and the faithfulneſs of his 
friendſhip. He told us that he would 
never leave us, nor forſake us: and he 
has been with us through the whole of 
our lives!” | 

* He told us, that all things ſhould work 
together for our good: and we ſee how 
ſickneſs and health, adverſity and proſ- 
perity, diſappointments and ſucceſſes, have 
wrought together, for our fitneſs for im- 
mortal life! 

And 
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And when they have paſſed the boun- 
dary that divides the better world from 
this, they will renew the acknowledge- 
ment, in the fulleft, and moſt abſolute 
terms. 

* He bade us reſt perſuaded that death 
ſhould not ſeparate us from his love: and 
we have ſeen it harmleſs; and got ſafe 
beyond it.“ 

* Now we eſpecially acknowledge the 
inviſible hand that ſuſtained us, and the 
faithfulneſs that has bleſſed, and exalted 
us! We have paſſed the confines of death; 
we have found the path of life: we 
have deliverance, and wait that morning, 
when the upright ſhall have the domi- 
nion !' 

Only let us be ſteadfaſt, immoveable, 
and always abounding in his work, who 
in his faithfulneſs will recompenſe our 
labour. God will drop none at laſt that 
have maintained a courſe of duty and 
ſervice for him. Men, indeed, have often 
dealt ſo by one another. There have 
been thoſe who have made a fellow-crea- 


ture 
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ture in the room of God to themſelves. 
They have courted his favour, watched 
his ſmiles, and walked before him with 
an idolatrous obſequiouſneſs; and all to 
be caſt off at laſt: and, when too late to 
betake themſelves to a better maſter, they 
have lamented their ill-directed ambition; 
their ill-placed hope; diſappointed ex- 
pectations; and ill-requited ſervices: and 
have declared thoſe higher, and worthier 
thoughts of God, which never gave the 
lead in their conduct. If I had ſerved 
my God as faithfully as I have ſerved my 
king ; he would not have left me in my 
old age and extremity, as the other has 
done!” So Wolſey, an ambitious ecele- 
ſiaſtic, and ſtateſman, of our own country, 
breathed out his ſoul in ſorrow and deſ- 
pair. Feuillade, a miniſter of the great 
Lewis, departed with a like ſelf-recrimi- 
nation. My God, have mercy upon me: 
why have I not done for thee a thou- 
ſandth part of what I have done for the 
king?” When hated by the court, he ſoon 
loſt the king's favour. Things are the 

ſame, 
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ſame, we ſee, everywhere. Men find but 
broken ciſterns, when they leave the foun- 
tain of living waters: rejection and dif- 
grace, when they leave the fountain of 
honour. 

IV. God is an everlaſting friend: and 
this makes his friendſhip to the utmoſt de- 
gree deſirable. IH 

Hear and bow at his majeſtic name: 
the king eternal, immortal, inviſible !” 
unchangeable life is a. moſt glorious at- 
tribute. This ſhews unqueſtionable di- 
vinity. Living and true are therefore 
joined together in the ſcripture accounts 
of the moſt high Jehovah. The Lord is 
the true God; he is the living God, and 
an everlaſting king. The living and true 
God: the true, becauſe the living. This 
juſt and exalted ſentiment we have in 
another place: the bleſſed and only po- 
tentate, the King of kings, and Lord of 
lords, who only hath immortality.” It 1s 
this that makes him the only potentate, as 
well as the bleſſed; his excluſive claim to 
immortality, Without immortality all is 

mock 
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mock majeſty. We give the titles of high, 
and mighty, and powerful, to the princes 
of the earth; and with parade and ſo- 
lemnity proclaim them over their duſt: a 
ſeverer ſatire there cannot be; but to God 
belongs original, underived, incorruptible 
life: © he has life in himſelf;” and is the 
ſpring of it to others; and therefore very 
ſuitably addreſſed by a good man in this 
form, God of my life !' The immortality 
of God makes him the worthy obje& of 
* worſhip.” Paul demanded worſhip to 
him from the heathen by this conſideration: 
We preach unto you, that ye ſhould turn 
from theſe vanities unto the living God.” 
This attribute makes him worthy of our 
* truſt alſo; of our truſt in the extremeſt 
dangers, and our obedience in the greateſt 
ſufferings: © therefore we both labour, and 
ſuffer reproach, becauſe we truſt in the 
living God:“ and the ſuitable object of 
our prayer:' there he called upon the 
name of the Lord, the © everlaſting God! 
a worthy name to invoke indeed. How 
does death fink the value of human friend- 


ſhips ! 
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ſhips! A man ſmiles upon me, and pro- 
miſes me fair; and the next news I hear 
of him is, that he is dead. His breath 
goeth forth, he returneth to his earth, in 
that day his thoughts periſh.” Hence the 
complaint of many a deſerted creature: I 
had a friend once that would have ſtood 
by me in my preſent difficulties: I could 
aſk his counſel, I could command his ſub- 
ſtance : but he is gone. God can leave us 
with no ſuch complaints: fitly, therefore, 
is the living God contraſted with uncertain 
riches, and the fading enjoyments of this 
world: © the Lord liveth, and bleſſed be 
my rock, and let the God of my ſalvation 
be exalted.“ How does death mock the 
exertions of human friendſhip ! I indulge 
to all the pleaſing intercourſes of it that 
diſtance, and abſence will allow; and I 
find that my friends were departed, before 
the profeſſions of my eſteem and love could 
reach them: or © the intelligence of the 
day,” that announces their death, ſhall be 
tound to have lain on the ſame table on 
which my line of attachment, reſpect, and 
affection, 
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affection, was written. But God is eter- 
nal; and therefore my friendſhip with him 
ſuffers no interruption, in the ſweetneſs, 
or in the fruits of it. The immortality of 
God is a ſufficient ſecurity for the accom- 
pliſhment of all his promiſes and our 
hopes: while God is eternal as well as 
faithful, no promiſe can be loſt. Death 
may intervene, and we paſs away, but his 
promiſe ſhall ſtand. From this eternity 
of God in conjunction with his truth, we 
believe there ſhall be a reſurrection of the 
patriarch's duſt, and the martyr's aſhes; 
and the fulfilment of all their expectations 
who died in faith. Abel's righteouſneſs ; 
Enoch's godlineſs; Noah's pious fear ; 
and Abraham's ſteadfaſt faith ; are all ſure 
of recompenſe; and we ſhall be made 
perfect with them. The long interval 
between death and the reſurrection ſhall 
paſs under his eye; and at the ſet time 
that he has appointed, he ſhall remember 
us; and wiſe and holy men of all nations 
and ages, from the beginning of the crea- 
tion to the end of it, ſhall be inſtated in 
the poſſeſſion of eternal life together, by 

that 
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that God to whom one day is as a thou- 
ſand years, and a thouſand years as one 
day ; his eternity ſwallowing up time, and 
all the periods by which we divide it. 

It is the remark of a great and noble 
writer, © That in a friend a man per- 
petuates himſelf; in that ſuch a one will 
guard his children, his family, and his 
affairs after him*” With how much 
more reafon may this be ſaid of our im- 
mortal friend, whoſe mercy is from ge- 
neration to generation upon them that 
fear him; whoſe providence will brighten 
the character, and endear the memory of 
the juſt man; and who can proſper and 
| bleſs every valuable intereſt that we leave 
behind us in this world, as well as keep 
the immortal ſpirits we reſign to him till 
the day of recompence. 

God profeſſes himſelf to be under the 
power of friendly relation and connection 
as men are. Thou, Iſrael, art my ſer- 
vant; Jacob whom I have choſen; the 
ſeed of Abraham my friend, Thou art 


8 Lord Bacon. 
my 
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my ſervant; I have choſen thee, and not 
caſt thee away.” God hath not caſt off 
his people: and that public acknowledg- 
ment of them that ſhall be made, ſuitably 
to profeſſed relation, will be a moſt gloriꝰ 
ous illuſtration of the faithfulneſs and 
everlaſtingneſs of his friendthip : © beloved 
for the fathers ſakes.” 

If Fforget thee, O Jeruſalem!” No, 
| I never can forget thee. Thy wondrous 
hiſtory delighted my young imagination. 
Thine were the kings whoſe chronicles 
impreſſed my tender memory. Thine the 
heroes and atchievements that firſt made 
me to admire, and revere. "Thou aft 
* the mother of us all:' and with filial 
veneration I contemplate thy ſtupendous 
and awful changes. Once the perfection 
of beauty; the joy of the whole earth: 
afterwards profaned by the heathen ; and 
ſtill trodden under foot of the gentiles : 
ſupported by the wretched ſuperſtitions ot 
pilgrims; by the tomb, that is thy diſ- 
grace, and entailed thy curſe : and yet the 
object of reſerved mercy: to be built 
again, and adorned with thine ancient 


us ſplendours ; 
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ſplendours; thy ruins watched by the 
jealous eye of divine love: thy walls for- 
bad to riſe by any unhallowed hands“: 
thy maker, thy glad reſtorer; and God 
to appear in his glory within thee! 

How ſublime is the union of faithful- 
neſs and eternity! How perfect the God 
in whom it dwells; and how happy all 
his ſervants! * Who is like unto thee ! 
The eternal God is thy refuge, and under- 
neath thee are everlaſting arms! We may 
live in faith, and die in faith, becauſe he 
who has promiſed is faithful, and lives 
tor ever to perform. There is no founda- 
tion of comfort and courage ſo ſure, as a 
God that keeps truth, and lives for ever, 
With ſuitable apprehenſions of theſe 
combined perfections, we may reſt aſſured 
that nothing ſhall ſeparate us from the 
love of God; and with the changes of 
life, may meet death: may meet it with 
perſuaſion of ſafety in it, dominion over 


9 The vain attempts to rebuild Jeruſalem are well 
known: particularly that of the Emperor Julian, as 
related by Ammianus Marcellinus; * divinitus im- 
peditus.“ 

it, 
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it, and happineſs after it. Theſe attri- 
butes of God put a brightneſs upon every 
proſpect, whether for this world or ano- 
ther. Nothing can be loſt that they 
guard; nothing taken from us that they 
ſecure. Built upon divine truth, and 
immutability, we may, in the language of 
the bible, and the unconquerable ſpirit of 
religion, © againſt hope, believe in hope ;” 
nor account ourſelves deſtroyed when moſt 
caſt down. When caſt down by affliction, 
when proſtrate in the ſepulchre, our 
dying, and our dead hopes ſhall revive, 
through him that raiſeth the dead ; and to 
the very name of deſpair, the ſervant of 
God ſhould be a ſtranger. The truth of 
God performs promiſes; and his eternity 
will perpetuate the bleſſedneſs of them: 
nor ſhould life or death, or any creature, 
damp our ardour, or deſtroy our vigour in 
the purſuit of what he has propounded to 
us as our ſovereign happineſs. Let us, 
confiding in an eternal and faithful God, 
maintain that firmneſs, and elevation of 
ſoul, that has been preſerved under the 
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influence of inferior principles, and of 
dubitable perſuaſions. 

When Rome and Carthage diſputed 
the empire of the world, and the city of 
Rome was ſo beſieged, that its glory 
ſeemed gone; and its exiſtence endan- 
gered; there were thoſe who from a 
preſumption on Roman valour, in theſe 
circumſtances, purchaſed the ground on 
which Hannibal was encamped : the pur- 
chaſe was good, becauſe Rome was invin- 
cible. 

With a juſter preſumption upon the 
declaration of God, and under his ſafe 
direction, Jeremiah purchaſed a field in 
the land of Judea, when its capital was 
as cloſely beſieged by the king of Ba- 
bylon: though he knew, and had pro- 
pheſied that Judea ſhould be conquered 
by that monarch ; and the people carried 
away into captivity by him. God had 
told him, that houſes, and fields, and 
vineyards, ſhould again be poſſeſſed in that 
land; and therefore, through ſlaughter, 
and captivity, and beyond the period of 

his 
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his own life, he looked forwards to the 
fulfilment of theſe words of mercy. 

Let us in ſtrength and energy of ſpirit, 
copy after ſuch examples; and thus do 
honour to that eternity and faithfulneſs of 
God, by which our beſt intereſts, tem- 
poral and eternal, are made certain. 

The whole world in which we live, 
ſhall be beſieged; and deſtroyed by the 
armies of the living God; the works of it, 
and the inheritances of it, ſhall be burnt 
up. But when the world paſſeth away 
with the works, and the luſts of it; he 
that doeth the will of God abideth for 
ever: ſurvives the deſolation, and finds an 
incorruptible inheritance. There is no 
virtuous reſolution, and eſtabliſhment of 
mind, too great for theſe conſiderations to 
inſpire. 
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CHAP. VI. 


ADVANTAGES RESULTING FROM THIS 


REPRESENTATION OF A RELIGIOUS 
CHARACTER, THAT IT IS MAINTAIN- 
ING FRIENDSHIP WITH GOD. RELI- 
GION 1S EXHIBITED IN THE MOST 
PLEASING ASPECT: AN INCOMPAR- 
ABLE LUSTRE AND BEAUTY ARE 
CAST UPON PROVIDENCE: AFFLIC- 
TION Is MADE LIGHT AND EASY: 
THE NOTION OF DEATH IS 1M- 
PROVED, 


* 


[. ELIGION is exhibited in the 
moſt pleaſing form it can poſſibly 


wear. 


Religion is friendſhip with God. 
God has ſhewn himſelf friendly to man 
in the ſpirit and frame of it: and we can- 


not have more pleaſure in ourſelves, nor 


better ſhew friendſhip to him, than by 
cultivating 
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cultivating the temper, and abounding in 
the fruits of it. 

The religion that God has preſcribed 
us, is a religion of great inward happinels, 
hope, and acceptableneſs: and if we have 
not got a ſyſtem of religion that is ſo, we 
have not yet got the ſyſtem that God de- 
ſigns us. What is the moral and religt- 
ous ſyſtem that we would expect from a 
friend; and from God, our divine legiſla- 
tor, and ruler in that character ? Certainly, 
a ſyſtem plain and pleaſant ; with ſuffici- 
ent aſhſtances, and merciful allowances ; 
and that diſplayed an equal and impar- 
tial method of conduct towards all men; 
with reſpect both to preſent favour and 
final acceptance. 

And this religion we have. A religion 
that is the light of the world ; and ſo, the 
life of men. 

A religion that is pleaſant; and that 
they ſpeak beſt of who have gone moſt 
and deepeſt into it. Peace and joy, in 
conjunction with righteouſneſs, form the 
kingdom which God and Chriſt would 
ſet up within us; and if we underſtand it 

H 4 aright, 
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aright, we ſhall go through the world, 
rejoicing in hope of the glory of God; 
ſtrengthened with all might in the inner 
man, unto all patience, and long-ſuffering 
with joytulneſs. When religion is made 
a ſyſtem of dread and terror, it is per- 
verted: as indeed it has always too much 
been. The dragons, and flying fiery ſer- 
pents, of hideouſneſs and fierceneſs, be- 
yond the life, with which the entrances 
and veſtibules of old cathedrals are un- 
couthly ornamented, may perhaps be 
taken as conveying their apprehenſions of 
religion who put them there: as if all 
pertaining to it mult needs be affrighting : 
ſuch idols the houſe of Iſrael pourtrayed 
on the wall round about; and correſpon- 
dent mental images, we-ſuffer to be pour- 
trayed upon our uninformed, or miſguided 
imaginations; but religion is no other 
than tranquillity, courage, and hope ; and 
if we adulterate it not, 1t will introduce 
theſe things into our boſoms. 

In the religion that God has given us, 
we have all the aſſiſtances that we need or 
can deſire, It is a diſpenſation of heavenly 
inilucnce, 
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influence, communication, and help. All 
that pagan philoſophy ever diſcovered, or 
ſaid, about the Deity dwelling in a good 
mind, to illuminate, ſtrengthen, and de- 
light it, is declared in the bible with in- 
finitely more copiouſneſs, energy, and 
ſweetneſs. Are we weak, God will make 
us ſtrong. Are we in error, or like to be 
ſo, he will lead us into all truth. Are we 
comfortleſs, he will come unto us. 

As all belonging to man muſt be im- 
perfect, becauſe he himſelf is ſo, the 
religion that God has preſcribed makes 
all ſuitable and adequate allowances. It 
ſhines witha benignant ray upon every lover 
and doer of the truth; as becomes the 
. diſpenſation of that bleſſed God, who 
knoweth the innumerable evils that com- 
paſs us about; and commands entire 
devotedneſs, but not ſinleſs perfection. 

And, in the religion that God has given 
us, there is no reſpect of perſons. Are 
not my ways equal? This is the liberal 
appeal of him before whom heaven and 
earth are one great family : beheld by him 
with even eye and attention. None of his 

H 5 creatures 
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creatures are ſhut out from hope: none 
bound in deſpair: none diſcouraged from 
virtuous exertions: none precluded in 
ſuitable recompences : all accepted upon 
the ſame worthy and excellent ground. 


He that doth righteouſneſs is righteous, 


as God is righteous.” We believe God 


to be righteous, becauſe he does righteouſ- 
neſs: and doing that, we ſhall be righteous. 
in his fight. 

Is not this the religion of the friend, 
and worthy of the friend of mankind? 
And muſt not our attention to it, as the 
proof of our friendſhip for him, be moſt 
pleaſant and ſatisfactory to us? 

Ye who fancy a harſhneſs, and a bond- 
age to belong to religious exerciſes, attend 
to this view of them: they are ſo many 
ways by which a good perſon expreſſes 
his friendſhip for the beſt of beings, and 
draws down his friendſhip upon himſelf 
in return. Conſider religion in this light, 


. and it is well worth while to leave buſineſs 


and company to mind it. A good man 
leaves buſineſs, company, and friends, not 
to perform a taſk, or to go into a diſcon- 
ſolate 
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ſolate ſolitude, but to engage in the beſt 
of all buſineſs; and to enjoy the beſt of 
all friends. To delight himſelf in the 
contemplation of infinite perfection; to 
put himſelf under the guidance of al- 
mighty providence; to diveſt his anxious 
heart of every care, by caſting his care 
upon God; to relieve himſelt under every 
oppreſling evil, by the exerciſes of reſigna- 
tion and patience: to make all proſpects 
bright, by the elevations of faith and hope: 
and to eſtabliſh his own comfort, by look- 
ing to God as his portion, and to heaven 
as his home. This is the true light in 
which to conceive of ſecret religion; and 
of the friend of God as employed in it: 
and is this gloomy? No wonder that ſuch 
a man reliſhes retirement, and welcomes 
the ſeaſons of it: to him it is no act of 
ſelf-denial, no kind of unwilling conſtraint, 
no interruption of beloved pleaſures, to 
retire and converſe with his Maker : he is 
never leſs alone than when moſt alone: 
a ſtranger intermeddleth not with his 
Joys; which are not the leſs real, or great, 


for another's unacquaintance with them ;- 
H 6 and 
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and in his communion with the Father of 
ſpirits, he enjoys more in an hour, than the 
ſons of diſſipation, and profeſſed pleaſure, 
enjoy in a life time, 

Only put God in the room of man; 
only transfer to that worthier object, the 
admiration, and eſteem, the love, hope, 
and confidence that give us ſuch pleaſure 
when rightly placed in, and upon, a fel- 
low creature, and then you have religion ; 
that moſt amiable, and delighting, as well 
as excellent thing. A religious diſpoſi- 
tion 1s the higheſt gratification; the 
habits of it, a conſtant ſource of elevation 
and triumph ; its companion, ſelf-approba- 
tion and ſatisfaction. There is nothing in 
it to generate fear or deſpair; to give us 
one uneaſy moment ; or to make us look 
forward to another world with unquiet 
expectation. 

And then as to public duties: Con- 
ſider them in the light of friendſhip with 
Deity, and as the means both of expreſſing 
and improving that friendſhip, and what 
an appearance have they! inſtead of ſay- 
ing with the hypocritical Jews, when 
will 
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will the new moon be gone, and the 
ſabbath be ended; what a wearineſs is it? 
We ſhall ſay, a day in thy courts is better 
than a thouſand. 

And as the pleaſure of religion is mani- 
feſt from this repreſentation of it, friend- 
ſhip with God, ſo alſo its grandeur: the 
doing juſtly, and loving mercy, is called 
walking with God, than which no higher 
honour can be put upon man. 

II. This repreſentation of religion, that 
it 1s friendſhip with God, reflects an 
incomparable luſtre and beauty upon 
Providence. 

How delightful a thought is it, and it is 
a thought that may at any time, at all 
times, ſpring up in a good man's mind ; all 
that pertains to me, to my preſent, or my 
final ſtate, all is in the hands of a friend, 
of a powerful, a faithful, an ever-preſent 
friend: I can be no where but he will be 
with me: can ſee no changes but what 
he muſt appoint : can ſuſtain no evils but 
what he can over-rule to my benefit: if I 
ſuffer, my ſufferings will not be penal; 
they will be but a part of his friendly diſ- 

cipline ; 
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cipline; the fruit of love, and not of 
wrath. 

I have that God for my friend, who is 
greater than man: who knows all that is 
diſtant ; and ſees all that is future: and 
whoſe operations have always been in 
favour of the righteous. 

God is greater than man. He can 
controul his actions; and ſtay him in the 
execution of his purpoſes. He has an 
inviſible empire over the ſpirits of men: 
his eye injects fiery beams into the boſom 
that 1s guarded with the moſt ſtudied con- 
cealments; and thereby prevents much 
evil that would otherwiſe come upon the 
world : reſtraining the wrath of man, or 
diverting the miſchiefs of it -into a differ- 
ent channel from what he deſigned. Jere- 
miah makes an affecting aſſeveration, the 
heart is deceitful above all things, and 
deſperately wicked ;' and then aſks, © who 
can know 1it?* Who can explore that 
labyrinth: who can comprehend that 
ſubtil, evaſive thing, that deceives its 
owner? Who can know it?” One ap- 
pears that anſwers the challenge in all the 
loftineſs 
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loftineſs of Deity : I, the Lord, ſearch the 
heart; I try the reins!” © He that declareth 
unto man what 1s his thought, the Lord, 
the God of Hoſts, is his name! What 
a perfection is this: to meet a man's 
thoughts as they riſe, and declare them 
unto him! The matter is carried ſtill fur- 
ther: Thou knoweſt my thoughts afar 
off!' Not only doſt thou declare them 
when I would conceal them, but thou 
knoweſt them before they ariſe in my 
boſom! By this acceſs to the human 
heart, God can prevent the evils that 
are meditated in it, to the ſecurity of his 
ſervants. 
God knows all that is diſtant. How much 
do we want an eye that can go further 
than our own; and a ſuperior attention to 
objects which our care cannot reach. We 
have an intereſt in the weſt; a friend in 
the eaſt; in one quarter war ſpreads her 
deſolations and dangers; in another, 
burning or freezing ſkies ſhed their bale- 
ful and waſting influence: by day the 
drought conſumes; and the froſt by night. 
We have all the winds of heaven to aſk, 


which 
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which of our intereſts are ſecure, and 
which are loſt or endangered. We are 
afraid of every ſwelling ſea; of every 
mighty wind ; of the changing policy of 
every diſtant ſtate. We both long, and 
fear, to deſcry the returning veſſel to 
whoſe deſtination we committed our ſub- 
ſtance, or our friend; and the news of a 
far country is waited for with impatience 
and dread. 

What a wonderful, and compaſſionable 
creature is man! His agency is feeble 
and contracted; his life ſhort and un- 
certain; when the morning ſhines, he 
knows not that he ſhall ſee the end of the 
day; and one clod of the valley will ſoon 
be found ſufficient to cover him: and yet 
in this precarious period of his exiſtence, 
neither ſpace, nor time, can give a ter- 
mination to his inquietudes! Where ſhall 
we find a mantle to ſpread over his cares, 
perturbations, and fears? No covering 
but the wide-ſpreading tent of heaven can 
do this: no girdle, but that which the 
earth is girded withal, can take them 
within its vaſt circumference ! 


God's 
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God's mercy ſpreads the ſhadow of its 
wings over remoteſt regions, and remoteſt 
intereſts. © He walks to and fro through- 
out the earth; and for this very purpoſe ; 
to ſhew himſelf ſtrong in behalf of them 
that fear him.” . 

Futurity, and the events and iſſues of 
it, eſpecially occupy and diſquiet us. It 
is ſuitable to the natural curioſity, and the 
natural greatneſs, of the human mind, 
that, not ſatisfied, or bounded, by the 
objects and occurrences of the preſent day, 
we carry our thoughts out into future 
time; and form our conjectures of what 
we may pollibly be, do, or endure, at a 
diſtant hereafter. How do we covet that 
knowledge, which, of all other, would moſt 
increaſe our ſorrow. 

I take up the calendar of an opening 
year, and ſurvey it with penſive look; not 
knowing what the term it is made for 
may bring forth. Months, weeks, and 
days, are arranged, and analyzed before 
me. What of my weal or woe do they 
contain? I wiſh at once to lift up the 
cover that every hour is to have its ſhare 


in. 
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in raiſing ; and to put by the curtain that 
every minute is to be gradually withdraw- 


ing. I with to looſe the ſeals, and open, 


and read, this annual book of life : or that 
with prophetic talent, and warning voice, 
it could tell me what of my deſtiny it 
carries. I would have the days to ſpeak, 
and the apportioned, and meted year, to 
teach me wiſdom. Tell me, I fav, what 
is involved in your boſom ; what bring 
you upon your wings! Which is the day 
that is to be marked with ſome ſpecial 
favour of God; and which with the 
frowns and diſcourtiſies of men! Which 
is to ſhine in fulfilled hope; and which to 
be clouded with diſappointment and ſor- 
row | In which am I to feel the concealed 


ſtroke of a friend ; or meet the undiſguiſed 


violence of a foe! I would provide myſelt 
with ſuitable meaſures of ſelf-command, 
and forgiveneſs. Above all, if that day 
be amongſt you, as poſſibly it may be, it 
that day be amongſt you, tell me, which 1s 
the day of my death! The day which I 
ſhall not ſee in your renewed table of times 


and ſeaſons ; but which will be 29 
or 
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for me in the mind and memory of ſome 
faithful and affectionate ſurvivor ! Tell 
me, which of you all, is that day? I would 
provide for it, in the ſpirit of reſignation, 
love, and devotion |! 

That futurity, which is ſo dark a region 
to us, is open to him with whom we have 
to do: and who will do all things belt for 
us. © He knoweth what is in darkneſs; 
and the light dwelleth with him.” 

Great and venerable does the provi- 
dence of God appear in the juſt © deſcrip- 
tions' of the bible: ſeeing all that is ſecret: 
deſcrying, and managing, all that is diſ- 
tant: always acting in a glorious ſuperiority 
to men; overruling their purpoſes ; and 
precluding, or controuling their opera- 
tions: but in the © exemplification' of 
theſe its tranſcendent properties, it ap- 
pears more grand and venerable till. 
God has ever been active in the world, in 
his high and majeſtic methods of inveſ- 
tigating what is ſecret, and governing in 
what 1s diſtant ; to the diſplay of his con- 
ſtant energy, eternal juſtice, and abſolute 
power over the minds, and meaſures of 

mankind, 
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mankind. How awfully impreſſive are 
the ways in which God has delivered the 
righteous out of troubles ; and puniſhed 
the wicked, without reſerving them to the 
day of judgment! His eyes have been in 
every place where the diſcrimination of 
them has been wanted. In the uttermoſt 
parts of the earth, and of the ſea, has he 
ſhewn his preſence, and ſet up his tribunal. 
Some guilty ſecret was to be diſcloſed, 
that had been carried to, or lay in, the 
receſs of a foreign land: ſome diſtant 
myſtery of iniquity was to be revealed : 
ſome that were dead, were to live again; 
and the loſt to be found : ſome banithed 
child, or injured orphan, muſt come to the 
inheritance of his father; and poſſeſs © the 
treaſures of darkneſs: God's eye had 
marked him for this, at the ends of the 
earth ; and his hand brought him over the 
great and wide ſea; to ſhew that a lying 
tongue is but for a moment: that the ſpoil 
ſhall be plucked from the teeth of the 
oppreſſor: to ſhew that the Lord knoweth 
the thoughts of men: and that their 
thoughts and deeds ſhall all be vain, when 
oppoſed 
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oppoſed to his righteous will, and uncon- 
troulable authority. We have known, or 
heard, affecting and memorable inſtances 
of theſe things. 

Now, the Lord of this providence is 
the friend of the righteous man: with 
what joy ſhould his faith in it be accom- 
panied: with what pleaſure ſhould he 
behold its proceſſes : with what ſatisfaction 
commit himſelf to its care: with what 
reſignation ſubmit to its diſpoſals : with 
what reverent obſervance wait, and watch, 
and follow its orders: with what perfect 
acquieſcence, leave all ſecret things in its 
boſom, and future things to its direction? 
How can the changes of his lite, or the 
time, place, or circumſtances of his death, 
be under a higher or better direction ? 
What is not, and cannot, be known to 
him, is, to his greater advantage, known 
to God: the remote objeas of his ſoli- 
citude, or affection, are under the care of 
the univerſal Ruler: men under his re- 
ſtraint, and controul: and life, and death, 
in his hand ; who loves the righteous, and 
preſerves all them that love him! Had we 

a mortal 
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a mortal friend, whoſe proſpection was 
uncommonly great, whoſe ſphere of in- 
fluence was wider than moſt others moved 
in; and who had an extraordinary com- 
mand of men, and meaſures ; and who 
would avail himſelf of all for us; ſhould 
we not bleſs ourſelves in the connection; 
have our brow ſmoothed, and feel our 
hearts light and eaſy: ſhould we not find 
ourſelves confirmed and heightened in all 
our natural firmneſs and fortitude? Be it 
ſo in the recollection of God's friendly 
care and providence. That providence, 
that is with others, faith, ſhould to a re- 
ligious man be delight. 

When our bleſſed Saviour attempted to 
fortify the minds of his timorous diſciples, 
he did it by this conſideration, that he was 
their faſt and aſſured friend. I ſay unto 
you, my friends, be not afraid of them that 
kill the body; let my friendſhip preclude 
your fear. I will take care of my friends; 
ſo that either your enemies ſhall not kill 
you, or if they kill you, they ſhall not hurt 
you. Now, foraſmuch as God calls us 
friends, let his declared friendſhip have a 

like 
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like effect upon us; pacitying our ſpirits, 
diſſipating our fears, and enabling us to 
look forward into futurity and eternity 
with all the confidence of faith and hope. 
Is God my friend, may a good man ſay, 
then he will order all for the beſt, both 
while I live, and when I die; the time of 
my death will be the direction of his wiſ- 
dom : and after my death, he can take care 
of all that I care for in this world ; ſo that 
every intereſt is ſecure, and every fear 
groundleſs. This makes the divine go- 
vernment appear lovely, and our concern 
with the world fit eaſy upon our ſpirits. 

III. Is a religious man, as ſuch, a friend 
of God, how prepared ſhould he be for 
afflictions, in virtue of ſuch a character and 
relation. 

He may in all conditions adopt Paul's 
conciſe and deſcriptive account of himſelf 
and his brethren : troubled on every fide, 
yet not diſtreſſed: perplexed, but not in 
deſpair: caſt down, but not deſtroyed : as 
ſorrowful, yet always rejoicing : as having 
nothing, and yet poſſeſſing all things. A 
friend of God can never be in a ſtate that 


IS 
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is to be pronounced deſperate. Life itſelf 
is not eſſential to his comfort: he may be 
happy though he dies; and he muſt die 
before he can be happy completely. 
Death, though ruin to a wicked man, is 
quite conſiſtent with the happineſs of a 
good man. With him, there is an entire 
connection of death and bleſſedneſs. 
hBleſſed are the dead that die in the 
Lord!“ Do you doubt this? You have the 
atteſtation of the divine ſpirit : the ſpirit 
of truth and goodneſs: and his direction 
to record it, for your comfort. Write 
this!' Write it, as matter of certainty, 
however matter of joyful ſurprize. How 
much leſs can trouble hurt him. In all 
afflictive changes the friend of God has 


him near, who is denominated the God 


of hope; the God who comforteth them 


that are caſt down: the goods of ſuch a 
man may be ſpoiled, but his ſoul abides 
in peace, In the exerciſes of divine 


friendſhip, 


: Fenelon, whoſe fine profeſſion of reſignation I 
have related, (ſee p. 1:3) manifeſted an equal act of it. 
Fallen under the diſpleaſure of the king, he diſſipated 


his 
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friendſhip, ſuch as reſignation, faith, and 
hope ; he has one heaven in poſſeſſion, as 
well as another in reſerve: in the keen 
ſenſations, and excruciating feelings of the 
children of this world, whoſe portion is in 
this life, he has no part or ſhare : his trea- 
ſure is in heaven: and can therefore no 
more be affected by the convulſions of the 
earth, than the ſun can be injured by a 
ſtorm, or the firmament be removed by an 
earthquake: the tranquillity, and eſtabliſh- 
ment of his mind are as little injured, as 
his intereſts are deſtroyed : and as where 


his uneaſineſs by the innocent pleaſures of an eaſy 
and enlivened converſation. The Abbe de Langeron 
entered the room with a dejected air: Have you 
received a letter from Flanders?” faid he; * Yes,” replied 
the Archbiſhop: Have they informed you of what has 
happened?“ Ves, they have.” But have they told you 
that all your furniture, your books, and papers are 
burned ?? * Yes: I know all this, and I am already com- 
forted.” He reſumed, with great calmneſs, the agree- 


able converſation which Langeron had interrupted. 


When, a few minutes afterwards a letter was delivered 
from the king to him, he opened it without any pre- 
cipitation ; found he was ruined, and did not diſcover 
the leaſt emotion, or change of colour ; juſt mentioned 
it to his friends, and then continued his diſcourſe. 


1 the 
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the treaſure is, the heart will be alſo; the 
friend of God has, in his heavenly dif- 
poſitions and affections, a fund of ſublime 
and permanent entertainment: he has 
that ſpiritual mind which is life and peace, 
and which effectually preſerves both the 
tranquillity and grandeur of the ſoul of 
man. The ſpirit of religion is the ſpirit 
of grandeur; the ſpirit of God, and of 
glory, reſting upon us. What defiance of 
the power of man does it inſpire? What 
is baniſhment to the ends of the earth, to 
him whoſe © name is written in heaven ?' 
Send me where you will,” ſaid one, under 
an inferior influence than that of religion ; 
* you can ſend me no where, but my 
name and honour will have arrived before 
me. So does the perſecutor ſend to 
before-arrived honour |! 
Secure and happy in the friendſhip of 


of the late king of Pruſſia; who thinking that nature 
itſelf was to yield to his exactions, became angry with 
Hoffman becauſe he did not ſucceed in removing his 
malady; and threatened him with baniſhment for the 
failure. 


| 

It 2 Said by Frederic Hoffman, Phyſician to the father 
| 
| 


heaven, 
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heaven, Paul bids defiance to the power 
of the earth, in a ſtrain of rhetoric which 
nothing but the divine ſpirit could ever 


have dictated. One who poſſeſſed as 


much natural greatneſs of ſoul as an 
Apoſtle ?, and that, carried to the higheſt 
pitch by the noble conſiderations and the 
moſt excellent influence of chriſtianity, 
gloſſes upon the incomparable paſſage 1 
refer to ſomewhat in this manner. Having 
magnanimouſly challenged every poſſible 
trouble to ſeparate him from God, and by 
ſo doing complete his infelicity, ſuch as 
tribulation, diſtreſs, perſecution, famine, 
nakedneſs, peril, and the ſword: and 
finding none of theſe to anſwer to the 
challenge; but that, both ſingly, and in 
this combination into which he had 
thrown them, all were ſilent; he goes on 
in the elevations of his faith to ſuppoſe 
even impoſhble trials; ſuch as the at- 
tempts of angels, principalities, and 
powers, againſt him: he may indeed be 


3 The pious and truly venerable archbiſhop Leigh- 


ton. 


1 2 ſuppoſed 


172 Friendſhih with God : 


ſuppoſed to ſpeak of evil angels and 
powers: but ſhould he be conceived as 
ſpeaking of good ones, the very angels 
of heaven, were they to attempt it, could 
not ſeparate us from the divine friendſhip, 
or make us wretched while we enjoyed it: 
there would be nothing in this, but what 
might be accounted for by the uncommon 
ſublimity of Paul's ſpirit in the preſent 
caſe, affecting to encounter difficulties that 
will never happen: Nay, in all theſe 
things we are more than conquerors !' 
* Theſe things!” It is ſpoken with an air 
of conſcious ſuperiority : and is only ſaying 
in other words, * Theſe things are no 
match for chriſtian principles: no equal 
combatants for a diſciple of the Son of 
God:' and they have often turned the 
battle in his favour; by means of com- 
binations, and circumſtances, undeſigned, 
and unthought of. What has been de- 
hgned, againſt a good man, has often ap- 
peared to have been for him : his enemies 


ſo overruled, as to have become charitable 


to him: and made to weave the very 
honours in which God had ordained that 


he 


7 
* 
1 
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he ſhould ſhine. How unaſſailable by 
trouble, how unvulnerable by it, are 
righteous men {aid to be! © In fix troubles, 
and in ſeven, and yet no evil touching 
them!“ © In floods of great waters, which 
do not come nigh them: not deluged, 
however ſurrounded! According to the 
repreſentations of ſcripture, trouble may 
long ſurround a good man without in- 
vading his heart: though throwing down 
the outworks, never gaining the citadel. 
© I glory in tribulation, through the power 
of Chriſt that reſteth on me.” To this 
ſublime and eloquent Apoſtle we are 
indebted for the happy diſtinction of the 
© outward' man, and the inward :' the one 
in peace, while the other is grievouſly 
aſſaulted, and acquiring ſtrength by the 
very ſtrokes that weaken it. Paul en- 
dured as feeling this fine diſtinction that 
himſelf had made; and the like ſuperiority 
to trouble in the firſt chriſtians awed and 
amazed. Their enemies attributed their 
courage and conſtancy to the aſſiſtance 
of the devil, as the Jews had done Chriſt's 
miracles. They knew that the common 


13 ſpirit 
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ſpirit of a man was not equal to a patience 
and ſelt-poſſeſſion in torment and torture 
like theirs ; and therefore looked for ſome 
foreign adequate cauſe ; and thus, though 
undeſignedly, and even blaſphemoufly, 
they magnified the religion they were 
endeayouring to extirpate. 

Ihe Roman Poet ſpeaks of a compoſed, 
and eſtabliſhed mind, which makes its 
poſſeſſor care not what ſeas tumultuate, or 
what ſtars riſe or ſet +: | 

Another, of literary taſte, and philo- 
fophic mind, ſaid, that, did he not fee 
others agitated, he ſhould hardly know 
that he was in an unquiet world“. 

How much more ſhould he make ſuch 
profeſſions, and feel himſelf in ſo undiſ- 
turbed a ſtate, who is in friendſhip with 
that almighty being, who commands the 
ſea; and names the ſtars; calls forth their 


Deſiderantem quod fatis eſt, neque 
Tumultuoſum ſolicitat mare, 
Nec ſævus Arcturi Cadentis 
Impetus, aut orientis Hædi. 
u OR. ili. ODE I, 


s Petrarch. 


hoſts 
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hoſts by number ; and gives the peace 
that paſſeth all underſtanding.” 

God, in the promiſes of ſupport, and 
ſecurity to his ſervants, ſuppoſes the very 
worſt that can befal them: © their paſſing 
through waters; through rivers; and 
through fire: the ſtrength of our reliance 
upon him, ſhould be in proportion to theſe 
pre-allowed extremities: and to his cor- 
reſponding declarations: * I will be with 
thee: they ſhall not overflow thee : thou 
ſhalt not be burned: the flame ſhall not 
kindle upon thee!' How kind and con- 
deſcending his repeated calls to ſteadfaſt- 
neſs, and fortitude; © hearken to me, ye 
that follow after righteouſneſs ; hearken 
unto me, the people in whoſe heart is my 

| law: fear ye not!' Our reſponſe ſhould 
be, © though I walk in the midſt of trouble, 
thou ſhalt revive me.“ The revivals of 
divine preſence, power, and goodneſs, we 
may hope, becauſe God has promiſed 
them ; and others experience them : ſeem- 
ing, in the vale of tears, to have a con- 
cealed fountain of refreſhment, ſtrength, 
and comfort within them: who paſling 


I 4 through 
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through the valley of Baca, make it a 
well: the rain alſo filleth the pools: they 
go from ſtrength to ſtrength. Trouble, at 
the firſt onſet, eſpecially if new and unac- 
cuſtomed, may cauſe perturbation, and 
ſhake our reſolution : but our good prin- 
ciples having time to operate, and our old 
reſources in divine wiſdom, and love re— 
ſorted to, we ſhall regain our ſtability and 
ſettledneſs. God is faithful, who will not 
let his ſervants be tried above what they 
are able to bear:' he will come to them on 
the threatening wave, as Jeſus walked on 
the ſwelling ſea to the fearful diſciples ; 
and feeling his preſence, they will no 
longer be afraid. Only acquaint thyſelf 
with him now; and in the time of 
trouble, God will manifeſt the acquaint- 
ance; and bring all the good there is in 
it unto thee*®. Make the acquaintance in 
thy proſperity, under the influence of love 
and gratitude; and then, thou mayeſt 
moſt confidently hope, and moſt conſiſt- 

6 Read Atterbury's moſt intereſting Sermon on this 


ſubject, Acquaintance with God, the beſt ſupport 
under afflictions.“ Vol. Il. Ser. VI. 


ently 
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ently aſk, the conſolation and benefit of it, 
in the day of adverſity. 

IV. Is the ſpirit, and the practice of 
religion, friendſhip with God, then the 
notion of death is greatly improved ; and 
the proſpect of it made familiar and 
pleaſant. 

We want ſomething to reconcile us to 
death; that awful part of God's diſpenſa- 
tion towards us. All the ideas connected 
with it, ſays the great Chriſtian Philo- 
ſopher, are of the diſguſtful and alarming 
kind. The quarters from which they are 
collected are unpleaſing and terrifying to 
us. Death is the aggregate of imper- 
fection, weakneſs, loathſomeneſs, corrup- 
tion, and diſorder: it is the article where 
age, mfirmity, diſeaſe, and diſſolution pre- 
vail, in oppoſition to the order, beauty, 
and luſtre of youth, health, and lite. The 
former have ſome degree of ſhame and 
humihation attending them, as in many 
inſtances, the conſequences and puniſh- 
ments of fin: whereas, the latter are 
honourable, as being the ſources of power 
and happineſs ; and the rewards of right- 

1 5 eouſneſs. 
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eouſneſs*.” What ſhall reconcile us to 
death, his mien and figure ; attendants, 
and concomitant circumſtances? What 
ſhall do it more than this conſideration ! 

It is going to a friend; a powerful and 
all- ſufficient friend; in whom we ſhall find 
all that will make up our happineſs ; com- 
pletely and eternally. 

Death diſſolves human friendſhips, and 
that is its ſharpeſt ſting: but ſo far from 
breaking this higheſt and happieſt con- 
nection, it makes it the ſtricter, perfect, 
and entire, and alſo perpetual. 

It is no enemy that calls a good man 
out of the world, nor one that he has been 
a ſtranger to in it: love and devotion on 
his part, and condeſcending goodneſs on 
the part of God, eſtabliſhed a pleaſing 
intercourſe upon earth, that will be con- 
tinued in heaven. | 

How eaſy a death, ſays Mr. Howe, 
ſhould that man die, who in expectation 
of expiring his laſt breath, can reflect and 
ſay that his life hath been a continual 


Hartley on Man. Vol. I. 466. 


walk 
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walk with God! Death conveys him to 
no unknown preſence; to die 1s, with 
him, but to know that being better, whom 
he knew before; and to love him better, 
whom he loved before; and to have thoſe 
enjoyments improved, in degree, with the 
nature, and kind, of which he had a former 
acquaintance *, 

Friendſhip with God in lite, will be 
followed by ſuch a death. I] am going 
to meet God ; but I have made him, and 
his perfections familiar and pleaſant to my 
mind: I find nothing in myſelf that is 
averſe to him; and have no dread of any 
thing unfriendly in or from him: I love 


him; and he loveth the righteous: and 


as death cannot deſtroy my union with the 
fountain of life, it need not deſtroy the 
delight of it: I can perfectly reconcile 
myſelf to his preſence, whom having not 
ſeen, I have loved.“ So may the friend of 
God, conceive and ſpeak of death; with 
ſuch a placidneſs and willingneſs meet it. 
* The divine nature, that he has within 


8 Poſthumous, Ser. I. 210. 


16 him: 
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him: The © meetneſs for the inheritance 
of the ſaints in light,“ which he diſcerns 
upon him, give him an aſſurance of heart 
before God. The greatneſs of his approach- 
ing change, is allowed to affect him with a 
thoughtful ſolemnity as it advances: the 
heart will in ſome degree fail when the fleſh 
does: but the paſt friendſhip recollected, in 
the choice, and preference, the devotional 
intercourſe, delight, confidence, and ex- 
perienced benefit of it: © Whom have I in 
heaven, or defired on the earth, but thee :' 
© I have been continually with thee ; and 
found it good to draw unto thee :' © I have 
put my truſt in the Lord God ;' and © thou 
haſt holden me by my right-hand :* the 
paſt friendſhip in theſe things, remember- 
ed; and © the portion for ever,” believed 
in, and beheld with an appropriating eye; 
will allay perturbation, and remove all 
inquietude but what is natural and reaſon- 
able : and leave him the comfort of that 
* hope which the righteous hath in his 
death: and he is ſure of the promiſed 
reward beyond it. 

The ſhadow of death is cold and diſ- 


maying : 


Advantages of this Repreſentation. 181 


maying : and we may * fear exceedingly 
as we enter into the cloud: (the com- 
mencing battle is ſaid to ſhake valour 
more than the heat of conflict :) but that 
cloud, pierced, and paſſed, we ſhall find 
that it had intercepted the ſight of our 
maſter's glory; and divided us from the 
moſt illuſtrious congreſs : ſhall ſay, * it is 
good for us to be here!” and inſtead of 
needing to build tabernacles for the ſake 
of long enjoying the bright objects around 
us, ſhall find that we have a houſe, eternal, 
in the heavens, prepared ready for us. 

With a conſcious integrity in my boſom, 
ſhould I dread the meeting any man that 
I had been concerned with, or for; of 
whatſoever ſuperior rank or circumſtance ? 
With like conſcious integrity, may a good 
man ſee God. If he can make Hezekiah's 
appeal, in thoſe days that he was fick 
unto death, Remember now, O Lord, I 
beſeech thee, how I have walked before 
thee in truth, and with a perfect heart, 
and done that which is good in thy ſight; 
God will admit the appeal: and will re- 
member, and receive, that man. 


The 
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The goodneſs of God to us, as well as 
our conſcious uprightneſs, and duty to 
him, ſhould make the proſpect of death 
unterrifying and eaſy to us. 

How pleaſant 1s the propoſed, or pro- 
miſed interview with a long unſeen bene- 
factor: we count the hours till we have it. 
If from acknowledged relation, or high 
ſentiments of generoſity and kindneſs, I 
had for years experienced the protection 
and bounty of one that I had never ſeen; 
received food and raiment at his coſt and 
care; and been put into a courſe of 
learned and virtuous diſcipline, that quali- 
fied me for ſuſtaining and enjoying all that 
belongs to an important and happy cha- 
racter ; ſhould I receive with reluctance 
the call he ſhould give me to his habita- 
tion; engaging to meet me on the road, 
conduct me to his houſe, and (purporting 
now. to keep me always near hun) to make 
me welcome, and happy, there? God is 
that friend, who leads and feeds us all 
our lite long, and by the diſcipline of re- 
ligion trains us up for himſelf, and his call 
of his ſervants to himſelf, ſhould be heard 

by 
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by them with a ſimilar readineſs to obey, 
Underſtanding their intereſt and happineſs 
in him, they might in the promptneſs of 
their acquieſcence, and the firmneſs of 
their dependence, even anticipate his call. 
Bid me come unto thee on the water! 

All go in the path of death, but none 
return. How do we wiſh the communi- 
cations of one that has trod it : how ſhould 
we liſten to his reports, and urge, and 
multiply our enquiries | Tell us, from your 
own knowledge, what it 1s to die: what 
are the ſhades of death; and how found 
you the path of life: what miniſtring 
ſpirit held your feet upon the dark moun- 
tains: what benevolent angel ſtrengthened 
you for enduring the opening ſplendours 
of the inviſible world ; and led your ad- 
miring ſoul to the throne of God: what 
fights and ſounds met your delighted eyes, 
and raviſhed ears: and what the joy that 
the righteous enter into: ſpeak, for you 
know the love of God, and the honour of 
his ſervants ! 

The friendſhip of God is our ſecurity in 
all this darkneſs: it does not remove the 
veil, 


% 
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veil, but it keeps us ſafe and happy under 
it. One general concluſion we muſt come 
to: all muſt be agreeable to the munifi- 
cence of God; and come up to his pro- 
miſes ; which are great and rich enough. 
He that is in the habits of friendſhip 
with Deity, can never die at a wrong 
time. Death is his friend, in all circum- 
ſtances and ſeaſons, becauſe God is fo, 
who makes him his meſſenger: and he 
can come in no hour for harm. A good 
man need never be ſo attached to other 
friends, as not to be ready to go to his 
divine friend on high; never can be fo 
buſy, either with them or for them, as not 
to have an advantage in leaving them for 
him: to depart and to be with God, muſt 
be better than' to. remain with human 
friends in any imaginable circumftances of 
happineſs or uſefulneſs. © Death is gain :* 
moſt certainly nothing can be loſt, by find- 
ing ourſelves in the arms of God's tender 
mercies: no pleaſure loſt by entering into 
our maſter's joy; our father's houſe : the 
many manſions : the prepared places. 
Devotional ſentiments and habits, which 
conſtitute 
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conſtitute friendſhip with deity, are an 
habitual fitneſs for death; and ſo every 
time, place, and way in which he can 
come to us, is kept from being unſeaſon- 
able, and exceptionable. If he ſhall 
come in the ſecond watch, or come in 
the third watch, ſtill bleſſed are thoſe 
ſervants. 

All are ſenſible of the neceſſity of pre- 
paration for death; but the generality of 
the world miſtake the nature of it. Their 
preparation 1s haſty and mechanical: yet, 
however ſhort of the end, they reſt in it; 
and are encouraged to do ſo by thoſe who 
ſhould know better; and deal plainer. 
At the approach of death, a form, or a 
ceremony is reſorted to, and placed in the 
room of living by the faith of the Son of 
God: and an abſolution or a ſacrament is 
made to atone for the want of practical 
godlineſs. Men of genuine goodneſs, 
cannot but diſdain theſe poor appur- 
tenances of religion, conſidered as a 
ground of ſafety, and a condition of hope; 
nor refrain from pitying thoſe, who, where 
everlaſting intereſts are concerned, have 


no 
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no better ſecurity for happineſs. The 
ſpirit and temper of religion, are that ſub- 
ſtance of which theſe appendages are but 
the ſhadow; and when a future ſtate 1s 
apprehended to be near, adminiſter a fſa- 
tisfaction that is full and entire. He that 
is in friendſhip with heaven, 1s always fit 
for heaven; and for death, as the way 
to it; and the excellent things that con- 
ſtitute ſuch friendſhip, compoſe an habi- 
tual' preparation, which ſuperſedes any 
temporary or occaſional one: ſhould 
death come into the houſe to him, or meet 
him by the way; find him in-an att of- 
devotion, or at his daily labour; all will 
be one in point of ſafety and benefit to 
him. The way to God hes ſtraight and 
open to him, from a ſolitary mountain, 
or an unfrequented wood: and without 
prieſt, or maſs, without abſolution or 
ſacrament, he may readily follow where- 
ever death points the way: having this 
for his rejoicing, as well as his courage, 
even the teſtimony of his conſcience, 
that in ſimplicity, and godly ſincerity, 
he has had his converſation in this world :' 


© the 
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* the door opened in heaven, makes him 
cheerfully meet the opening earth: and 
the voice, though not as of a trumpet, 
that talketh with him, and ſays, come 
up hither,” reconciles him to the previous 
commanded, going down | 

The dying in friendſhip with God, is 
dying ſafely. They who die in a different 
ſtate, are * ſlain of death: it makes an 
utter end of them, ſo far as relates to hap 
pineſs and hope. 

It is alſo dying *© . comfortably,” This 
friendſhip ſoftens the bed of death; ſuſ- 
tains in ats, agonies; and gilds the hover- 
ing ſhadows of the grave. Thou art with 
me.” 

FP This is the true friendſhip i in death? *5 
Let us alſo go that we may die with 
him! A departing friend needs no ſuch 


9 The ingenious, and devotional Mrs. Rowe, wrote 

a book under this name; with the additional title, 

of Letters from the Dead to the Living: deſigned 

to impreſs the doctrine of a future ſtate; and to give 

us, in an animated, and intereſting way, a probable 
knowledge of its objects, and enjoyments, 


union 
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union in death with us: nor can be bene- 
fited by it. There is a higher union by 
which he 1s benefited: the union with 
that God who lives when he dies; and at 
that moment preſerves the union in all 
the vitality, energy, and blefſedneſs of 
it. 

Go up into that mountain and die!” 
ſaid God to Moſes: and his ſervant did 
it: a moſt deſirable, and to a good man a 
reaſonable ſubmiſſion. 

Fear not, Jacob, to go down into 
Egypt; for I will go with thee, and will 
ſurely bring thee up again.” We may as 
confidentially go down to the houſe ap- 
pointed for all living ; for we are under 
cover of a like promiſe; and have equal 
certainty of being brought up again. 
God, in his own time, will ſend us delt- 
verance from death, by the ſame hand 
that has already brought us deliverance 
from fin. When that ſolemn and intereſt- 
ing period which he has appointed ſhall 
be come, and all perſons and things in the 
upper and lower worlds ſhall be ready, 

he 
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he will give commandment concerning 
us: the dead ſhall ariſe: and his own 
friends firſt. 

A certain emperor ' having on a great 
occalion, opened his priſons, and releaſed 
his captives, is ſaid to have expreſſed him- 
ſelf in the following humane, though in- 
efficacious wiſh: © and now, would to 
God I could open the tombs, and give 
life to the dead!“ This our divine and 
heavenly friend, both can do, and will do. 
Our friend Lazarus fleepeth: but I go 
to awake him out of his ſleep:' ſo will 
God awake his friends from death: raiſe 
them by his power, and adorn them with 
his glory. 

Let us account of death no otherwiſe 
than in connection with ſo ſure and ad- 
vantageous a recovery from it: and then 
we ſhall venture into the world of eter- 
nity at the divine command, as Peter 
walked on the water at the call of Chriſt : 
ſhall find our faith aſſiſted as his was; 
and, that hand, ſtretched forth, that ſhall 
ſubdue every degree of remaining, or re- 


Theodoſius. 5 
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turning fear; and ſet us on a ſafe, and 

friendly ſhore. | 
Compared with this, how mean 1s the 
ambition of dying rich! Or in any of 
thoſe circumſtances of diſtinction, and 
advantage over others, which are ſo 
highly valued, and ſo vehemently coveted 
by the children of men! A man may have 
all the comforts of this life, and yet die 
comfortleſs: in death as well as at the 
reſurrection, the upright have the do- 
minion.' 
* God will redeem my ſoul from the 
power of the grave, for he ſhall receive 
me.“ Reception is approbation. This 
plaudit of our kind and bounteous maſter, 
is the © honour and glory,' to which they 
that do good, ſhall ariſe : and ſhall anſwer, 
and exceed every apprehenfion of it, that 
had gladdened their hearts, and ſtrength- 
ened their hands in their courſe of duty 
and trial. Thoſe of his ſervants that have 
had the worthieſt, and moſt generous 
thoughts of their Lord, ſhall find his ac- 
ceptance fuller, and more endearing, and 
dignifying to them, than they had ima- 
| gined 
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gined or preſumed, in any glorious vic- 
tory gained by their faith, and love of 
him, over the powers and intereſts of this 
world: the tried patience, more preci- 
ous than gold,” will be found to more 
praiſe than they expected; and cauſe a 
ſurpriſe of admiration and gratitude unto 
them: and thoſe good perſons who have 
had lower, and leſs liberal thoughts of the 
God they ſerved, and therefore ſeryed him 
with leſs joy and hope to themſelves, will 
find the veil removed from their eyes; 
and the damp taken from their hearts: 
they will have their ſurpriſes alſo: © What 
is this the liberal rewarder, the kind 
father, the bounteous maſter, the divine 
friend, we were taught to ſuſpect, to flee, 
and ſhelter ourſelves from: of whom we 
thought hardly; and before whom we 
walked mournfully!' The entrance into 
the heavenly kingdom, ſhall be © miniſter- 
ed abundantly: with overflowing be- 
nignity, and high complacency, on God's 
part: and the exceeding great joy,“ of 
our preſentation before the preſence of 


his 
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his glory, is ſaid to be his, as well as 
ours. 

In a ſtate of friendſhip with God, and 
that religion in our hearts that conſtitutes 
it, we may meet him at judgment, as 
well as at death. He has done much to 
ſoften the ſolemnity of that ſcene; and to 
abate the terror of its grandeur, to them 
that love, and ſerve him. His, will be 
the © judgment” of a friend and father; 
as the religion” that he has preſcribed, 
bears the characters of both*. Read the 
twenty-fifth of Matthew; and ſay if you 
could contrive, or defire, eternal judg- 
ment to proceed upon any principles, or 
by any laws, more encouraging and fatis- 
factory, than are analogous to the repre- 
ſentations which that chapter makes. 
The judge one of ourſelves: and that calls 
us brethren: that loves us, as well as is 
one of us: that makes virtues, that are as 
eaſy, and familiar to us, as they are noble 
and excellent, the ground of his accept- 
ance and reward: appreciating the merit 


See page 150—6, a 
of 
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of every charatter of which the great 
family of mankind is compoſed, by its 
attention to the peace, and order, and 
comfort of the whole: ſtamping the value 
of ſervices at a higher rate than the per- 
former would do: as well as aſſerting 
their reality when he is ready to doubt it, 
though againſt ſo high an authority. 
* The righteous ſhall ſay, when ſaw we 
thee hungry, or thirſty, or ſick, or a 
ſtranger, or a priſoner, and miniſtered unto 
thee?' Then, the king' ſhall anſwer; 
and wonderfully explain, and confirm ! 
I know that theſe are figurative reprefen- 
tations, but they are deſigned to ſet forth 
correſpondent, analogous, realities; and 
to convey indubitable truths under their 
pleaſing and attractive forms. 

The books ſhall be opened! What 
books? No books of hidden decrees that 
we have never read: but that book that 
hes in all our houſes; that we have been 
acquainted with from our childhood ; that 
we have never had one hard thought of, 
or framed one objection to: the book 
that we have loved; and by which we 

K have 
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have been daily refreſhed and comforted. 
* God ſhall judge the ſecrets of all hearts, 
by my goſpel.” | 

The pictureſque of judgment, is aw- 
fully majeſtic: made up of every thing 
that can command our folemn attention. 
Every thing that is revealed, concerning 
judgment, is grand and intereſting. * It 
has been the effort of divine wiſdom to 
* render it in the higheſt degree affecting 
*to us; and by all ſuch repreſentations 
as it has ſeen fit to make of it, to give it 
* an influence ſovereignly efficacious on 
* the heart. Nor is the contrivance of 
heaven, in that ſingle circumſtance that 
is unknown, relative to this grand and 
* aſtoniſhing ſcene, leſs admirable than 
in thoſe that have been revealed: 1 
* mean the abſolute uncertainty of the 
time when it is to commence 3!” This is 
a ſecret in the boſom of the father: 
unknown to men, and to the angels of 
heaven; and alſo to the judge himſelf: 
preſenting its ſplendours ſuddenly to an 


3 Late C. Bulkley's Goſpel Economy. 
unprepared 
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unprepared world; that had ſuffered all 


the methods of divine providence, that 
were deſigned to prepare for the intro- 
duction of it, to paſs unheeded. * Behold, 
he cometh with clouds, and every eye 
ſhall ſee him; and they alſo that pierced 
him; and all the kindreds of the earth 
ſhall wail becauſe of him !” | 
But that goſpel that aſſerts a future 
judgment, and makes us to ſee it as 
actually ſet, in an aſſemblage of the moſt 
awakening ideas and circumſtances, does 
alſo teach us how to meet it; and make 
the proſpect pleaſing, as well as the iſſues 
of it ſafe. The impreſſion that the re— 
preſentations of it, are intended to make 
upon our minds, ſhould be felt by us; 
and preſerved in all the vividneſs and 
energy of it; but it appears that a good 
mind, ſhould not be overwhelmed by 
thoſe repreſentations, nor be held in a 
ſtate of bondage, or terror. How ſhall 
we eſcape, if not by the ſalvation that 
the goſpel brings?” If a converſation in 
heaven, maintained by a devotional tem- 
per; and a connection with heaven, and 
„ 2 with 
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with the God of it, preſerved by holy 


and practicable duties and attentions ; 
if a ſyſtem of the plaineſt rules; a revered 
and loved authority; the moſt reaſonable 
requirements; and the moſt condeſcend- 
ing and gracious judge, can make the 
belief and proſpect of judgment eaſy and 
pleaſant to our minds, all theſe things we 
have; and under the due, encouraging 
influence of them, the glorious appearing 
of the Son of God from heaven, is charac- 
terized, © that bleſſed hope! 

Wherefore, let us comfort the feeble- 
minded; aſſure our own hearts before 


God; and while diligent in duty, patient 


in ſuffering, miniſtring to neceſſities, and 
given to acts and habits of piety and 
hoſpitality, let us go on our way with 
cheerfulneſs, and joyful expeCtation ; 
though looking for ſo tremendous and un- 


paralleled a ſcene, as the coming of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt with all his ſaints ! 


CHAP. 
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CH AFP. VII. 


SOME GENERAL REFLECTIONS ON THE 
SUBJECT—WE SEE WHERE TO PLACE 
THE REAL DIGNITY OF HUMAN NA- 
TURE—WE LEARN THAT LIVING IN 
THE BODY Is ENTIRELY CONSISTENT 
WITH A VERY NOBLE AND EXALTED 
KIND OF LIFE—AND, WE SHOULD 
ASPIRE AFTER THAT LIFE, IT BEING 
NO MORE THAN THE EXCELLENCE 
AND HAPPINESS OF OUR FIRST Es- 
TATE. 


I. E see where to place the real 
dignity of human nature. A 

capacity for this friendſhip, and moſt of 
all, the cultivation of it, raiſes us above 
the brutes, and puts us upon a level with 
angels. Do angels converſe with God, fo 
may we; are they bleſſed in his friendſhip 
and favour, we may be the ſame. Upon 
this let us value ourſelves: and the more 
K 3 we 
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we do value ourſelves upon this honour, 
the leſs ſhall we be in danger of over- 
valuing ourſelves upon other, and inferior 
conſiderations. Men uſually rate them- 
ſelves high enough, but they do it for 
things that are very remote from true 
greatneſs, and which can never conſtitute 
It. 

Some value themſelves upon form and 
figure, and other graceful ornaments of 
the body: theſe to be ſure attract the eyes 
and engage the inclinations of men: the 
world admires them, and gallantry adores 
them: but they that have the greateſt 
ſhare of them, are daily ſubject to altering 
diſeaſes, and to ghaſtly death. Such as 
are worſhipped for theſe advantages to- 
day, may not be known by them to-mor- 
row. They ſhall not ſay this was Jezebel, 
or this was a king's daughter ! 

Others value themſelves upon their 
wealth ; we have ſo much property in this 
world which we inhabit: let ſuch know 
that the world acknowledges no pro- 
prietor but the Lord that made it: it 
changes its owners daily ; ferves one man, 

or 
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or one generation of men, as contentedly 


as it has ſerved another: and is per— 
petually receiving into its bowels proud 
creatures, who fancied themſelves to have 
dominion over it. Ihe Moſt High is the 
poſſeſſor of heaven and earth, as well as 
the creator. 

Others value themſelves upon honour : 
upon an airy title: upon gaudy enfigns; 
which have no meaning but what a weak 
and fantaſtic conceit gives them: upon a 
ſtar or a ribband: a man lifts up his head 
on account of theſe things, and cries, *I 
am ſuch or ſuch a dignified perſon amongſt 
my fellow mortals !” 

Many value themſelves upon their de- 
ſcent and anceſtry : we are of ſuch a line : 
noble or royal blood runs in our veins: and 
we are the honourable of the earth: as if 
any merit belonged to them for what they 
could neither order nor hinder. | 

And what multitudes value themſelves 
upon the pomp and parade of life ! be- 
cauſe they are arrayed ſumptuouſly, and 
feed delicately: becauſe their outſide is 
finely trimmed and adorned ; and others 
K 4 We 
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are commanded by them, and bow betore 
them. 

Theſe are the things that poor mortals 
uſually look big upon ; and eſtimate them- 
ſelves and one another by: and accord- 
ingly, were they aſked what they would 
chooſe to give themſelves weight and 
conſequence, they would anſwer; we 
would have certain ſhares of comelineſs, 
beauty, and proportion, to be objects of 
admiration to others: we would be richly 
attired, that we may admire ourſelves: we 
would have the wealth of our neighbours, 
that meaner perſons may be held in de- 
pendence upon us, and ſubmiſhon unto 
us: we would have ſpacious houſes : great 
eſtates : high connections and alliances, to 
give us eminence in the world, and to 
enable us to direct or controul the motions 
and politics of it. 

But theſe are all alien things: they are 
alien and foreign to the true dignity of 
man. The right and fair eſtimation of 
any of us, is not to be taken from them. 
Of all ſuch pre-eminences we may ſay 
with Peter, © All fleſh is graſs, and all the 


glory 
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glory of man as the flower of graſs: the 
graſs withereth, and the flower thereof 
falleth away.“ We have that to value 
ourſelves upon, and to be proud of, that 
as much tranſcends them as a diamond 
excels duſt, or gold a teather. Man! God 
calls thee to be his friend, and afſures thee 
that he is thine; and inſtructs thee in the 
method of improving this friendſhip, and 
carrying it on to all eternity! Here is thy 
greatneſs ! | 
To ſuperficial men who are caught with 
external ſhew, as if all greatneſs aroſe from 
that; while they overlook the dignity of 
the immortal ſoul, formed for divine con- 
templation and converſe ; to them we may 
fay as Jeſus to the Phariſees: © Ye fools 
and blind! did not he that made that 
which is without, make that which is 
within alſo? Ye ignorant, intatuated crea- 
tures, who take fo much pains about 
waſhing the outward part of you; do ye 
indeed, not know that ye have an inward 
part, the work of the ſame Almighty 
hand, infinitely more excellent in its own 
nature, and therefore proportionably more 
K 5 worthy 
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worthy of your attention and care? In like 
manner may we aſk, are men indeed 1g- 
norant of the real excellence that they 
poſſeſs in an immortal ſoul, and its proper 
employments and improvements, that they 
value themſelves ſo much, value themſelves 
entirely, upon what has no higher origin 
than the earth, nor any farther reference 
than to a corruptible body ? 

Let all conſiderate and ſerious men 
know their true excellence, and aſſert it. 
Let all ſuch lift up themſelves, and tell the 
world, that they can uſe its good things 
for their preſent purpoſes, but that they 
ſcorn them as any ſuitable portion: and 
that however delightful they may be as 
the accommodations of their pilgrimage, 
they are not to aim at their hearts. Let 
all that are in actual friendſhip with God 
eſpecially, tell the world, when it makes 
its inadequate or its criminal offers, and 
ſays, © all theſe things will I give if ye will 
worſhip me ;' that they know where to be 
better ſupplied: that they have all that it 
can offer, and more than it can offer in 
their divine friend: and that in his com- 
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pany and fellowſhip, there are ſweeter 
pleaſures, more excellent honours, and 
more ſubſtantial bleſſings, than the world 
ever gave, or knew of. This will be true 
greatneſs: the ſpirit and language of per- 
ſons ſenſible of the exalted privilege of 
friendſhip with Deity, and diſdaining 
every thing that would attempt to rival it, 
or break in upon it. 

II. The life that we live in this frail 
body is entirely conſiſtent with a very 
noble and exalted kind of life. This body, 
with all its infirmities and incumbrances, 
allows capacity and opportunity for inter- 
courſe with the father of ſpirits. Though 
it be comparatively a mean and incom- 


modious manſion, it does not hinder us 


from purſuing great deſigns, and enjoying 
pure and very ſublime pleaſures. God 
has made it our temporary dwelling ; and 
we muſt take care that we do not make it 
our dormitory, or our grave: in which for 
our ſouls to forget themſelves: and their 
amazing and angelic powers to be buried 
and conſumed. Notwithſtanding the 
weakneſs and meanneſs of its tabernacle 

K 6 of 


204 Friendiſtiſi with God: 


of clay, the ſoul of man may follow its 
own grand and appropriate intereſts: and 
enjoy its own proper and noble gratifica- 
tions. There are the pleaſures of devotion 
for that, as well as meats and drinks, and 
refreſhments for the body. God has not 
dealt ſo uncqually by the two conſtituent 
parts of our frame, as to provide ſuitably 
for the inferior appetites, and leave the 
more excellent principle ſurrounded only 
with ſuch things as degrade it, and render 
it unhappy. 

Come then, O man, whoſoever thou art, 
whoſe generous ſpirit is ready to look 
down with a ſort of conſcious deſpiciency 
upon thy preſent condition ; come, and 
learn how to aggrandize thyſelf ; and how 
to make fallen humanity ſtill wear an 
honourable and a pleaſing aſpett. Thou 
art not yet ſunk from all the privileges of 
thy creation and primitive condition: thou 
haſt no occalion to herd with the brutes, 
as if thou hadſt no higher deſtination, nor 
to be ingulphed in carnal pleafures, as it 
thou hadſt no higher portion. God him- 
ſelf courts thy communion and friendſhip : 


he 


ah a "A _ bs 4 : — ns — —— 3 „ — * — wy — 
n . 2 R 


General Reflections on it. 205 


he offers himſelf to thy view in every 
creature, and ſeeks to attract thee by 
every favour: Friendſhip with God ſubſiſts 
in the world: and this brings the felicity 


of angels down to the dwellings of men. 


How great does Abraham appear ! Abra- 
ham the friend of God. How great does 
Enoch appear ! Enoch walked with God. 
How great does it make the Apoſtles 
appear! I have called you friends. How 
greatly is Moſes dignified! Moſes, the 
man of God. And theſe high and intereſt- 
ing connections with Deity which have 
ſubſiſted in the world, may always ſubſiſt. 
Thou mayeſt have thy ſhare in all this 
honour and happineſs. Break through thy 
priſon walls then; look through the veil 
of fleſh that is thy preſent covering ; and 
above men that are thy preſent aſſociates ; 
claim kindred with the God of the uni- 
verſe, and give a greatneſs to thy condition 
in this world, by thy fellowſhip with ano- 
ther; have thy converſation in heaven— 
and thus ennoble and improve thy life 

upon earth. 
HI. We ſhould aſpire after a life thus 
dignified 
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becauſe this was our original excellency 
and felicity. I obſerved at the beginning 
of this treatiſe, that Friendſhip with God 
was the temper and bleſſedneſs of man in 
his ſtate of innocence and paradiſe. Now 
how ſhould we aſpire after this temper, 
and conſequent bleſſedneſs again! It is 
always reckoned a commendable ambition 
when men endeavour by fair and honeſt 
methods, to riſe again to any heights of 
eminence from which they have fallen. 
Let me, then, apply this to the preſent 
caſe. Is it not indeed commendable, for 
every man to uſe his beſt endeavours for 
being to a certain degree what God made 
the firſt man; a compound of light and 
love; of knowledge, devotion and duty? 
Such was man in his firſt eſtate; and 
though now his degeneracy 1s great and 
apparent; though now we have com- 
paratively only the maimed ſtrokes of the 
lovely and perfect picture; yet ſurely we 
ſhould be enquiring after, and liſtening to, 
the probable means of our reſtoration. 


We ſhould daily be full of thought how 


we 
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we may again become what we originally 
were. We ſhould aſk, is there no poſſi— 
bility of this? And if we are in good 
carneſt in the enquiry, the infallible word 
of God will refolve the queſtion to our 
peace and ſatisfaction: and will tell us 
that we may be the friends of God again, 
and may enjoy again all the blefſedneſs of 
that relation. Man ſhould be aſhamed of 
his preſent degenerate ſtate, becauſe he 
was created in a purer and a nobler one. 
Degradation always implies diſhonour and 
ſhame. And in the preſent inſtance, 
without our ſincere and vigorous attempts 
for a recovery, our ſhame will be entailed 
upon us for ever. Therefore all ſuch as 
will not be recovered from the common 
apoſtacy, and be reduced to their alle- 
giance to God, and live in friendſhip with 
him in this preparatory ſtate, are ſaid, 
when they riſe from the dead, to awake to 
ſhame and everlaſting contempt : Shame, 
perpetuated under the eye and obſervation 
of holy and immortal angels; glorious 
creatures, who muſt reſent mens retuſal of 
recovering goodneſs hereafter; as they 

rejoice 
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rejoice at their repentance and converſion 
now. It is no ſhame to a creature which 
was always mean and 1gnoble, that it is fo 
at the preſent moment. But that man, 
formed after the image of God, ſhould loſe 
that image, and become a part of the ſer- 
pent's ſeed ; this we ſhould think of with 
a generous indignation. An excellent 
perſon and a philoſopher +, ſtruck with the 
infelicity and depravity of the preſent 
ſtate, ſaid, * That he in a manner bluſhed 
at the recollection of his being in the 
body.“ This ſhewed a refined and an 
elevated ſpirit, A fimilar ſentiment we 
{ſhould adopt: and ſhould bluſh at reflett- 
ing, that whereas man was once a holy 
and a happy being, he became unholy and 
depraved, and conſequently unhappy : out 
of Friendſhip with God, and uncomfort- 
able in himſelf: and ſhould be enquiring, 
how what has been loſt may be regained ; 
and what is defective be ſupplied. What 
an ambition do men diſcover for regaining 
the credit of their family, or of their coun- 


4 Plotinus. 
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try! Let us be actuated by a ſtill more 
enlarged zeal; a zeal for the credit and 
intereſt of mankind ; and under the power 
of this liberal principle, let us aſpire, and 

| urge others to aſpire, after the renewal of 

that Friendſhip with God, the loſs of 

| which is the moſt comprehenfive miſery. 
This we ſhall do, if we have any ſenſe 
of human greatneſs: any remembrance 
of our divine original: any breathings of 
our ancient hope. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIII. 


MOTIVES TO FRIENDSHIP WITH GOD. 
THE AMBITION OF IT IS NATURAL, 
COMMENDABLE. THIS FRIENDSHIP, 
CONFERS TRUE HONOUR. IT YIELDS 
THE HIGHEST PLEASURE, TO SEEK 
AND CULTIVATE IT 1S THE PART OF 
GRATITUDE. IT 1S ABSOLUTELY 
NECESSARY TO US. 


I. 9 ambition of Friendſhip with 

God is a natural ambition. He 
is not worthy of being called a man that 
is not ambitious of Friendſhip with God. 
To forſake our own glorious original: 
lightly to eſteem the God that formed us: 
and to be lightly eſteemed of him in re— 
turn: theſe things ſubje& to the very 
deepeſt reproach ; as being repugnant to 
all the dictates and wiſhes of pure and 
uncorrupted nature. What is more na- 
tural between parent and children, go- 
vernor 
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vernor and ſubjetts, the benefactor and 
ſuch as are obliged to him, than friend— 
ſhip? The neglett of friendſhip, and eſ- 
pecially the prevalence of diſaffection, 
where theſe relations ſubſiſt, would fill the 
world with confuſion. How ſolicitous are 
men to be approved of the fathers of their 
fleſh? and how much more ſhould we 
covet the approbation and friendſhip of 
the adorable father of our ſpirits! Let us 
then never be at reſt till our ſpirits tend 
to God in ſincere and ſtrong aſpirations 
after his favour. Let us never be ſatisfied 
with the ſtate of our own minds till a de- 
fire of divine friendſhip prevail over all 
our other deſires, and account ourſelves 
wanting in one capital characteriſtic of 
God's creatures and children, until we 
prefer him above our chief joy. Let us 


be aſhamed of calling ourſelves the off- 


ſpring of God, while, with the unthinking 
generality, we ſeek every thing more than 
a mutual complacency between ourſelves 
and our divine parent; or while, with 
prophane and impious ſinners, we live as 
if we meant to put a contempt upon the 

well- 
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well-pleaſedneſs and love of our Maker. 
Let us account a concern or unconcern 
about the friendſhip of heaven, the indica- 
tion of a natural or unnatural ſtate of 
mind ; and let us try our ſpirits and be 
ſatisfied or diſſatisfied with them accord- 
ingly. An unnatural ſtate of mind will 
always be an unhappy one; and ſuch 
ours will be till the divine friendſhip be 
ſupremely deſired by us. 

II. The ambition of divine friendſhip is 
as commendable as 1t 1s natural. .It will 
put us upon nothing but what will ſecure 
both our honour and our peace: will act 
in no way but what both heaven and earth 
will juſtify and approve. In ſeeking the 
friendſhip of men there is always pain, 
and oftentimes guilt: a conformity to 
them in their humours, their weakneſſes, 
or their vices, is too frequently the hard 
condition of keeping in their good graces. 
But God is perfect and holy; and there- 
fore while we aim at getting or keeping 
his friendſhip, we ſhall do nothing but 
what 1s good and great. He hath ſhewed 
thee, O man, what 1s good, and what doth 
the 
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the Lord thy God require of thee but to 
do juſtly and love mercy. So doing, thou 
mayeſt be ſaid to walk with him: to be 
his friend and aſſociate. How ſtrong an 
incentive is this to a ſolicitude ahout 
God's friendſhip; that it will put a man 
upon nothing but what is in itſelf ex- 
cellent ! and how much is it to be la- 
mented, that we will ſeek each other's 
friendſhip and favour by a ſeries of foolith 
and hurtful luſts, which in the end drown 
in perdition ; but will not ſeek the friend- 
ſhip of Deity, although the means of 
obtaining and enjoying that are equally 
ſucceſsful and reputable. Men may well 
be confounded at the reflection of their 
having ſought the friendſhip of their fellow 
mortals with great uncomfortableneſs, and 
perhaps with ſome diſhonourableneſs, 
while the ambition of divine favour has 
been extinguiſhed in their boſoms; or 
been ſacrificed to meaner affections and 
deſires, although the means of obtaining 
that, are (like the fruits of it) noble and 
glorious. 


HI. Friend- 
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very higheſt honour: and this is a further 
motive for our cultivation of it. God is 
the fountain of honour as well as of life: 
and therefore the cloſer and ſtricter our 
connections with him are, the greater 
luſtre is reflected upon us. God re- 
minded the Jewiſh church of the infinite 
advantage derived to it from its intimate 
relation to him. Since thou waſt pre— 
cious in my fight, and I loved thee, thou 
haſt been honourable: therefore will I 
give men for thee, and people for thy 
life. The fate of nations ſhall ſubſerve 
thy intereſt and henefit. Upon this ac- 
count it 1s, that the righteous are the 
excellent of the earth, and more excellent 
than their neighbours; they go through 
the world in better company, in a higher 
walk of life. The honour of heaven itſelf 
is exhibited under the idea of divine con- 
verſe and friendſhip: Thou haſt a few 
names even in Sardis, which have not 
defiled their garments; and they ſhall. 
walk with me in white; for they are 

worthy.” 
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worthy.” Paul meant to magnify both 
his conduct and himſelf, when he ſaid, 
* the life which I now live in in the fleſh, 
I live by the faith of the Son of God. 
Faith, and friendſhip with God, will give 
ſplendour to our characters. All ye that 
have a paſhon for honour then, come and 
ſeek it here. Let ambition make you 
religious: your ambition will never have 
ſo juſt or ſo ample a province to exert 
itſelf in, as religion affards. Where is the 
wiſe man? We may aſk this ironically ; 
while we ſee men endeavouring to ag- 
grandiſe themſelves by every connection 
but friendſhip with their Maker. A cer- 
tain nobleman of our own country 5, was 
ſo charmed with the fine temper and 
genius, of that rare and accompliſhed 
perſon, Sir Philip Sidney, that he would 
have no other inſcription on his tomb 
than, © Here lies Sir Philip Sidney's 
friend.” Let my tomb tell, and tell truly, 
that a friend of God lies in it; and this 
will be more than if it was adorned with 


5 The Lord Brooke. 
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all the trophies of war, or emblems of 
ſcience. How honourable! To live in 
this world and be admitted as viſitants to 
a better! How honourable! When in 
point of our real and pleaſing intercourſe 
with deity, that may be ſaid unto us, * ye 
are come to God the judge of all!' And 
when, in virtue of a raiſed and heavenly 
frame of mind, we are (according to 
Paul's manner of expreſſing himſelt) 
actually * raiſed up from the dead, and 
made to fit together in heavenly places: 
this is in a certain ſenſe true when our 
earthly places and ſtations are dignified 
with heavenly connections and affections. 
The ſoul that is habituated to divine con— 
verſe, that ſoul poſſeſſes the higheſt hon- 
ours: it poſſeſſes its own high and appro- 
priate honours ; and ſhines by a reflectian 

of the glorious excellencies of its Maker. 
IV. The pleaſure, as well as honour, 
there 1s in friendſhip with God, is a fur- 
ther reaſon for our deſiring to enter into 
it, and be eſtabliſhed in it. Solomon 
deſcribes the exhilarating influence of 
friendſhip thus: © iron ſharpeneth iron, ſo 
a man 
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a man ſharpeneth the countenance of his 
friend:” removes the furrows from his 
brow, and the ſadneſs from his heart. 
Agreeably to this declaration of the reviv- 
ing effect of friendſhip, we read of the 
light of God's countenance litted up upon 
his ſervants ;” and of their faces © being 
lightened thereby: all impreſſions of 
ſorrow, fear, and ſhame, inſtantly forſaking 
them. The apoſtle John ſpeaks with ap- 
parent rapture—* we have known and 
believed the love which God hath to us.' 
Moſt certainly our pleaſure and ſatisfac- 
tion will increaſe in proportion to the 
degree in which we are conſcious that 
the divine affection of love prevails in us 
towards God; or fee cauſe for believing 
that God bears that affection towards us. 
Peace and joy conſtitute two-thirds of 
God's kingdom within us: that kingdom 
by the laws of which he rules us, and in 
which we yield ourſelves to him as his 
ſubjects and friends: and muſt not a moſt 
happy inward ſtate be the reſult of all? 
The friends of God are commanded to 
* rejoice in the Lord, and that always: 
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and is not allowed and perpetual joy a 
great matter, and a great recommenda- 
tion of any character or ſtate in which it 
is to be found? But I enlarge not on 
this head: having already ſpoken of de- 
light in God both as belonging to friend- 
ſhip with him, and ariſing from it. 

V. We ſhould be friends of God, 
becauſe we in gratitude owe him our 
Friendſhip. Should his glory ſhine before 
us unregarded? And his goodneſs paſs by 
us unheeded ? Tranſcient and infrequent 
favours are often forgot—but ſurely in- 
ceſſant beneficence ſhould have irreſiſtible 
power, and ſubdue all before it. A gift 
hath grace in the ſight of every man. 
A man's gift maketh room for him. And 
do we want this incitement to our making 
the great God lovely in our eyes, and 
giving him a place in our hearts? Or 
ſhall the immenſe and unlimited bounty 
of God fail of thoſe returns which the 
ſcanty and partial favours of men uſually 
command? The bands of love are called 
the bands of a man; human nature being 
generally drawn by them, and conſent- 
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ingly held in them: and ſhall theſe bands 
loſe their power when God would detain 
us in them? Shall his ſun ſhine around us, 
in ſtrength and glory, and not kindle in 
our hearts the ſpark of friendſhip to him, 
of whoſe benignity he is the miniſter, and 
of whoſe brightneſs he is the inexpreſſive 
image? Shall ſhowers of mercy, abundant 
and numerous as thoſe which water the 
earth, fall upon us, and yet leave us un- 
fruitful in this moſt reaſonable and moſt 
natural affection? Let every grateful 
ſentiment and feeling riſe and forbid it. 
How juſtly may God ſtop the communi- 
cation of ſuch bleſſings from himſelf to us, 
as cannot lead us up to him! How juſtly 
diſcontinue that bounty which gives him 
no intereſt in us, or hold upon us! 

As is God's friendſhip to us, ſo ſhould 
be our gratitude to him: it ſhould be 
according to the variety, and value, of 
his bleſſings: where he has given much, 
he ſhould be loved much: and yet, how 
often is this moſt reaſonable principle 
practically denied, and inverted ! Inſen- 
ſibility of God, alienation from him, and 

L 2 diſobedience 
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diſobedience to him, have even increaſed 
with his favours! It has been ſo with in- 
dividuals, and with communitics. 

The places that have abounded moſt 
with the delights of life, have had the 
worſt ſinners in them; and as the ſoil has 
been fruitful, and the air pure, the men 
and the manners have been proportion- 
ately infected. Lot choſe his habitation 
in thoſe delicious plains that were as the 
garden of the Lord for richneſs and rivers : 
but he found, that as the hand of nature 
had dreſſed up the country into a garden, 
the inhabitants had turned it into a hell. 
So it was in the infancy of the world ; 
and ſo it has been in later ages: fulneſs 
of bread, and a plenteouſneſs of delicacies 
and dainties, have made the men of more 
than one city, to be © wicked, and ſinners 
before the Lord exceedingly... The 
ſweeteſt and moſt ſalubrious parts of 
Italy, the places in the vicinity of Rome, 
that excelled in the advantages of earth, 
air, and water, exceeded equally in the 
violations of temperance, chaſtity and 
honour: they became the retreats of her 
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diſſolute and profligate emperors ; where, 
the cares and duties of empire forgotten, 
they abandoned themſelves to all the 
exceſſes of ſenſuality and impurity ; and 
have entailed notes of infamy on the 
places, by the connection of their own 
names, and practices, with them! Baiæ, 
delighttul to a proverb“, will ever have 
the aſſociated idea of unlawful love, and 
luſt: and Caprea ſhall never be men— 
tioned, but the intemperances, and impuri- 
ties of Tiberius ſhall come into remem- 
brance alſo. 

With individuals, moſt obliged indivi- 
duals, inſtead of due returns to a bounte- 
ous God, you find rebellion and defiance. 
* He has filled their houſes with good 
things, and they ſay unto him, depart 
from us; and what can the Almighty do 
tor them?” He can certainly do one thing 
againſt them: and that is, empty their 
houſes of what he put into them; tor 


| © lo, their good is not in their own hand; 


* Nullus in orbe locus Baiis prælucet amænis. 
nok. 
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but ſtill in his, who has lifted them up, 
and can caſt them down. They want 
but one frown of his to blaſt them ! 

Let me, having fo fair an occaſion, en- 
large a little on the folly and odiouſneſs 
of thankleſs and graceleſs proſperity : 
which deſtroys all the charm, and effect, 
which wealth and elevation are ſuppoſed 
to have belonging to them. 

According to the above repreſentation 
in the book of Job, God is a forgotten 
and inſulted benefactor. Men are ene- 
mies to him for his love; and as their 
obligations to him are ſtricter, and 
ſtronger, they fulfil them the leſs. This 
path of inattention, ingratitude, and dif- 
obedience, is in that chapter called, 
* the old way that wicked men have 
trodden, whoſe foundation was over- 
thrown with a flood.“ We know there 
was an ancient race of ſenſual and thank- 
leſs men concerning whom this was 
literaly true. God ſwept away them, 
their abuſed plenty, and the earth they 
\ ſtood upon, together. The courſe and 
conduct, fo awfully puniſhed upon the 
old 
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old world, are found in the new. Men 
eat and drink, and give God no thanks. 
* They eat the lambs out of the flock; 
and the calves out of the midit of the 
ſtall; hardly any thing is good enough 
for their epicure taſte; or great enough 
to anſwer the extravagant opinion they 
have formed of themſelves: but every 
thing 1s too great, and too good, to make 
a return of to God, whether in a way of 
piety or charity: even a kind thought, 
or a good word ſpoken, of this divine 
friend above, is reckoned too much 

Is not gratitude due to benefactors ? 
and if fo, is it not due to the greateſt 
benefactor of all; and in the largeſt mea- 
ſures from thoſe that receive the moſt 
copiouſly from him? Let us not act by 
the bleſſed God, in a contrariety to ſen— 
timents and rules that govern in the minds 
of all liberal men, and influence them in 
their conduct towards each other. Take 
the outward reſpect that the rich, and 
high, and honourable, of the earth, ſhew 
to God, for the meaſure and ſaraple of 
their inward veneration and gratitude, 


L 4 and 


224 Friendſſiſ with God : 


and you muſt pronounce them to be, 
* without God in the world :* Atheiſts, 
with thoſe indubitable demonſtrations of 
his exiſtence, and providence, ten thou- 
ſand mercies ! 

God has expreſsly conſecrated one day 
in ſeven to the ſolemn acknowledgment 
of himſelf; and to the contemplation of 
his perfection and bounty, in that beau- 
tiful and glorious world, the productions 
of which they ſo largely ſhare: but, how 
is that day conſidered by the upper claſſes 
of mankind, who have ſo much to ac- 
knowledge beyond the common level! 
Their perverted bleſſings aſſume a voice, 
O go into his temple, and ſpeak of his 
honour !' Their reply is, © we are lords, 
we will come no more unto thee:' let 
mean people worthip God, we are above 
it. We are lords, we will come no more 
unto thee! What then, is it the privilege 
of your boaſted peerage, to be eſtranged 
from the heavenly court, and to have 
nothing to do with the eternal king; 
Will you leave all the honour, and plea- 
ſure, and advantage, of being devoted 
homagers 
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homagers of the ſovereign Lord, to the 
poor, and low of the earth? You are not 
ſo generous and liberal to them in other 
things. © We will not come unto thee !' 
Why not? You will go to court, in your 
beſt habiliments, in honour of a birth; 
or in commemoration of a reſtoration, or 
a victory. Is the birth of a world nothing: 
a world created, or a world reſtored : the 


origin of all things, or the renovation of all 


things: is both the old creation, and the 
new, to be forgotten; and the day that is 
the memorial of both, to be paſſed over 
with neglect: or ſhould you not on its 
return make it your pleaſure, as it is your 
duty, to bleſs him * who made the hea- 
vens, and the earth, the ſea, and the 
fountains of water; and who by the re- 
ſurrection of his Son from the dead, has 
begotten you again to a lively hope?” 
Will you leave all the comfort and hap- 
pineſs that creating power inſpires, and 
that the diſpenſation of him who roſe 
from the dead, more abundantly brings, 
to the very poor whom you affect to 
deſpiſe? They will ſo far, be richer than 
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you: being rich in faith, and heirs of the 
kingdom that God has promiſed. Per— | 
haps you think the lower of religion, N 
becauſe the poor ſhare with you in its | 
duties, and pleaſures ; and leave the ſweets 
of devotion to them, as the poet deſcribed 
{ome leaving the ſweets of the morning“, 
accounting the entertainment of that earlv 
embelliſhed ſcene, a ſpecies of pleaſure, 
diſgraced by vulgar contemplation and 
uſe: being acceſſible to all who have 
ſenſe enough, or nature cnough, left in 
them to partake of it. 

But reflect, that the moſt valuable bleſ- 
ſings you know, you partake of in common 
with the poor; and cannot have them but 
with their participation. The eyelids of 
the morning open upon them, when they 
open upon you: and health, and ſpirit, 
are more theirs than yours: and 1s light, 
health, or cheerfulneſs leſs dear to you for 
this? 

Is reſt from buſineſs or pleaſure, unwel- 
come? and if deſirable in the general, 
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does it loſe its acceptableneſs, by the 
grand and lovely circumſtances, and ob- 
jects, that attach themſelves to the reſt of 
the ſabbath ? 

[t has been cuſtomary in all ages and 
nations, to obſerve days and times, in 
commemoration of great and extraordinary 
events: and by way of doing honour to 
their names and memories that brought 
them to paſs: and 1s all ſpoiled, and the 
uſage abſurd, where God is the object of 
remembrance and honour ? 

The wicked, through the pride of his 
countenance, will not ſeek after God:“ 
and, as by pride we loſe in all things, fo 
eſpecially in religion: nothing can make 
us amends that we diſcard that for. The 
rich may leave the pleaſures of religion to 
the poor ; (as a proud, and faſtidious man, 
has ſometimes let a proftered kindneſs to 
himſelf, go to an inferior, or to a ſervant : ) 
but, here, the rich let the beſt things {lip 
them ; as themſelves would acknowledge, 
if they condeſcended fo far as to take and 
try them. © Honour the ſabbath day :” 
and then tell me, it in the honour of it, 
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and the ſatisfactions from it, you do not 
receive more than you have received in all 
things that you have prophaned it for : 
your foods, and wines; your company, 
and your wanderings, on that day ! 

Ye rich and great, ye owe it to God, 
to be grateful to him, and to ſerve him, 
More than others: and ye owe it to men; 
to their juſt apprehenſions, and natural 
concluſions. The world knows, and ſees, 
your ſpecial obligations to God: watches 
your diſcharge, and will execrate your 
violation of them 

When Aſinius Pollio was ſolicited by 
Czſar to join intereſt with him againſt 
Antony, he replied, © Though I am even 
with Antony, and above him, on the ſcore 
of real ſervices and obligations, his good 
offices to me are more viſible; and more 
known: and, therefore, I cannot deſert 
him: I will withdraw myſelf from your 
conteſt, and be the captive of the victorious 
party. Now this applies to the rich and 

great 

s Non prætereatur Aſinii Pollionis factum et dictum 


memorabile. Namque cum fe poſt Brundifinam 
pacem 
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great of this world: God's benefits to them 
are known benefits; all the world ſees 
them; and all the liberal and generous 
part of the world, will cenſure and con- 
demn an inſenſibility of them; and an 
unworthy conduct, in the uſe, or rather 
the abuſe of them. 

And ye owe it to yourſelves, ye great 
and rich of the earth, to be grateful to 
God, and to ſerve him. Great as you are, 
or ſuppoſe yourſelves to be, ye can never 
be truly and completely great without 
religion. Still, one thing you lack,” if 


pacem continuiſſet in Italia, neque aut vidiſſet unquam 
Reginam, at poſt enervatum amore jus Antoni ani- 
mum, partibus ejus ſe miſcuiſſet, rogante Ceſare, ut 
ſecum ad bellum proficiſceretur Actiacum; mea, 
inquit, in Antonium, majora merita ſunt; illius in 
me, beneficia notiora; itaque, diſcrimine veſtro me 
ſubtraham, et ero præda victoris. 


VELL. Par. II. 86. 


This Aſinius Pollio was the perſon to whom Horace 
addreſſed the Ode, which I quoted from at page 174, 
and who from this delicacy of ſentiment appears to 
have had it very properly inſcribed to him; for the 
juſt notions of human life and happineſs that it 
contains, 
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you want that ; one thing, neceſſary to the 
entireneſs of a high character. Preſerve 
a ſimilarity of ſoul and eſtate, be great 
yourſelves, as well as have all things great 
about you: let mind and manſion agree: 
attend to inward embelliſhment : and with 
the amplitude and ornament of houſe, 
garden, and plantation, pay a regard to 
the living architecture of your own ſpirits ! 
Aim at a beautiful eccnomy of the human 
heart: the enlargedneſs, pureneſs, and 
good treaſure of it: attend to the order 
and worth of the objects, affections, and 
paſhons, that engage and fill it. 

© You will no more come unto him !' 
You muſt come to him, again and again ! 
Have you no happineſs incomplete ; no 
intereſts inſecure ; do you enjoy what you 
cannot loſe ; or which retaining you may 
not be thrown out-of the enjoyment of: 
are your houſes ſafe from fear ; your bodies 
unaſſailable by fickneſs ; and your fouls by 
painful ſurprize: have you no fears 
within ; or fightings without; and will 
that day of death never come, in which all 
human reſources will be but miſerable 
comforters ? 
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comforters? A rich and great man without 
the ſpirit of religion, is an unlovely and a 
diſguſting ſight: as well as is in an inſe— 
cure condition. 

Religion is neceſſary to give grace and 
comelineſs to fortune: and care ſhould be 
taken that wealth does not deſtroy what 
it ſhould be further adorned by. Thou 


haſt corrupted thy wiſdom by reaſon of 


thy brightneſs:“ but it is a melancholy 
thing to have wiſdom corrupted, however 
brilliant the things that mar and ſpoil it: 
I would not have my eye deſtroyed, though 
by the point of a diamond : nor my virtues 
buried, though a ſplendid tomb ſhould 
cover them! 

If you would be great and honourable, 
do not forſake God, but ſerve him. To 
be his ſervant is ambition and glory in 
heaven itſelf; *I am thy fellow-ſervant, 
and of them that keep the commandments 
of God with thee.” The © ungrateful and 
unthankful, are made to complete and 
cloſe the ſum of all the impurities and 
iniquities of the heathen, | 

VI. Friend- 
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VI. Friendſhip with God is abſolutely 
neceſſary to us: and this is a very urgent 
motive to the cultivation of it. They that 
are far from him ſhall periſh. We may be 
in friendſhip with earth, and in league 
with hell: but in his favour is life. 
Should not poor creatures who have a 
property in nothing that their happineſs 
depends upon, ſeek a friendſhip with him 
who has all things at his diſpoſal ? Should 
not he have our hearts in whoſe hand our 
breath is? Why man thou art under a 
ſentence! thou art under his ſentence ! 
and wilt thou not make him thy friend ? 
O do it immediately : remember, while he 
is ſoliciting thy friendſhip, he can open 
the doors of the other world upon thee ; 
call thee into his preſence, and puniſh thee 
for thine enmity. Conſider the danger of 
delay, and ſeek friendſhip with him im- 
mediately. 

We cannot have all that we want in 
any mortal friend; nor in all of them put 
together; their vigilance cannot always 
ſecure us; nor their kindneſs in all caſes 


ſupply 
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tupply us: but it is the tranſcendent at— 
tribute of him that keepeth Iſrael, that 
© he neither {lumbereth nor ſleepeth; and 
the treaſury of his goodneſs can anſwer 


every demand that poverty, pain, ſickneſs, 


or fear, can make upon it. * My God 
ſhall ſupply all your need according to his 
glorious riches!! My God ſhall do this: 
how important and deſirable a friend is 
he! We want that friend that can do 
more for us than men; and do for us 
longer than they can: that can take us 
where they leave us: at the ſtruggles of 
death; at the edge of the grave. 

Did I ſtand before kings, I would ſay, 
be in amity and alliance with this king: 
this king, of time, and of eternity! Of 
more conſtant aſſiduity, and more per- 
vading influence, than any of the princes 
in whom you put your truſt. Seek a friend 
in him, more vigilant than your guards ; 
more faithful than your obliged de- 
pendents: a defence, ſtronger than your 
hoſts; more impregnable than your tow- 
ers: a helper, of eaſier and readier acceſs 
than your moſt devoted ſubjects ; and your 

final 
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final refuge when you become like unto 
them, and weak as they are !' 

We may be happy without riches: and 
are not always happy with them. There 
may be great unhappineſs in a high eſtate ; 
and there often is great enjoyment in a 
low one. Real happineſs is dealt out with 
an evener hand than we think, becauſe 
connected with what we do not take into 
the account. Virtue, with which only 
we can be truly happy, is in the power of 
all; and bleſſes thoſe who may not be 
thought bleſſed. Remember the infallible 
connection of goodneſs and happineſs; 
and the as certain union of infelicity and 
iniquity : guide your own judgment, and 
correct the judgment of others by it. May 
not any man be happy, ſay ſome, with a 
good eſtate; an honourable poſt; the 
ruler's favour; with preferments in his 
view, reſources at hand, and all gratifica- 
tions of the ſenſes in his graſp: what can 
make a perſon happy if theſe things do 
not? I anſwer, the favour, and friendſhip 
of God. With his apprehended frown, 
or experienced withdrawal, the world 
cannot 
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cannot fill us; nor any multiplicity or re- 
petition of its charms keep us from painful 
impreſſions: this the Bible aſſerts; and we 
ſee it confirmed by, ſometimes, very affect- 
ing monuments ® ! 


But 


9 In my walks or wanderings I come to a ſuperb 
and glorious manſion : heaven, earth, air, and ſea, all 
conſpire to bleſs, and beautify, and aggrandize the 
ſpot. The ſpacious lawn, and rolling ocean, conſti- 
tute a magnificence awful and pleaſing. Benevolence 
adds to the effect of grandeur; and happy he that can 
command the union! A range of humble lodges, con- 
ſtructed with neatneſs and uniformity, aroſe in view: 
they were charitable covers for certain ſelected and 
virtuous poor; a former Lord had built them : imagi- 
nation ſuggeſted this contraſt to his own ſplendour, 
and kindneſs obeyed the ſuggeſtion. I find myſelf in 
an unſuſpeRed paradiſe! Who is the favoured owner; 
the privileged poſſeſſor of this heaven upon earth? It 
had been lately relinquiſhed by an unrighteous and 
unhappy man, who had withdrawn from the light, to 
withdraw from himſelf; unable to endure the con- 
flicting paſhons of a guilty and wretched foul! he had 
caſt out the poor from their dwellings, before he went 
to his own place: his name announced, knew his 
connections; and had heard his end; but had not 
known that this palace of delights had been any part 
of his fortuitous inheritance, 


In 
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But what if wealth and enjoyment were 
cloſely united, we could not enſure the 
one, becauſe we cannot retain the other. 
* Riches make to themſelves wings, and 
fly away!' What words can better ex- 


In a different direction, I the next day came to the 
way-ſide cottage : poverty ſometimes has its ele- 
gancies and attractions; and it had them here. I 
found myſelf invited by appearances, and compelled 
to go in, The dweller was cating her bread with 
cheerfulneſs, ſought by the little efforts of fancy, and 
ingenious induſtry; recommended to the notice, and 
rewarded by the bounty of them that paſſed by; every 
attention repaid by an overflow of affection and 
gratitude. Here was no fear of want, or murmur of 
complaint: a truſt of heaven in the heart; and the 
ſerenity of heaven in the countenance, I aſk, by 
what name are you called—whence come you—and 
how found or made you, this place of ſweet content? 
She was one of thoſe whom the above victim to his 
own remorſe and deſpair had caſt out; and whom 
with other, once protected creatures, he had ſent to 
ſeek their bread in ſolitary or deſolate places ! 

The reflection was natural: with a ſenſe of divine 
friendſhip, and favour, how little will do; without it, 
how much will avail nothing! God with us, or de- 
parted from us, makes all the difference. Is not God 
a neceſſary friend? Believe him ſo, and make him 
thine ! 


preſs 


* 
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preſs the uncertamty and capriciouſneſs 
of the world, in all its gifts and favours; 
and its mockery of poor mortals in all 
their thoughts and expedients for retain- 
ing and keeping! Make to themſelves 
wings!” My riches, ſays the poſſeſſor, ſhall 
have no wings: I will put no wings to 
them, by any negligence, profuſion, or 
vanity of mine: no, nor by my liberalities, 
and charities neither: but your riches 
will have wings of their own making, 
without needing any of your putting! In 
agreement with this declaration of Solo- 
mon, and, as I think, improvement upon 
it, the Scythians made their goddeſs of 
fortune, with hands, and wings, but no 
feet: hands to give, and wings to fly 
away with: but no feet to ſtand or ſtay 
upon". Ye votaries of fortune, and ye 


1 Noſtri, fine pedibus dicunt eſſe fortunam; que 
manus et pinnas tantum habet: cum manus porrigit 
pinnas quoque comprehendere non ſinit. 


Quinr. CuR. Lis. VII. 8. 

In the ſpeech of a Scythian chief to Alexander : 
repreſſing his ambition, and directing him to * deeds 
more worthy of a God, in a vein of very fine ſatire, 
and ſtrong natural eloquence. 


- 


favourities 
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favourities of fortune, will ye not allow 
the ſimilitude, and the image to be juſt ? 
Take what ſhe gives as greedily as you 
will; but think not to compreſs her 
wings, or pluck their feathers; it you aim 
at holding her, ſhe 1s gone: all but God, 
are ſhy of our embraces and confidences ! 
Of him, and to him, we may fay, I will 
hold thee, and not let thee go, till thou 
bleſs me;' but to God we do not betake 
ourſelves; nor make theſe allowed claims 
upon his goodneſs, 

Without any great inſtances of the ca- 
priciouſneſs of fortune, or the aſſecting 
reverſes of human condition, which we 
ſometimes behold, life as it lengthens, 
will decreaſe in its enjoyment; and the 
late ſtages of a long life, will want what 
were the ſupports and delights of earlier 
periods. The faſhion of the world paſſeth 
away, as we paſs through it; and more 
eſpecially, © the grace, of the faſhion of it, 
periſheth !' Former props are withdrawn ; 
and the fountains that once flowed, are 
exhauſted, or ſealed. Friends die: ac- 
quaintances are removed: neighbour- 
hoods 
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hoods are changed; and the familiar, and 
courteous, if unimportant intercourſes of 
them are over: we cannot fetch back 
them that are gone; nor put any in their 
room, under whoſe thadow we have fat 
with great delight. At late age, a man's 
own family is diſperſed: and like a tree 
that has dropt its foliage, and is bereft of 
its branches, he ſtands lonely ; unſupport- 
ed, and diſarrayed; in ſomething of the 
nakedneſs in which he cane into the 
world, and ſhall return! For preſent pay- 
ment, or in contemplation of an after 
conſideration, ſome may be found that 
will ſell him a portion of their company, 
and their courteſies: but they are ſcen to 
repent of their bargain, even when they 
are making it: and leave the party in it, 
to all its hollowneſs and unſatisfactorineſs. 
So is it with all the advantages of wealth 
and fulneſs. * So doth the rich man fade 
away in his ways !' 

And beſides this break of conne&tion, rela- 
tion and alliance, advanced life, andold age, 
have many infirmities; under which we want 


ſuitable ſupports and helps. When our 
days 


—— 
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days are becoming few, they are in ſome 
reſpects evil. We want protection and 
ſupport when we are about to end lite, 
almoſt, as much as when we begin it. 
A ſecond childhood,” is a familiar term 
with us; and the idea it carries in it, is 
but too juſt. What ſhall we do when 
thoſe days come, or draw nigh, in which 
the experience of men, as well as the 
declaration of the Bible, tells us, we 
ſhall find no pleaſure.” What we have 
to do, is the making God our friend; and 
the carrying on the friendſhip, by the 
habits of faith, love, and devotion. O 
conſider what a friend God is: eyes to 
the blind, and feet to the lame: the 
ſtrength of our hearts, and the health of 
our countenance, in all our natural, and 
unavoidable failures and decays. * To 
old age, and hoary hairs he is with us:“ 
and with the ſatisfactions of his company 
and favour, we ſhall have no occaſion to 
ſeek the company that flees us; the 
amuſements that are unſuitable to us; 
the converſes that weary, and the feſtivities 
that oppreſs us. 


How 
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How unlovely, and compaſhonable a 
light, is an irreligious old man: he has 
been eſtranged from God all his days; 
and, now, men are eſtranged from him ; 
and refuſe him the attentions and ſer- 
vices that he would willingly purchaſe. 
Youthful luſts have worn and deſtroyed 
themſelves; and the man, in a great mea- 
ſure, with themſelves; and beſides the 
injured, viſible man, he has no hidden 
man,' in that which 1s not corruptible. 
His once darlmg gratifications cloy; or 
if his taſte remains for them, he cannot go 
out after them, or meet with com- 
panions in them. Son, remember thou 
haſt had thy good things!' Wines, and 
foods, cannot longer-exhilarate thee ; and 
the world forſakes thee ! 

How different is it with the © old diſ- 
ciple: the friend of God; with the ſpirit 
of that friendſhip in him, and the fruits 
of it about him! What does religion, 
which conſtitutes the friendſhip, do for 
him? It does not bring back youthtul 
health and vigour ; ſtrength of nerve, and 
energy of limb. Though its Precepts 

M tend 
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tend to preſerve our corporeal powers, it 
means not to reſtore them. But this is 
what religion does for us: its ſpirit, and 
hope, will make us equal to every trial, 
and ſupport us under every depreſſion of 
our powers: and having inſpired us with 
a life that is divine, will in the invincible 
principle of that, give us the maſtery over 
all the infirmities and maladies of the 
human. i 

* Rejoice, O young man in thy youth, 
and let thy heart cheer thee in the days of 
thy youth :” but let no wiſe and devotion- 
al man preſume, or fear, that age will of 
neceſſity be diſconſolate and irkſome. 
The ſpirit of religion ista well of water 
within us: it is fo, for its refreſhing, as 
well as its purifying influence; and it 
often yields its refreſhments with eſpecial 
copiouſneſs, when it is near ſpringing up 
into everlaſting life, 


CHAP, 


CHAP. IX. 


SOME DIRECTIONS FOR THE MORE 
ADVANTAGEOUSLY PRESERVING 
FRIENDSHIP WITH GOD. WE MUST 
MAINTAIN DEEP HUMILITY IN THE 

* COURSE OF IT; WE MUST PAY A 
CONSTANT REGARD TO THE MBDI1- 
TATION OF CHRIST; WE MUST. 
MAINTAIN HIGH AND HONOURABLE 
THOUGHTS OF PROVIDENCE; MAKE 
A GOQD USE OF, ITS BOUNTIES H; BE 

” FREQUENT IN ACTS OF REPENT- 

| | ANCE; ASPSRE AFTER GREATER 

- DEERE ES ND HABITS OF PURITY. 


I. E muſt be humble. God ſelects 
the humble man for his friend 

in preference of any other. I dwell in 
the high and holy place with him alſo 
that is of a contrite and humble ſpirit.” 
Humility muſt accompany all our ex- 
M 2 erciſes 
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erciſes of friendſhip with God. Not- 
withſtanding the freeneſs and familiarity 
of the friendſhip that ſubſiſted between 
them, David did not forget that Jonathan 
was a king's ſon; and paid him the tri- 
bute of profound reſpect and obeiſance 
© in the midſt of their mutual endearments. | 
David aroſe and fell on his face to the g 
ground, and bowed himſelf three times.“ 
We muſt in like manner preſerve and ex- F 
preſs unfeigned reverence in all our tran- ® F 
ſactions with God, and approaches to him 
as a friend. Though we may come with 
a certain holdneſs to the throne of his 
grace, we muſt not come with impudence 
and rudeneſs. Though ve may pray fer- 
vently, we muſt pray modeſtly.” Though 
we praiſe him with warmth and affection, 
it muſt be with veneratiofalſo: and while 
we plead his promiſes with faith, we muſt 
do it with ſubmiſhon. We ſerve God 
acceptably even as friends, when we ſerve 
him with reverence and godly fear: and 
if we do not preſerve ſuch reverence and 
fear in our intercourſe with him, we mani- 
feſt a weak and blameable ſpirit: we 

thew 


5 


i 
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thew that we cannot bear condeſcenſion: 
that we are for treſpaſſing upon grace and 
clemency: and we may expect to be 
treated by God, as we ſhould certainly in 
ſuch caſes be treated by men, to have our 
ſervices refuſed, our petitions denied, and 
to be kept at a greater diſtance. * Fear the 
Lord and his goodneſs,” is a line that every 
true friend of God ſhould wear deeply 
inſcribed upon his heart. God is in 
heaven and we upon earth: we mult not 
therefore ruſh irreverently into his temple, 
or be raſh and haſty in our words there. 
He will quickly behold and reſent the 
affront, Friend! how cameſt thou in 
hither, not having a wedding garment ? 
Why appeareſt thou before me without 
the proper attire,,and the true ornaments 
of a worſhipping ſoul: compoſed thoughts: 
holy affe&ions; a ſolemn and collected 
frame ? 

God does not forget his tremendous 
majeſty, when he makes the moſt encour- 
aging declarations of his condeſcending 
mercy : he does not forget that he is the 
high and lofty one that inhabiteth eternity, 

M 3 when 
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when he declares his diſpoſition to dwell 
with the humble and the contrite; and 
we ſhould not torget it. 

In order to promote a ſpirit of pure and 
deep humility in all our religious inter- 
courſe with God in the character of our 
divine friend, let us treaſure up in our 
minds ſome of the ſcripture repreſenta- 
tions of his incomparable and unſpeakable 
grandeur. Iſaiah, in all the aſtoniſhing 
imagery of a prophet's pen, deſcribes the 
vaſt mountain of Lebanon as kindled up 
into one hallowed fire: and the number- 
leſs beaſts of it conſuming in one immenſe 
ſacrifice: and all nations of men, as ga- 
thered together to attend the ſolemnity. 
Theſe are images awfully magnificent; 
but yet inadequate to the prophet's 
thoughts: which, aggrandiſed by the 
contemplation of that eternal majeſtic 
God whoſe oracle he was, grew too big 
for any thing actually created, yea, or 
boundleſsly imagined to expreſs: for he 
adds, with the ſame ſublimity of ſenti- 
ment: All theſe things are as nothing ! 
But let us attend to the lofty ſtile in which 
God 
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God proclaims himſelf. I Au THAT 1 
au! Tell the children of Iſrael that 1 am_ 
hath ſent you to them: the being who 
exiſts in ſo excellent, tranſcendent, and 
peculiar a manner, as to make all other 
exiſtence vaniſh before him. I am HE: 
I AM THE FIRST, I ALSO AM THE LAST. 
I Au cop, AND THERE IS NONE BESIDE 
ME! This is the true voice of Deity. 
Ifaiah had pronounced the pomp of ten 
thouſand ſacrifices: and the ſolemnity of 
an aſſembled world: and the blaze of 
Lebanon when it ſhould be converted into 
one huge and amazing altar: to be be- 
fore God as nothing! God declares all 
to be in fact that very nothing which the 
prophet had told us it might be counted. 
He appropriates all exiſtence, as well as 
all deity and excellence, to himſelf: and 
leaves only the umbrage and ſhadow of 
being to the creatures. This is the glori- 
ous God that we are allowed to cal! 
friend: and does not profound humility 
become us in all the profeſſions, ſenti- 
ments, and exerciſes of our friendſhip to- 
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wards him, and in the whole of our walk 
before him ? 

Accordingly, the friends of God have 
always been humble men: their very 
triendſhip with him has made them ſo: 
the calm contemplation of his infinite 
glories has made them as nothing in their 
own eyes. Obſerve the reverence of 
Abraham's ſpirit, when allowed even to 
ſpeak to God: © Behold now, I have taken 
upon me to ſpeak unto the Lord, which 
am but duſt and aſhes! O let not the 
Lord be angry and I will ſpeak !—O let 
not the Lord be angry and I will ſpeak 
yet but this once!' Moſes intreated a fight 
of the glory of God: God proclaimed his 
mercy in the ſeveral methods of its vouch- 
ſafement, anſwerably to the ſins and 
miſeries of men: Moſes made haſte, bowed 
his head to the carth, and worſhipped. 
Joh, after God's lofty and friendly confer- 
ence with him out of the whirlwind, 
expreſſed the like ſelf-abaſement and hu- 
miliation : now that mine eye ſeeth thee; 
now that I have heard thee ſpeak, and 
from 
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from thy lips diſcern a ſcanty portion of 
thy glory, I abhor myſelf, and repent in 
duſt and aſhes.” Ifaiah's viſion in the tem- 
ple of the Lord's majeſty, and the pro- 
clamation made of his purity, by exalted, 
celeſtial, but revering beings, veiling their 
taces from his unſufferable glory, produced 
in him a like frame and ſtate of mind with 
what God's other ſervants profeſſed. The 
glorious ſights and ſounds made him ſtartle 
at his own meanneſs and guilt.” Wo is 
me ; I am undone : I am a man of unclean 
lips; and I dwell in the midſt of a people 
of unclean lips; and mine eyes have ſeen 
the king, the Lord of Hoſts !' 

II. As we would carry on friendſhip 
with God in a proper and advantageous 
manner, we mult pay a conſtant regard to 
the mediation of Chriſt. By him we are 
to come to God in the nobleſt and hap- 
pieſt manner at laſt: and by him to come. 
to God now. Our prayer is to be offered 
in his name, according to his own direction: 
and the ſacrifice of praiſe which we render 
continually, is to be by him. Our repent- 
ance muſt be expreſſed in obedience to his 

M5 command, 
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command, and encouraged by his promiſe. 
Holineſs, the fruit of repentance, muſt be 
in conformity to his example, and enliven- 
ed and improved by the bright proſpetts 
of immortality which he has given us. 
We muſt be alive to God through Jeſus 
Chriſt. The pleaſing exerciſes of hope, 
and joy, are to be indulged, no otherwiſe, 
than with a ſpirit of unfeigned gratitude 
and thankfulneſs for Chriſt: for he 1s our 
hope: and we joy in God through our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. In a word, all that 
ſacred intercourſe with God which is the 
buſineſs and pleaſure of a chriſtian's life, 
in the capacity of a friend of God, is to 
be carried on through Jeſus Chriſt ; and 
in the ſpirit of his religfon. The ſame 
may be ſaid of all public folemnities and 
duties of religion: Jeſus is the way, and 
the truth and the life, and we muſt go to 
the father by him. 

III. As we would live in friendſhip with 
God to the greater advantage and com- 
fort, let us maintain high and honourable 
thoughts of his providence. Let us be- 
ware of ſuſpicion, and diſtruſt : theſe often 

weaken 
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weaken and ruin human friendſhips: let 
them have no place in the divine. We 
know that the end of all God's works and 
ways ſhall be worthy of himſelf: and that 
it ſhall receive the full approbation of 
exalted and virtuous minds: let us not 
then ſuffer any thing that befals us in our 
contracted ſtations and concerns, to mili- 
tate againſt ſuch our faith and knowledge. 
When any thought ariſes in our minds that 
tends to a denial of God's goodneſs to us, 
or that would infer a diminution of it, let 
us be jealous of that thought. Let us lay 
it down as an incontrovertible maxim, that 
God 1s good to them that are of a clean 
heart: that he may afflict in the very faith- 
fulneſs of his friendſhip: that he may 
mean the weight of affliction, as pre- 
paratory to the weight of glory: and that 
his goodneſs may be as real in what we 
ſuffer, as in what we enjoy. Let us collect 
the ſeveral inſtances of God's apparent 
and indubitable goodneſs, and have them 
ready at hand to oppoſe to our own er- 
roneous fancies, and vitiating prejudices : 
this will preſerve the compoſure and i 
M 6 ſettledneſs 
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ſettledneſs of our ſpirits, and therefore will 
be acting like friends both towards God 
and ourſelves. And with a thorough con- 
viction of the goodneſs of providence, let 
us accuſtom ourſelves to the admiration of 
it, Let adoring ſentiments poſſeſs our 
hearts, and, go through the world with us. 
Let us take confidence from God's general 
goodneſs. Seek him that maketh the 
ſeven ſtars, and Orion! He that guards 
the vaſt intereſts of the univerſe will never 
neglect or betray our little intereſts: as he 
delights in the proſperity of his ſervants, 
he will purſue their proſperity ; though he 
may not always do it within the lines that 
they would draw for him : he will be left 
to his own ſuperior and comprehenſive 
meaſures ; but in the iſſue all things ſhall 
work together for good to them that love 
him. 

Such ſentiments of God and providence 
as theſe are, enter into the idea of friend- 
ſhip with God, and will greatly ſtrengthen 
and increaſe it. 

IV. We ſhall carry on friendſhip with 
God in an advantageous manner, by a 
religious 
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religious uſe of his bounties. We know 
the power of riches for making us friends 
in this world: and we may make friends 
by their means in another. By a right uſe 
and application of them, we may purſue 
the intereſts of both worlds at once. We 
may make God our friend : for, with ſuch 
ſacrifices, as the doing good, and com- 
municating, God is well pleaſed. We 
may make Chriſt our friend, he declaring 
himſelf the head, that is helped, and 
bleſſed, in every member: the kind Lord, 
that 1s received, and relieved, in every 
ſervant! And we are taught by him to 
believe, that we may make other friends 
in the next world the ſame way : may 
ſend ſuch friends before us, who ſhall be 
ready to receive us to everlaſting habita- 
tions when all things here fail us. And 
how pleaſing and intereſting is the thought 
of our having friends in another world ; 
made ſuch, by our liberality to them in 
this! Friends, that ſhall receive us with 
joy and gratitude, when we ſhall be turned 
out of all that we here poſſeſs! They may 
ſay for themſelves, as well as a condeſcend- 
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ing and benevolent Saviour for them: © we 
were hungry, and ye gave us meat: we 
were thirſty, and ye gave us drink : we 
were ſtrangers, and ye took us in: naked, 
and ye clothed us: ſick, and ye viſited us: 
in priſon, and ye came unto us.“ The 
laſt refreſhments we partook of in mortal 
life, were furniſhed out to us by the hands 
of your kindneſs and beneficence ; and 
now we welcome you to a participation 
of our ſuperior enjoyments. 

For this reaſon are riches given to their 
poſſeſſors: that both God and men may 
be ſerved by them: God, by works of 
piety, and men, by works of charity. 
God gives the rich, both for their neceſ- 
ſities, and their delights: and abridges 
them in nothing that in the eſtimation of 
reaſon and virtue, contributes to either: 
but then he inſiſts upon it, that as good 
ſtewards of his manifold good things, they 
uſe and apply the reſidue according to his 
directions. And what can be more 
equitable than this? What is more un— 
friendly than unfaithfulneſs? If a mortal 
friend entruſt me with a part of his ſub- 
ſtance, 
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ſtance, ought I not to uſe it agreeably to 
his will? And if inſtead of uſing it to 
certain worthy, and excellent purpoſes, as 
he commanded, I throw it away in me- 
thods that he diſapproves, and condemns, 
and has expreſsly forbidden, ani not I moſt 
highly criminal? Unworthy of ſuch a 
man's friendſhip, and of all further marks 
of his confidence? Y et, faulty as this kind 
of conduct appears, it is the conduct of 
thouſands towards the great God every 
day. He entruſts them with his hounties; 
and they abuſe the truſt. He ſays, occupy 
till I come; and they diſbelieve, or forget, 
that he will ever come. He commands 
them, do good to all, and eſpecially to the 
houſehold of faith ; and they having ſerved 
themſelves, in the meaſure that their luſts 
and appetites demand, waſte the remain- 
ing abundance upon the worſt of cha- 

racters: upon harlots, gameſters, and 
. revellers. This perverſion and abuſe of 


= riches will make both God and men their 


enemies: and will ſubject them to ſtrange 
confuſion and pain when the mandate ſhall 
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come : give an account of thy ſtewardſhip, 
for thou ſhalt be no longer ſteward. 

But the good uſe of riches, gives value 
and luſtre to a character, in the eyes both 
of heaven and earth. This will make God 
our friend: he will conſider us, as what he 
intended we ſhould be: the almoners of 
his bounty, and the miniſters of his pro- 
vidence : rectifying, according to our 
power, thoſe inequalities in providence of 
which ſome ſo loudly complain: we ſhall 
have the very higheſt reliſh and enjoyment 
of riches while they remain with us: and 
when they do take wing, as we have ob- 
ſerved that ſooner or later they will, they 
will be grand and beautitul in their flight ; 
as the eagle when ſoaring towards heaven : 
they will carry away with them no charge 
of perverſion or abuſe againſt us ; but will 
make a good report of us at the throne of 
him who is the proprietor, and Lord of all. 
Having been faithful in little, for. ſo the 
largeſt earthly poſſeſhons may be called; 
we ſhall be rewarded with much: and 
having ſuitably improved the falſe and 
fugacious 
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fugacious Mammon; ſhall have the true 
riches committed to us: the riches of glory 
and immortality. We fhall be conſidered 
as having approved ourſelves the friends 
of God and goodneſs in this world, and 
God will be our everlaſting friend in the 
world to come. The religious uſe of 
God's mercies is no more than juſtice : 
yet ſuch is his generoſity, that he will take 
it for friendſhip, and reward 1t as ſuch. 
He will honour and reward mere fidelity, 
as a ſhining and diſtinguiſhed virtue : well 
done, good and faithful ſervant ! 

V. If we would carry on Friendſhip 
with God to advantage, we muſt be fre- 
quent in acts of repentance. It is the 
contrite as well as humble ſoul, that God 
in an eſpecial manner looks to, and dwells 
with. God expects and knows, that there 
will be, on our part, many violations of 
that friendſhip inte which he enters with 
us; as often as we are conſcious to ourſelves 
of this, that we have broke the laws of 
friendſhip with God, let us immediately 
go to him; acknowledge our fault, and 
aſk forgiveneſs. Let us be willing to aſk 

that 
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that pardon of God, in a way of religion. 
which in a like caſe, we ſhould aſk of men 
in a way of civility, Let no unac- 
knowledged offence lie heavy on our 
ſpirits; to eſtrange us from God, or to 
abate our confidence in calling him friend, 
or father. In human friendſhips, very 
trifling circumſtances have, for want of 
being properly excuſed, and apologized 
for, been conſtrued into ſerious faults : and 
many friendſhips have ſtrangely worn off 
upon the ſlighteſt grounds, tor want of a 
timely ſubmitſion in the offending party. 
Let us take care that Friendſhip with God 
ſuffer not with us in this way. When we 
tranſgreſs againſt God, let us make up 
matters with him immediately: he will be 
ſatisfied with ſuch ſubmiſſions as men 
with pride and caprice reject : who are 
oftentimes the harder to be won, in pro- 
portion to the degree in which their 
reconciliation 1s fought and coveted. 
God will not treat us thus. Let us confeſs 
our tranſgreſſions unto the Lord, and he 
will forgive the iniquity of our ſin. God 
is the compathonate father who will eſpy 


his 
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his returning prodigal at a diſtance: run 
and meet him: accept the ſcarcely finiſhed 
humiliation and apology : and renew the 
relation which the oftender has diſgraced, 
and theretore dares not to claim. David 
found it ſo: and propoſes his own ſucceſs 
for the encouragement of future penitents. 
For this ſhall every one that is godly, 
pray unto thee, in a time when thou 
mayeſt be found: ſurely in the floods of 
great waters, they ſhall not come nigh 
unto him.” 

VI. It is neceſſary to comfortable and 
advantageous friendſhip with God, that 
we do continually aſpire after greater 
degrees and habits of purity. God is 
holy, and therefore his friends muſt be ſo. 
Hence the reaſonable and ſolemn charge: 
* ye that love the Lord hate evil.” Ihe 
prophet puts the queſtion, © Can two walk 
together, except they be agreed?” The 
ſtrongeſt negation is here implied: no, 
they cannot. Iniquity has no fellowſhip 
with God. Unrighteous men, may pre- 
tend Friendſhip with God; and arrogate 
ſpecial ſhares of his friendſhip to them- 

ſelves: 


260 Friendſhit with God : 


felves: like thoſe who cried, have we 
not eaten and drank in thy preſence ?” But 
the Lord knoweth them that are his: and 
we may know them too; they are ſuch as 
depart from iniquity. The ſearcher of 
hearts can diſtinguiſh every enemy, al- 
though in the maſk of a friend; and there 
is a time coming when he will expoſe and 
publicly difown the hypocrite; I know 
you not whence you are: depart from me 
With what a ſevere countenance does John 
reprove all pretenſions of wicked men to 
the favour and Friendſhip of. God ! © If we 

fay that we have fellowſhip with him, and 
walk in darkneſs, we lie, and do not the 
truth.“ A good man could ſay, depart 
from. me, ye evil doers: and much more 
will a perfect and a: holy God fay it. If 
we are for a real advantageous Friendſhip 
with God, purity muſt be: the. batis, the 
cement of that friendſhip. 

And as our Friendſhip with God muſt 
be begun, ſo alſo carried on in purity, 
Cleanſe your hands, ye ſinners, and purify 
your hearts, ye double minded ; thus draw 
nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to 

vou. 
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vou. Without the love of purity, and 
tome degree of eſtabliſhment in the ſenti— 
ments and habits of it, we cannot have 
that complacency in a holy God, which is 
included in friendſhip with him; and of 
which his genuine friends have always 
been examples. Who is a God like unto 
thee, glorious in holineſs! There is none 
holy as the Lord. Thou art not a God 
that hath pleaſure in wickedneſs: neither 8 
ſhfll evil dwell with thee. The fooliſh | 

ſhall not ſtand in thy fight : thou hateſt all | f 
workers of iniquity. Sing unto the Lord, | 
O ye ſaints of his, and give thanks at the | | 
remembrance of his holineſs.” How can | 
an unholy man adopt theſe ſentiments, 4 
and join in theſe triumphant acknowledg- — | 

*ments! It is juſt in proportion to the | 

degree in which holineſs 1s prevalent in | 
us, that we are qualified for Friendſhip 1 
with God on our part: and in the ſame 
proportion, God will repleniſh and bleſs 
us with the delights of that friendſhip. | 
With the pure he will ſhew himſelf pure : | 


and with an upright man he will ſhew 
himſelf upright. Purity is the glory of 


man : 


7 
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man: the image of God: this aſſimilates 
us to our divine and bleſſed original: by 
this we dwell in God, and have God 
dwelling in us: and by means of the 
copious and increaſing meaſures of it, we 
do in part enjoy in this world, the very 
happineſs that 1s promiſed to the righteous 
in another: bleſſed are the pure in heart: 
for they ſhall ſee God. 


CONCLU- 


I 263 


CONCLUSION. 


4 


—— — 


T BOW my knees unto the Father of our 

Lord Jeſus Chriſt, of whom the whole 
family in heaven and earth is named! 
That condeſcending God deſerves our 
thanks, who 1s willing to unite all dutiful 
and obedient creatures, whether in heaven 
or on earth, into one family ; dignified and 
bleſſed by one common relation to, and 
friendſhip with himſelf. While we rever- 
ence and adore the divine goodneſs in 
this article, let us aſk ourſelves, Are we 
intereſted in this goodneſs? Are we 
friends of God? If our judgments and 
conſciences cannot ſafely tell us that we 
are, let us next aſk, Are we deſirous of 
becoming his friends? If we are not de- 
ſirous of it, let us proceed in our enquiry, 
and demand of our own hearts the reaſons 


of 
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of our indiſſerence and diſaffection. It 
we are deſirous of Friendſhip with God, 
let us go about eſtabliſhing it immediately; 
for delays are dangerous to a proverb. 
Perhaps you may ſay, we are actually 
friends of God. Are you? How do you 
ſhew this? We ſometimes worſhip him : 
conſider, ſome who were loud in their cry, 
The temple of the Lord! The temple of 
the Lord! had no ſhare in the friendſhip 
of the great God of that temple. Cere: 
monious viſits are not reckoned for friend- 
ſhip: and yet they might paſs for it, 
abundantly better than ſome mens viſits at 
the houſe of their God. We, deſignedly, 
do nothing againſt God, may you ſay : we 
offer no outrage or affront, to him, or to 
his inſtitutions: ſo far it is well: but if 
you do nothing for God, you are not 
worth the name of his friends: a neutral 
is not a friend. We ſpeak of God with 
reſpect and honour : that alſo is very well: 
but let us not ſubſtitute fine words, and 
fair profeſſions, in the room of the ſub- 
ſtantial duty which we owe him. We 
could not deal thus with our fellow crea- 
tures. 
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tures. Where are your actual ſervices; 
your cheerful reſignations; your obedient 
ſubmiſſions; your delightful converſe ; 
your confidential truſt ? 

If you are not ſolicitous about Friend- 
ſhip with God, and do nothing in order to 
attain to it, what are you ſolicitous about? 
And to what do your affections, cares and 
purſuits tend ? It 1s but loſt labour, to riſe 
early, and fit up late, but not to obtain 
the loving-kindneſs of the Lord. A phi- 
loſopher and orator, is ſaid to have been 
aſhamed at ſeeing a workman riſen before 
him. He could not bear that ſuch a 
man's trade ſhould go on faſter than his 
philoſophy and rhetoric. Can you feel 
no ſelf-indignation, in that, while meaner 
intereſts thrive with you, and inferior 
friendſhips ſtrengthen, the grandeſt friend- 
ſhip of all is neglected by you? Is there no 
charm in the promiſe that is made to 
acquaintance with God, ſo ſhall good come 
unto thee? All manner of good ſhall come 
this way: no article of good is excepted 
in the promiſe, and we ſhould except none 
in our expectations and hopes, 
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You cannot be fo great and high in the 
world, but God's friendſhip will make you 
greater and higher: you cannot be ſo 
poor and depreſſed, but his friendſhip will 
ennoble and raiſe you. Poverty is en- 
riched, and obſcurity is brightened by one 
ſmile from him! What a luſtre and de- 
fence is there in one great name*! A 
man feels its protecting, and its exalting 
power. The name of the Lord is ſuch 
a ſtrong tower and glory: but if he 
hideth his face, who can behold him? 
Who can maintain his courage or tran- 
quillity? We may look fair in the eyes of 
the world, and our condition ſeem ſhowey 
and enviable; but if we are under the 
frown of the Almighty, that will either 
ſecretly conſume us, like a moth ; or, like 
a lion, will tear all to pieces with viſible 
reſentment and fury. 

You would be glad, it may be, to live 
in friendſhip with God, but you do not 


2 Magnum Reginæ nomen obumbrat. 
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conſent to the conditions of enjoying it. 
We muſt deny ourſelves, you cry, in ſuch 
and ſuch purſuits and pleaſures. And 
what then? Are you ſure that virtuous 
ſelf-denial is an infelicity? Has un- 
bounded indulgence always proved a 
happineſs to you? The reſtraints of Para- 
diſe were not ſo grievous to Adam, as the 
being turned out of it : and he found him- 
ſelf much more of a ſlave in the wide wil- 
derneſs of the world, than he had ever 
been in that incloſure into which God 
mercifully put him. Self-denial was the 
command of God, and was neceſſary to 
man, even in Eden itſelf: and it is neceſ- 
ſary ſtill. Without this, God cannot have 
his glory; nor his creature man, his moſt 
valuable enjoyment. 

To cloſe the ſubje&, let us remember 
that friendſhip with God, is the proper 
temper of man in this preparatory ſtate : 
we are going to God, and therefore muſt 
be in friendſhip with him. Forſake the 
world, before it forſake thee; and do all 
things to pleaſe God, before thou go to 


| appear before him.“ Seek that happy 
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ſtate which the love of God makes; and 
which his preſence will perfect and per- 
petuate, Our heaven, if we ever have 
one, muſt be begun upon earth. It is by 
a reſtoration to ourſelves, and to our God 
now, that we are to enjoy ourſelves and 
him eternally. Jet us be induſtrious in 
this our preparatory work, and God will 
work in us, and with us, of his good plea- 
ſure. He will afhiſt us with pleaſure, and 
reward us with pleaſure. 

* Fear not, Abraham, I am thy ſhield, 
and thy exceeding great reward !' "Theſe 
were words of friendſhip; and the muſic 
of them muſt have ever dwelt upon the 
patriarch's ear. With the ſame friend- 
ſhip of Deity, we ſhall have the like guar- 
dianſhip and fulneſs. 

As we improve in friendſhip with God, 
every thing will be friendly to us; and 
have additional power to pleaſe and bleſs 
us. To know that we have the favour of 
the owner, adds to the pleaſure that any 
magnificent ſcene, or dwelling, belonging 
to him, affords us: ſo will all the light of 
life be heigthened to us, by the better 
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light of God's countenance : but his ap- 
prehended frown will clothe the world in 
darkneſs to us. 

With the friendſhip of God, every thing 
will be a friend to ſerve and bleſs us. 
We ſhall have a good friend within, even 
an enlightened an upright conſcience ; 
and friends without, in every kind and 
ready exertion of divine providence. All 


things ſhall ſerve our happineſs, under the 


eye and love of the Creator of them all: 
and according to the beautiful repreſen- 
tation of the prophet, attentively, and joy- 
fully, carry up to his throne, the humble 
deſires we may have had of them, and 
expreſſed before them! And it ſhall 
come to paſs in that day, I will hear, faith 
the Lord, I will hear the heavens; and 
they ſhall hear the earth; and the earth 
ſhall hear the corn, and the wine, and 
the oil; and they ſhall hear my people! 
Heaven, earth, and the bleſſings of the 
earth, are here made complacentially to 
unite in bearing to the ear of God thoſe 
virtuous wiſhes of his ſervants, which as 
ſoon as known, he is ready to fulfil! 


Make 
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Make God thy friend, and then, hope all 
things from him; and fear nothing from 
any of his creatures. He ſhall keep thee 
from the pride of man, and from the 
power of the wicked: he ſhall cover thee 
with his feathers, and under his wings 
ſhalt thou truſt: his truth ſhall be thy 
ſlield and buckler.” The ſun ſhall not 
ſmite thee by day, nor the moon by night : 
thou ſhalt be in league with the ſtones of 
the field, and the beaſts of the field ſhall 
be at peace with thee!” All things are 
ours if God Almighty be ſo! Things pre- 
ſent, and things to come; life and death 
all are ours! We may command the tribes 
of the earth, and look up to the firma- 
ment of heaven; may challenge the ſer- 
vices of its glorious hoſts, and immortal 
angels; and we ſhall have the aids of 
thoſe miniſtring ſpirits in every thing that 
pertains to our peace and falvation. 
They ſhall bear us up in their hands; 
and keep us in all our ways: * ſtrengthen 
us in our agony; and watch our ſe— 
pulchre; as they were * ſeen fitting, one 
at the head, and another at the feet, 

| where 
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where the body of Jeſus was laid:“ and 
at laſt perform the glorious office of col- 
lecting the righteous from all quarters of 
the world, and making one grand, happy, 
and immortal ſociety, that ſhall dwell in 
the preſence, and be bleſt with the friend- 
ſhip of God for ever! 

What a gathering together to Chriſt, 
at his coming, will this be; and by how 
high an inſtrumentality! The ſon of 
man ſhall ſend his angels, with a great 
ſound, and they ſhall gather together 
his elect from the four winds, from one 
end of heaven to the other!' All the wiſe 
and good that the world has ever known, 
ſhall be collected: the holy and glorious 
creatures that gather them, alſo gathering 
for a different deſtination, all things that 
offend, and them that do iniquity. | How 
illuſtrious a confluence of the righteous 
only! Be it our ambition to be of it. 

Bleſſed are they that do his command- 
ments; that they may have right to the 
tree of life, and may enter in through the 
gates into the city! 
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